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October  Ist,  1932 


The  Public  Debt  of  the  Province  of  Alberta 


An  Examination  of  the  Facts  in  Answer  to  Some  Liberal  and 
Conservative  Critics  of  the  Administration. 


By  J.  RUSSELL  LOVE,  M.L.A. 


The  following  article  was  prepared  by 
Mr.  Love  in  answer  to  statements  made 
by  Liberal  and  Conservative  opponents 
in  appeals  to  electors  in  Camrose 
Provincial  Constituency,  where  a  by- 
election  will  be  held  on  October  25th. 
It  will  be  found  of  interest  to  all  citizens 
of  Alberta  who  wish  to  base  their 
opinions  in  respect  to  Provincial  issues 
upon  facts. — Editor, 

The  sum  and  substance  of  both  the 
Liberal  and  Conservative  appeals  to  the 
electors  to  defeat  the  U.F.A.  candidate, 
C.  A.  Ronning,  in  the  Camrose  By- 
election  on  October  25th,  may  be  summariz- 
ed as  follows: 

1.  The  Brownlee  Government  has 
increased  the  Public  Debt  enormously 
since  1921. 

2.  The  Brownlee  Government  is  guilty 
of  reckless,  extravagant  and  wasteful 
expenditure  of  public  money. 

3.  The  Brownlee  Government  has 
placed  a  burden  of  taxation  on  our 
people  that  is  unbearable. 

When  critics  become  void  of  sound 
arguments  they  sometimes  descend  to 
abuse.  Hence  we  hear  about  the  spend- 
thrift crew  at  Edmonton  who  throw 
away  our  money  like  drunken  sailors. 
Kick  'em  out!    It's  time  for  a  change!- 

The  above  charge  may  be  a  sweeping 
condemnation  in  vague  generalities,  but 
it  utterly  fails  to  show  in  detail  where 
the  public  debt  should  not  have  been 
increased,  where  in  detail  expenditures 
should  not  have  been  made  and  where 
in  detail  any  of  our  present  taxes  should 
be  abolished. 

.  People  are  too  serious  in  these  days 
to  take  things  for  granted.  They  want 
the  facts  and  here  they  are: 

Our  Public  Debt 

Our  public  debt  is  divided  into  three 
main  parts,  namely,  the  funded,  unfunded 
and  indirect  debt.  For  obvious  reasons. 
Government  opponents  never  take  more 
than  the  funded  debt  as  our  public 
debt  in  1921  as  you  will  see  from  the 
following  analysis: 

Dec.  31.-21     June  30, -32 

Net  Funded  Debt   .$.57,4r>3.(K)0  $134,0()<).000 

Net  Unfunded  Debt   5..'>.Sfl.000  7,783,000 

Indirect  Debt   30,408,000      1 1,278,000 

Total  Public  Debt  $93,460,000  $153,070,000 

Increase  since  1921   $  59,610,000 

Our  total  public  debt  has  not  been 
increased  $83,000,000  since  1921.  The 
increase  has  been  only  $59,610,000,  of 
which  $23,453,000  has  been  added  since 
March  3 Ist,  1931,  largely  accounted  for 
by  the  unusual  demands  of  the  depres.sion 
for  expenditures  on  highways,  unem- 
ployment relief,  the  Wheat  Pool  guar- 
antee, advances  of  various  kinds  and 
shortages  in  ordinary  revenue.  Here 
is  an  analysis  of  the  increases  in  debt 
since  1921: 

To'al  Debt 

Roads,  Bridges  and  Ferriea. .  .$20,9S2,000 
Railways  ( Reduction)   4.707,000 


Public  Buildings   7,696,000 

Telephones   5,306,000 

University   689,000 

Lethbridge  Northern  Irriga- 
tion District   4,530,000 

Wheat  Pool   6,651,000 

Debenture  Issue  (unused)....  3,991,000 

Unemplovraent  Relief   4,484,000 

Miscellaneous   11,088,000 

Total  $59,610,000 

Highway  Debt 

Over  one-third  of  our  total  increase 
in  debt  is  for  highways.  Will  our  oppon- 
ents in  the  face  of  both  urban  and  rural 
demands  for  more  and  better  highways, 
say  that  we  have  added  too  much  to  our 
debt  for  highways?  How  can  they  when 
both  Liberal  and  Conservative  mem- 
bers in  the  Legislature  in  recent  years 
have  advocated  a  $25,000,000  highway 
construction  program?  As  an  asset  off- 
setting this  liability,  we  have  an  up-to- 
.  date  highway  system,  of  which  1,974 
miles  are  gravelled  compared  to  only  17 
miles  in  1921.  Our  investment  in  high- 
ways is  one  of  our  soundest  assets. 

Railway  Debt 

Owing  to  the  outstanding  success  in  the 
sale  of  our  Provincial  railways,  our 
public  debt  has  been  reduced  since  1921 
by  $4,707,000  and  will  be  reduced  by  a 
further  $10,580,000  when  the  final  pay- 
ments are  received. 

Debt  for  Public  Buildings 

Since  1921  we  have  built  a  new  Admini- 
stration Building,  which  cost  over  $1,000,- 
000.  We  completed  the  Institute  of 
Technology  in  Calgary,  which  cost 
approximately  $1,000,000.  We  have 
added  dormitories  to  two  Schools  of 
Agriculture  costing  $500,000.  We  have 
had  to  increase  the  accommodation  at  our 
Mental  Hospitals  costing  close  to  $3,000,- 
000.  For  eleven  years  not  one  word  of 
criticism  has  been  raised  on  the  floor 
of  the  Legislature  in  connection  with  the 
increase  in  our  public  debt  for  public 
buildings  and  institutions.  Opposition 
members  have  requested  a  sanatorium 
in  the  North  Country  for  T.B.  cases 
and  increased  accjommodation  in  some 
of  our  institutions  which  today  are 
crowded  to  capacity. 

Telephone  Debt 

We  have  added  $5,306,000  to  our 
public  debt  since  1921  to  provide  service 
for  10,000  additional  telephone  users, 
necessitating  an  increased  rural  pole 
mileage  of  6,000  miles.  Liberal  mem- 
bers in  the  North  Country  have  re- 
peatedly asked  for  extensions  of  our 
telephone  service.  Considering  the  fact 
that  there  was  $20,000,000  invested  in 
telephones  in  1921,  $5,306,000  is  not  an 
unreasonable  amount  to  add  to  our  debt 
during  the  past  eleven  years  to  provide 
for  the  annual  demand  for  increased 
telephone  service. 

University  Debt 
$589,000  has  been  required  during  the 
pust  eleven   years  to  provide  for  the 


necessary  extensions  and  equipment  re- 
quired by  the  University.  Less  money 
has  been  spent  on  our  Provincial  Uni- 
versity during  the  past  eleven  years  than 
on  any  similar  University  in  Canada. 

Lethbridge  Nor.  Irrigation  District  Debt 

This  Irrigation  project  was  organized 
on  a  gigantic  scale  by  the  former  Liberal 
Government.  It  was  under  construction 
when  the  present  Government  took 
office.  The  present  Government  cannot 
be  held  responsible  for  the  $4,530,000 
added  to  our  public  debt  to  complete 
and  carry  on  this  project. 

Wheat  Pool  Guarantee  Debt 

The  addition  of  $5,651,000  to  our 
public  debt  in  connection  with  the  Wheat 
Pool  guarantee  is  not  a  charge  on  the 
ordinary  taxpayer  in  any  way.  The 
Alberta  Wheat  Pool  pays  the  annual 
interest  on  this  part  of  our  debt  and  will 
repay  the  entire  principal  within  a 
twenty  year  period. 

Debenture  Issue 

This  amount  of  $3,991,000  that  appears 
in  our  public  debt  as  at  June  30th,  1932, 
represents  funds  in  the  hands  of  the 
underwriters  of  the  debenture  issue  of 
1,000,000  pounds  that  was  sold  in  Eng- 
land early  in  the  summer.  These  funds 
are  transferred  to  the  Province  from  time 
to  time  to  take  care  of  the  capital  ex- 
penditures for  the  current  year. 

Unemployment  Relief 

The  expenditure  of  $4,484,000  repre- 
sents Alberta's  share  of  the  cost  of  un- 
employment relief  which  has  been  a 
tremendous  burden  on  all  the  munici- 
palities and  Provinces  throughout  the 
entire  Dominion.  Of  this  amount  $449,- 
000  is  recoverable  from  the  Dominion 
Government.  Will  any  of  our  opponents 
say  that  Alberta  should  not  have  taken 
its  fair  share  of  the  financial  responsibility 
for  this  tremendous  problem? 

Miscellaneous 

The  $11,088,000  charged  to  miscel- 
laneous items  include  advances  for  work- 
ing capital;  school  district  loans,  normal 
student  loans;  guarantees  of  various 
kinds  and  advances  to  meet  income 
deficits. 

This  itemized  statement  srcounts  for 
the  increases  in  our  public  debt  since 
1921.  The  Government  has  repeatedly 
challenged  its  critics  to  show  by  specific 
items  the  amounts  that  should  not  have 
been  added  to  our  public  debt.  Until 
they  do  this  they  have  no  right  to  con- 
demn the  government  merely  because 
the  public  debt  is  greater  today  than  it 
was  in  1921. 

Our  appeal  to  the  electors  is  to  in- 
vestigate the  facts.  Our  total  Provincial 
debt  has  not  been  unduly  increased  in  the 
light  of  the  problems  and  conditions  facing 
all  governments  during  the  past  decade. 
No  Province  in  Canada  is  in  a  sounder 
position  today  than  Alberta.  No  wonder 
our  opponents  refuse  to  compare  our 
financial  record  with  other  Provinces 
in  Canada  during  the  past  eleven  years. 
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unjust  deman(is.  As  a  result  of  strong  representations 
made  by  him,  the  Calgary  and  Edmonton  branches 
of  the  Alberta  Law  Society  have  aereed  to  the  setting 
up  of  committees  to  undertake  voluntary  adjustment 
of  indebtedness,  and  it  is  hoped  that  these  will  prove  so 
effective  that  drastic  legislative  action  may  not  be 
necessary. 

Chester  A.  Ronning,  a  young  man  of  proved  capacity, 
who  has  for  the  past  eighteen  years  been  an  active 
worker  in  the  U.F.A.  movement,  has  been  nominated 
as  U.F.A.  candidate.  Mr.  Ronning  is  very  well-known 
in  the  constituency.  His  views  upon  issues  of  the  day 
were  expressed  in  his  speech  to  the  convention.  He 
fully  realizes  the  necessity  for  fundamental  social  re- 
construction and  is  convinced  of  the  soundness  of  the 
advanced  policies  set  forth  in  the  program  of  the 
U.F.A.  If  elected  he  will  prove,  we  are  satisfied,  a 
worthy  and  capable  and  devoted  representative  of  the 
people  of  Camrose  constituency,  with  whom  the  decision 
lies. 


EDITORIAL 

CAMROSE  BY-ELECTION 

To  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of  the  late 
Hon.  Vernor  W.  Smith,  a  by-election  w-ill  be  held  in  the 
Provincial  Constituency  of  Camrose  on  October  25th. 

The  U.F.A.  convention  has  been  held  and  the  U.F.A. 
candidate  nominated.  The  result  should  not  be  in 
doubt,  but  it  will  depend  upon  the  determination, 
effective  organization  and  enthusiasm  in  behalf  of  their 
■  own  cause,  of  the  farm  people  throughout  the  con- 
stituency. Nothing  should  be  left  undone  which  can 
be  done  to  ensure  the  largest  possible  vote,  and  a  large, 
decisive  majority  for  the  U.F.A.  standard-bearer. 

The  U.F.A.  Government  has  given  the  Province 
honest  and  efficient  service.  As  a  result  of  its  admini- 
stration, the  costs  of  Government  in  Alberta  have 
shown  a  slower  rate  of  increase  per  capita  since  1922, 
according  to  the  Citizens'  Research  Institute  of  Can- 
ada, than  those  of  any  other  Province.  In  the  face  of  the 
world  economic  crisis  of  the  past  few  years,  the  Govern- 
ment has  steadily  sought  to  safeguard  the  primary 
industry  which  is  the  basis  of  our  economic  life.  In 
his  address  before  the  Calgary  Board  of  Trade  to  which 
reference  is  made  on  page  26,  Premier  Brownlee  very 
clearly  indicated  the  determination  of  the  Government 
to  take  any  legislative  action  that  might  be  necessary, 
faiUng  voluntary  action  on  the  part  of  creditors,  to  halt 


FARM  INDEBTEDNESS 

The  necessity  for  a  drastic  writing  down  of  farm  in- 
debtedness is  imperative.  Only  a  major  operation  can 
enable  the  great  majority  of  farmers  in  Alberta  to  face 
the  future  with  the  hope  of  re-establishing  themselves, 
even  if  the  present  general  economic  crisis  in  Canada 
should  be  surmounted,  and  there  should  be  a  temporary 
return  to  more  "normal"  times  with  less  disastrously 
low  prices.  And  of  the  possibility  of  such  return,  in 
spite  of  the  ballyhoo  of  the  professional  optimists,  there 
is  at  present  no  convincing  evidence. 

We  think  it  would  be  safe  to  state  that  even  if  50 
per  cent  of  the  indebtedness  of  Alberta  farmers  were 
written  off,  the  great  majority  of  them  could  hope  to 
liquidate  the  remainder  only  after  many  years  of  pro- 
ductive effort  coupled  with  unusually  good  fortune. 
Unless  and  until  there  is  a  material  advance  in  prices 
of  their  principal  products,  they  can  at  best  hope  to 
do  little.  The  greater  part  of  their  production  is  today 
carried  on  at  a  loss. 

The  new  committees  which  are  now  being  set  up  will 
be  confronted  from  the  beginning  by  this  situation. 
They  will  be  brought  into  close  contact  with  the  real 
problem  of  the  farmers  in  these  daj'^s  of  ruinously  low 
prices.  It  will  be  necessary  for  creditors  in  large  num- 
bers of  cases  to  be  more  than  fair  if  the  producers  are  to 
be  given  an  opportunity  to  get  on  their  feet  again.  The 
malady  of  agriculture  is  an  unprecedented  one,  and 
demands  unprecedented  remedies. 
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NEWS  OF  THE  ORGANIZATION 

Activities  of  Locals  and  District  Associations  and  Information  from  Central  Office — Notes  on  Co-operation 


The  Co-operative  Committee's  Bulletin  J^^^J" 


B.  C.  FRUIT 

There  is  a  splendid  crop  of  fine  apples  in  British  Columbia  this  year,  and 
even  though  purchasing  power  is  so  limited,  there  is  evidence  that  our  farm 
people  regard  apples  as  a  necessary  element  in  the  family  diet.  There  has 
been  a  very  encouraging  development  in  this  Une. 

With  the  exception  of  Macintosh  Reds  the  fall  apples  are  now  practically 
disposed  of.  It  is  time  to  take  orders  for  winter  varieties.  Action  should 
be  taken  so  as  to  give  plenty  of  time  to  Central  Office. 

There  are  approximately  650  boxes  of  apples  to  a  car.  Any  number  of 
varieties  can  be  shipped  in  a  car  of  boxed,  also  winter  onions  in  sacks. 

Cars  of  bulk  apples  contain  fifteen  tons  and  may  have  as  many  as  six 
bins  each  containing  a  different  variety.  Onions  may  not  be  shipped  with 
bulk  apples.  Bulk  apples  are  now  received  on  the  prairies  in  very  fine  con- 
dition and  the  savings  on  freight  and  packing  make  possible  a  much  greater 
consumption.  Families  who  are  unable  to  afford  wrapped  fancy  grades  will 
take  several  hundred  pounds  of  the  bulk  shipments. 

Central  Office  should  be  allowed  some  discretion  as  to  the  choice  of 
varieties  ordered  as  one  or  more  of  the  particular  varieties  requested  may 
not  be  available  at  the  time  of  shipment. 

COAL 

The  Co-operative  Committee  has  renewed  arrangements  with  mine 
operators  in  the  principal  mine  fields  of  the  Province.  Business  for  the 
winter  season  promises  already  to  be  very  satisfactory.  To  old,  well-estab- 
lished Locals  who  have  bought  coal  co-operatively  over  an  extended  period 
of  years  we  have  little  to  say.  They  know  the  ins  and  outs  of  the  business. 
There  is  this,  however,  that  wherever  possible  we  should  do  business  with 
our  friends.  If  our  Locals  around  certain  mine  fields  would  all  buy  from  the 
same  mine  through  Central  Office  we  could  make  it  worth  while  for  that 
operator  to  lay  his  plans  to  serve  the  co-operating  farmers  and  be  independent 
of  other  connections.  Another  thing  to  be  remembered  is  that  egg  and  nut 
coal  are  screenings — not  the  main  product.  We  cannot  expect  to  get  these 
cheaper  screened  grades  unless  we  buy  some  lump  coal. 

We  urge  upon  Local  trustees  and  secretaries  to  take  orders  in  good  time 
and  to  use  phone  or  wire  if  necessary  in  checking  up  on  shipments.' 

BINDER  TWINE 

The  twine  season  is  practically  over.  Only  the  odd  bale  here  and  there 
will  be  sold  from  now  on.  It  is  essential  that  Locals  and  associations  having 
bought  twine  on  the  consignment  plan  should  gather  in  any  surpluses  still 
in  the  hands  of  Local  trustees  and  return  the  same  to  the  point  at  which  the 
carload  was  received. 

In  the  case  of  district  co-operative  associations  there  will  be  active 
supervision  on  the  part  of  managers.  They  will  give  directions  as  to  central 
points  for  storage.  Detached  Locals  should  take  steps  at  the  earliest  pos- 
sible date  to  ascertain  from  Central  Office  or  from  the  agent  of  the  company 
where  surpluses  should  be  shipped. 

FLOUR 

With  wheat  at  such  unprecedented  low  price  levels  it  does  seem  that  the 
farmer  should  at  least  have  good  flour.  Any  Local  planning  to  buy  a  car  lot 
should  take  action  immediately  to  secure  orders.  There  are  four  hundred 
and  ten  sacks  in  a  car. 


Locals  Take  Advantage  of  Wheat  Assign- 
ment Plan 

Contributions  of  wheat  in  payment  of 
dues  to  the  Association  are  beginning  to 
reach  the  U.F.A.  Central  Office. 

The  distinction  of  being  the  first  to 
obtain  credits  for  their  members  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  plan  goes  to  Wayne 
Local;  the  first  collection  upon  a  wheat 
assignment  form  was  made  in  respect 
to  C.  C.  Nelson  of  that  Local,  on  the 
basis  of  7  bushels  of  No.  1  Northern  in 
payment  of  dues  to  Central  and  the 
Local.  A.  J.  Jenson,  also  of  Wayne, 
assigned  8  bushels  of  No.  2  Northern  for 
a  similar  purpose. 

For  1932  Only 

The  question  has  been  raised  as  to 
whether  assignments  for  dues  on  the 
forms  recently  sent  to  all  Local  secre- 
taries by  Central  can  be  made  to  cover 
1933  as  well  as  1932  membership.  It  has 
been  decided  that  the  assignment  can 
be  accepted  for  this  year  only,  as  its 
use  is  an  emergency  measure  adopted 
by  the  Executive  for  the  balance  of  the 
present  year.  Any  decision  upon  the 
question  of  1933  dues  properly  lies  with 
the  Annual  Convention  to  be  held  in 
January  next,  when  policy  for  the  year 
will  be  determined. 

Further  copies  of  booklets  of  assign- 
ment forms,  providing  one  copy  each 
for  the  member,  the  Local  and  Central 
Office,  can  be  obtained  on  application. 


COMING  CONVENTIONS 


sturgeon:  The  annual  convention  of 
the  Sturgeon  U.F  A.  Provincial  Con- 
stituency Association,  and  a  U.F.A. 
Rally,  will  be  held  at  Gibbons,  on  Thurs- 
day, November  3rd,  commencing  at 
1:30  p.m.  The  business  session  will  be 
held  in  the  afternoon,  and  several  speak- 
ers will  address  the  evening  meeting, 
including  Premier  Brownlee;  Norman 
F.  Priestley,  Vice-president  of  the  U.F.A.; 
Mrs.  A.  H.  Warr,  President  U.F.W.A.; 
Donald  MacLachlan,  U.F.A.  Director; 
and  S.  A.  Carson,  M.L.A.  The  president, 
Glen  Storie,  urges  that  each  Local  send 
its  full  quota  of  delegates,  and  states 
that  the  public  are  cordially  invited. 

Beaver  River:  Beaver  River  U.F.A. 
Provincial  Constituency  Association  will 
hold  its  annual  convention  at  St.  Paul 
on  October  29th,  commencing  at  10  a.m. 
This  will  be  a  joint  convention,  states 
L.  Z.  Magnant,  secretary,  as  St.  Paul 
members  will  be  guests.  The  speakers 
will  be  Hon.  0.  L.  McPherson  and  Louis 
Normandeau,  Wheat  Pool  field  man, 
and  visitors  will  be  welcome. 

Qrouard :  The  convention  of  the  Grouard 
U.F.A.  Provincial  Constituency  Associa- 
tion will  be  held  in  the  Memorial  Hall, 
High  Prairie,  on  October  14th,  commenc- 
ing at  10  a.m.  The  secretary.  James 
Law,  asks  that  all  Locals  in  the  Con- 
stituency  send  delegates. 

(ContiDued  on  page  30) 
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Profit  Seeking  or  Co-operation? 

The  Wastefulness  of  Competitive  Distribution  and  the  Economy  of  the  Co-operative  Method 

By  NORMAN  F.  PRIESTLEY,  Vice-president  of  the  U.F.A. 


"Co-operation  is  the  greatest  force 
in  the  world  today.  Co-operation  has 
moved  mountains  and  spanned  rivers, 
built  railroads  across  continents,  and 
erected  the  greatest  structures.  Co- 
operation ended  the  Great  War." 

With  what  grandiose  phrases  do  the 
agents  of  profit  business  cover  up  the  real 
nature  of  their  activities!  The  above 
quotation  is  taken  from  last  month's 
issue  of  a  trade  journal  circulated 
widely  in  Western  Canada.  The  organ- 
ization behind  it  has  for  its  primary 
object  the  maintenance  of  control  over 
the  distribution  of  a  vitally  necessary 
commodity  against  all  efforts  of  the 
consumer  to  eliminate  waste  in  distribu- 
tion, and  thereby  save  money  for  him- 
self. 

Farmer    Must    Defend    His  Interests 

To  quarrel  with  business  interests 
for  seeking  to  be  efficient  would  be 
folly,  particularly  if  efficiency  reflects 
itself  in  general  community  welfare. 
When  business  interests,  however,  be- 
behind  the  specious  plea  that  "business 
today  is  paying  the  bulk  of  all  taxes," 
seek  to  provide  profits  upon  a  frightfully 
wasteful  system  of  distribution,  including 
an  enormous  overhead,  the  farmer  as 
primary  producer  must  defend  his  in- 
terests. 

The  official  organ  of  the  same  organ- 
ization in  a  recent  issue  roundly  attacks 
the  method  of  "direct  sales,"  incites  its 
readers  to  give  preference  at  all  times  to 
the  firms  named  in  a  given  list,  and  while 
carefully  avoiding  legal  liability  reports 
the  receipt  of  letters  asking  for  informa- 
tion about  the  practices  of  a  certain 
other  company  whose  name  it  gives, 
a  company  known  to  be  doing  business 
"direct"  with  farmers. 

We  are  not  blaming  these  people  for 
watching  their  interests  and  fighting 
for  them.  What  we  want  to  know  is: 
How  long  will  farmers  he  before  they  are 
aroused  to  effective  defence  of  their  own 
interests^ 

A  battle  is  being  waged  all  over  the 
American  continent,  and  not  least  fiercely 
here  in  Alberta,  between  struggling 
farmers'  co-operatives  and  the  highly 
equipped,  powerful  forces  of  capitalism. 
It  is  one  front  of  the  general  economic 
conflict. 

In  the  U.F.A.  we  have  an  organization 
which  has  many  times  proven  its  power. 
For  a  quarter  of  a  century  we  have 
mobilized  and  directed  the  agricultural 
community  in  various  efforts  to  control 
its  own  affairs  and  destiny.  We  have 
been  thwarted  many  times  but  never 
beaten.  We  must  not  be  prevented 
by  the  bargain  seeking  of  some  of  our 
people  and  the  indifference  or  lack  of 
knowledge  of  others  from  winning  our 
fight  as  consumers  in  an  endeavor  to 
bring  down  the  cost  of  staple  farm  sup- 
plies. Is  it  not  vital  to  the  farm  people 
that  these  costs  be  brought  down  to 
a  level  more  on  a  parity  with  the  price 
received  for  farm  produce? 

We  have  long  known  that  the  whole 
business  of  manufacture  and  distribution 
of  manufactured  articles  is  organized  to 


take  fullest  advantage  of  the  process 
of  inflation  and  to  resist  steadily,  and  to 
the  limit,  the  process  of  deflation.  In 
other  words,  the  goods  the  consumer  buys 
rise  in  price  at  the  point  of  sale,  for 
instance  over  the  local  counter,  almost 
immediately  after  any  announcement 
of  a  rise  in  the  price  of  the  raw  product 
or  the  costs  of  transportation  and  mer- 
chandizing. Merchants  will  tell  you  that 
they  must  reckon  the  cost  of  replacement 
and  charge  the  buyer  accordingly.  On 
the  other  hand  how  slowly  the  price 
descends  to  the  consumer.  Two  or  three 
years  after  the  farmer  has  received  a 
knockout  blow,  having  to  take  payment 
for  his  products  at  one  half  or  one  third 
of  those  values  upon  which  he  has  based 
his  business  calculations  and  shaped  his 
affairs,  prices  slowly  decline  in  a  few 
lines  of  merchandise,  and  some  little 
adjustment  is  made  in  the  costs  of  essen- 
tial services. 

Cannot  Pay  Charges  of  Inefficient  System 

We  must  make  use  of  organization 
either  to  increase  the  price  of  farm  pro- 
ducts or  reduce  the  cost  of  the  goods  and 
services  necessary  to  carry  on  farming. 
It  must  be  repeated,  and  repeated  with 
emphasis,  until  the  idea  has  been  driven 
home  to  the  great  mass  of  farm  men  and 
women,  that  agriculture  cannot  continue 
in  Western  Canada  to  pay  the  charges 
of  an  inefficient  system  of  marketing  on 
the  one  hand  and  a  terribly  wasteful 
system  of  merchandizing  on  the  other. 
We  have  made  a  big  start  with  our 
marketing  pools.  They  must  be  developed 
and  made  to  include  a  greater  volume  of 
the  production  of  the  farms.  We  must 
also  build  a  system  of  consumer  co- 
operation. We  must  pool  our  purchasing 
power. 

*    *  * 

What  Can  Be  Done — Some  Instances 

To  deal  exhaustively  with  the  possi- 
bilities is  out  of  the  question.  Here 
then  are  a  few  instances  of  what  can  be 
done. 

In  the  last  two  weeks  of  September 
a  number  of  our  co-operative  associa- 
tions got  busy  and  ordered  cars  of  apples 
from  B.C.  through  Central  Office.  The 
Co-operative  Committee  had  not  laid 
particular  stress  on  fall  apples,  fearing 
somewhat  that  our  members  would  be 
so  occupied  with  harvesting  that  they 
would  not  take  action  till  too  late.  We 
were  therefore  greatly  pleased  to  hear 
of  the  fine  success  which  attended  these 
shipments.  The  car  received  by  the 
Didsbury-Carstairs  Association  at  Dids- 
bury  was  cleaned  up  in  less  than  nine 
hours,  fifteen  tons  of  Wealthies  and 
Macintosh  Reds  being  taken  off  the 
car  from  the  bin  without  the  added  cost 
of  packing  and  storage.  A  second  car 
was  ordered  and,  to  their  great  satis- 
faction was  cleaned  up  in  five  hours.  The 
saving  made  on  these  two  bulk  car 
shipments  including  the  difference  in 
freight  charges,  which  are  much  lower 
for  bulk  than  boxed  fruit,  exceeded 
eight  hundred  dollars.  It  is  safe  to  say 
that  under  ordinary  circumstances  the 
farmers  of  that  district  would  not  have 


consumed  thirty  tons  of  fall  apples.  A 
merchant  in  a  nearby  town  told  the 
writer  about  the  same  time  that  he  would 
not  sell  a  half  ton  from  his  store  before 
Christmas. 

*  *  * 

The  Case  of  Coal 

Consider  the  case  of  Locals  and  Co- 
operatives buying  coal.  Coal  should  be 
handled  as  few  times  as  possible.  It  is 
real  economy  on  the  part  of  the  community 
at  large  to  take  it  direct  from  the  freight 
car  to  the  householder's  cellar.  Farmers 
have  their  own  vehicles  and  can  do  this 
for  themselves. 

Our  Locals  do  not  all  follow  the  same 
rule.  Some  sell  to  their  members  only 
and  at  the  lowest  possible  figure.  Others 
sell  at  a  slight  margin  of  profit  to  mem- 
bers and  non-members,  asking  the  latter 
slightly  more  money  than  the  former, 
others  adopt  the  approved  plan  of  selling 
at  competitive  prices  and  return  in 
patronage  dividends  to  their  members 
the  savings  effected.  One  of  our  Co- 
operative Associations  last  year  handled 
over  $19,000  worth  of  coal  in  terms  of 
the  current  price  to  the  consumer,  a 
really  worth-while  attempt  to  reduce  the 
cost  of  farming  made  possible  by  co- 
operation. 

y-  We  have  told  before  in  these  columns 
the  story  of  the  big  savings  effected  in 
the  co-operative  buying  of  lubricating 
oils.  The  U.F.A.  groups  that  bought 
tank  cars  of  oil  last  spring  saved  over  a 
thousand  dollars  to  the  community  in 
each  case.  This  does  not  take  into 
account  the  significant  fact  that  the 
price  of  oil  has  been  brought  down 
greatly  by  reason  of  the  operations  of  our 
co-operative  movement  in  that  field.  An 
interesting  phase  of  that  situation  is  that 
a  certain  well-known  oil  company  has 
since  canvassed  some  few  farming  com- 
munities in  the  southern  parts  of  the 
Province  and  brought  in  tank  cars  of 
lubricating  oil  at  a  price  much  lower 
than  they  have  ever  before  charged  the 
farmer. 

•  *  * 

We  are  not  setting  out  in  this  article 
all  of  the  dreams  we  dream  about  the 
possibilities  of  this  movement  nor  all  of 
our  more  immediate  plans.  Cynics 
might  scorn  and  our  opposition  might 
scheme  to  thwart  our  plans.  Much  of 
our  hope  for  the  future  lies  still  in  the 
field  of  legislation.  If  the  people  will 
only  make  up  their  mind  to  govern  them- 
selves and  determine  their  own  destiny 
they  can. 

Let  us  learn  this,  however,  the  world 
was  not  made  in  a  day.  Nothing  that 
we  do  in  the  broad  national  or  inter- 
national field  can  be  made  effective'  to 
immediately  change  conditions  for  our 
farm  people.  We  must  do  something 
for  ourselves  right  where  we  live.  Bv 
co-operating  we  can  do  it;  and — shall 
make  bold  to  say  it? — TFe  will. 


An  important  article  on  the 
Pembina  Constituency  Co-opera- 
tive is  printed  on  page  28. 
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Camrose  U.F.A.  Convention  Nominates  Chester  A.  Ronning  as 

Candidate  in  By-election 

Organization  Throughout  Constituency  Plan  Vigorous  Campaign — Candidate  Has  Given  Long  and  Able  Serrice  to  U.F.A. 

Movement— Election  Date  October  25th 


A  CALL  TO  THE  ELECTORS  OF  CAMROSE  PROVINCIAL 

CONSTITUENCY 


The  U.F.A.  organization  appeals  to  its  members  and  supporters  in 
the  Camrose  Constituency  to  rally  to  the  polls  on  October  25th  and  vote 
for  C.  A.  Ronning,  the  U.F.A  candidate 

Mr.  Ronning  is  a  young  man  of  unusual  platform  ability  who, 
through  years  of  active  membership  in  the  U.F.A.,  is  well  quaUfied  to 
represent  an  agricultural  constituency.  He  is  thoroughly  imbued  with 
the  principles  of  the  social,  economic  and  financial  reforms  advocated 
by  organized  farmers  throughout  the  whole  of  Canada. 

He  not  only  has  a  knowledge  of  the  flaws  in  our  present  economic 
system,  but  he  has  the  courage  and  ability  to  fight  for  those  reforms 
and  principles  for  which  our  organization  stands. 

VOTE  FOR  RONNING  ON  OCTOBER  25th 


CAMROSE,  Sept.  29.— The  names 
of  two  men  who  have  given  highly  valued 
service  to  the  U.F.A.  movement  were 
brought  before  the  convention  of  the 
Camrose  U.F.A.  Provincial  Constituency 
Association  here  today,  when  the  dele- 
gates met  to  select  a  standard-bearer  in 
the  Provincial  by-election  to  be  held  on 
October  25th.  They  were  W.  J.  Brady 
of  Edberg,  who  has  been  a  most  active 
worker  in  the  Association  for  many  years, 
and  Chester  A.  Ronning,  principal  of  the 
Camrose  Lutheran  College,  who  is  also 
one  of  the  most  active  supporters  of 
the  movement  in  the  constituencj',  and 
has  a  long  record  of  service.  The  choice 
fell  to  Mr.  Ronning,  behind  whom  all 
the  strength  of  the  membership  in  the 
various  U.F.A.  and  U.F.W.A.  Locals 
throughout  the  constituency  will  be 
mobilized.  The  by-election  is  to  be  held 
to  fill  the  vacancy  in  the  Alberta  Legis- 
lature caused  by  the  death  of  the  late 
Minister  of  Railways  and  Telephones, 
Hon.  V.  W.  Smith. 

Very  Satisfactory  Attendance 

Nineteen  of  the  29  Locals,  in  the  con- 
stituency were  represented  by  54  dele- 
gates, and  there  was,  in  addition,  a  sub- 
stantial number  of  visitors,  the  attend- 
ance being  considered  very  satisfactory 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  most  of  those  who 
attended  had  had  to  leave  their  threshing 
operations  in  order  to  be  present.  Of 
the  ten  Locals  unrepresented,  several, 
stated  the  chairman,  Gus.  Roose,  were 
fractions  of  Locals  only.  The  conven- 
tion was  enthusiastic,  and  all  present 
expressed  their  determination  to  put 
forth  every  effort  to  ensure  the  election 
of  the  U.I^  A.  candidate  by  the  largest 
possible  vote  on  election  day. 

Candidate  Sets  Forth  Views 

Mr.  Ronning,  '  whose  active  associa- 
tion with  the  U.  F.  A.  dates  back  eighteen 
years,  to  the  time  when  he  was  teaching 
in  the  Peace  River  country  and  became 
convinced  of  the  soundness  of  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Association,  declared  in  his 
speech  before  the  c  nvention  that  in  his 
opinion  the  aims  of  the  movement  were 
well-defined  in  the  Manifesto  of  the  Co- 
operative Commonwealth  Federation 
issued  on  August  1st.  The  banks,  he 
declared,  must  i)e  nationalized,  together 
with  other  public  enterprises.  "Private 
control  of  the  medium  of  exchange"  was 
largely  responsible  for  the  present  de- 
pression in  agriculture  and  industry. 
Mr.  Ronning  reviewed  at  length  the 
record  of  the  U.F.A.  and  the  contribu- 
tion which  it  has  made  to  the  economic 
life  of  the  Province  and  the  building  up 
of  a  social  consciousness  among  the 
people.  With  reference  to  the  Camrose 
Normal  school,  he  expressed  the  opinion 
that  that  institution  had  a  vital  place 
in  the  educational  scheme. 

Mr.  Brady,  who  is  secretary  of  Ever- 
green Municipality  and  acting  secretary 
of  the  Camrose  U.F.A.  Provincial  Con- 
stituency Association,  in  a  speech  which 
was  very  well  received  by  the  conven- 
tion, paid  a  high  tribute  to  the  work  which 
the  Association  has  carried  on  and 
briefly  reviewed  his  record  in  the  move- 
ment 


Premier  J.  E.  Brownlee,  W.  T.  Lucas, 
M.P.,  representative  of  the  Camrose 
Federal  constituency,  J.  E.  Brown  of 
Caster,  U.F.A.  Director,  and  Mrs.  Anna 
JCehoe  of  Castor,  the  only  original  mem- 
ber left  on  the  Camrose  U.F.A.  Pro- 
vincial Constituency  Board,  delivered 
addresses  during  the  course  of  the  day. 
High  tribute  was  paid  by  several  speakers, 
including  Mr.  Roose,  to  the  admini- 
strative ability  of  the  late  Mr.  Smith; 
and  the  record  of  the  Alberta  Govern- 
ment was  plainly  presented  to  the  meet- 
ing, a  most  effective  answer  being  given 
to  critics  of  the  administration  by  the 
various  speakers.  Mr.  Roose  stated 
that  the  greatest  weakness  of  the  party 
system  was  the  method  of  raising  cam- 
paign funds,  which  "ties  the  man  to 
the  political  party  and  the  party  to  the 
financial  interests."    In  the  U.F.A.  the 
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people  themselves,  through  their  own 
elected  officers,  retained  full  control 
of  their  funds.  "Who  pays  the  piper 
calls  the  tune"  was  true  of  all  political 
movements.  In  the  U.F.A.  the  people, 
through  their  complete  control  of  their 
own  organization,  were  able  to  call  the 
tune. 

An  article  dealing  with  Alberta's 
finances,  in  which  critics  of  the  admini- 
stration are  answered,  appears  else- 
where in  this  issue  and  will  be  found  of 
especial  interest  by  Camrose  electors. 

The  convention  adopted  a  resolution 
asking  the  Provincial  Government  to 
endeavor  to  persuade  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment to  renew  the  wheat  bonus.  A 
resolution  was  also  adopted  to  the  effect 
that  candidates  should  be  pledged  to  do 
all  in  their  power  to  retain  the  normal 
school  for  Camrose. 

Committees  of  the  Convention  were  as 
follows: 

Order  of  Business  Committee:  Mrs. 
Ed.  Kehoe;  Alvin  Luger,  Bawlf;  J.  J. 
King,  Carnrose. 

Credentials  Committee:  Pete  Hanson, 
Bawlf;  W.  Smith,  Ohaton;  C.  Rhinehart, 
Green  Grove. 

Resolutions  Committee:  Jonathan 
Toule,  Willowdale;  Mr.  Rhyason,  Bawlf; 
R.  W.  Campbell,  New  Norway. 

The  Candidate 

Chester  A.  Ronning  was  born  in  1894 
in  Fancheng,  Hupeh,  China,  where  his 
parents  were  missionaries.  The  family 
moved  to  Canada  in  1908  and  settled 
on  a  farm  in  Bardo,  25  miles  north  of 
Camrose.  In  1913  he  went  to  the  Peace 
River  country  over  the  Edson  Trail, 
following  his  father  who  had  moved  over 
the  old  Athabasca  ice  trail  via  Lesser 
Slave  Lake.  He  homesteaded  in  Val- 
halla where  he  helped  organize  a  U.F.A. 
Local.  He  has  attended  the  University 
of  Alberta  and  the  Camrose  Normal 
School. 

During  the  world  war,  Mr.  Ronning 
joined  the  Canadian  Engineers  and  wag 
later  transferred  to  the  Royal  Air  Force. 
He  taught  for  three  years  in  Edmonton 
and  was  secretary  of  the  local  Teachers' 
Alliance.  In  1922  he  graduated  from  the 
College  of  Education  of  the  University 
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of  Miaaeaota.  After  spending  a  year 
studying  in  Peiping  China,  he  taught 
for  four  years  in  the  Fancheng  Middle 
School.  Since  1927,  when  disturbed 
conditions  forced  the  closing  of  the 
school,  he  has  been  principal  of  the 
Camrose  Lutheran  College.  He  has 
taken  an  active  part  in  the  work  of  the 
Local  U.F.A.  and  campaigned  for  the 
late  Hon.  V.  W.  Smith  in  the  last  general 
election. 

C.C.F.  Arouses  Interest 
Throughout  Canada 

Many  Successful  Meetings^ — Activity  in 
East — Enquiry  from  S.  Africa 

Widespread  interest  from  coast  to 
coast  in  Canada  in  the  aims  and  purposes 
of  the  Co-operative  Commonwealth  Fed- 
eration, and  a  desire  to  extend  and  in- 
tensify the  work  of  the  organization,  are 
revealed  in  correspondence  received  dur- 
ing the  past  few  weeks  at  the  provisional 
headquarters  of  the  Federation  in  the 
U.F.A.  offices,  Calgary. 

Interest  in  the  Federation  is  not  con- 
fined to  Canada,  however.  From  a 
firm  of  wholesale  booksellers  in  London, 
England,  has  been  received  an  inquiry 
for  information  and  literature  on  the 
subject  of  the  Federation,  desired  by 
the  Central  News  Agency  of  Johannes- 
burg, South  Africa.  The  London  pub- 
lishers had  applied  to  the  Canadian  High 
Commissioner  in  London  for  the  address 
of  the  Federation. 

Cross  Section  of  Canadian  Life 

Correspondence  received  by  Mr.  Priest- 
ley from  Canadians  gives  a  representative 
cross-section  of  the  life  of  the  Dominion. 
Farmers,  teachers,  journalists,  ministers, 
lawyers,  business  men,  a  judge,  are  among 
those  who  have  written  for  information 
and  expressed  sympathy  with  the  objects 
of  the  Federation.  An  unemployed 
workers'  association  in  Eastern  Canada, 
branches  of  the  League  for  Social  Re- 
construction, of  the  Independent  Labor 


Party,  East  and  West,  and  constituency 
associations  and  many  Locals  of  the 
U.F.A.,  are  among  the  correspondents. 

J.  S.  Woodsworth,  M.P.,  and  Angus 
Mclnuis,  M.P.,  have  been  on  tour  in 
British  Columbia  in  behalf  of  the  Federa- 
tion, while  William  Irvine,  M.P.,  after 
meetings  in  Nova  Scotia  and  New 
Brunswick,  has  recently  been  touring 
with  A.  R.  Mosher  of  the  All-Canadian 
Congress  ,of  Labor,  in  Ontario,  where 
splendid  meetings  have  been  held.  As 
we  go  to  press  we  learn  that  a  meeting 
to  be  addressed  by  E.  J.  Garland,  M.P., 
has  been  arranged  in  Regina  and  will 
have  been  held  when  this  issue  reaches 
our  readers. 

In  Ontario 

The  campaign  in  Ontario  promises 
to  be  a  most  active  one  during  the'  fall 
and  winter  months.  In  fifty  constitu- 
encies the  United  Farmers  of  Ontario 
are  incorporated  for  political  purposes 
and  Miss  Agnes  Macphail,  M.P.,  has 
arranged  to  see  the  officers  of  these 
bodies  with  a  view  to  the  organization  of 
a  series  of  meetings  to  consider  affiliation. 
•  'My  meetings  among  the  Ontario 
farmers  are  the  largest  and  most  interest- 
ing I  have  ever  had  anywhere  in  Canada," 
states  Mr.  Irvine  in  a  recent  letter. 
"Last  night,  at  Wingham,  a  Conservative 
stronghold,  hundreds  of  people  were 
turned  away.  They  crowded  up  the 
sides  and  on  to  the  platform  so  that  there 
was  not  room  for  another  soul.  The  rest, 
of  course,  went  home,  not  being  able  to 
get  even  inside  the  door.  The  night 
before  at  Coldwater  was  the  same,  and 
by  what  I  hear  from  Lindsay,  tomorrow 
night  will  be  as  good." 

Eastern  Conference  Planned 

Definite  steps  have  been  taken  to 
call  an  Eastern  Conference  similar  to 
the  Western  Conference  held  in  Calgary 
on  August  1st,  and  various  organizations 
there  have  signified  their  desire  to 
participate. 

The  action  taken  in  Calgary,  where 
local  units  of  organizations  which  have 
provisionally  entered  the  Federation  have 
formed  a  committee  to  carry  on  educa- 


tional work  in  association  with  the  League 
for  Social  Reconstruction,  is  described 
elsewhere  in  this  issue.  The  position  of 
urban  people  in  the  cities,  and  especially 
in  the  towns  of  the  Province,  who  are  not 
associated  either  with  the  U.F.A.  or 
Labor  groups  but  who  nevertheless 
favor  the  aims  of  the  Federation  and 
wish  to  participate  in  its  activities,  is 
continually  arising,  and  will  doubtless 
be  dealt  with  in  the  near  future.  There 
are  many  people  in  the  towns  who  feel 
themselves  politically  isolated,  who  will 
gladly  welcome  an  opportunity  to  organize 
in  units  which  may  become  effective  in 
the  Federation.  The  exact  method  by 
which  this  opportunity  may  be  provided 
remains  to  be  worked  out. 

Contributions  to  Funds 

The  first  group  contribution  of  funds 
to  the  Federation  was  sent  in  by  Ida  M. 
Hughes  of  Three  Hills,  Alberta,  being  the 
proceeds  of  a  collection  taken  at  a  con- 
ference of  the  U.F.W.A.  at  Loyalty 
school,  Huxley,  on  August  5th,  when 
about  eighty  farm  women  were  present. 
The  first  personal  contribution  was  a 
cheque  for  $5  from  a  well-known  professor 
in  an  Eastern  university.  The  first 
official  affiliation  was  completed  with  the 
payment  of  a  fee  of  $25  by  the  Canadian 
Brotherhood  of  Railway  Employees  from 
its  head  office  at  Ottawa.  The  cheque 
was  forwarded  by  A.  R.  Mosher,  presi- 
dent of  the  Brotherhood,  who  is  a  member 
of  the  Provisional  Council  of  the  C.C.F. 

Demands  for  the  services  of  Mr.  Woods- 
worth,  president  of  the  Federation,  and 
other  members  of  the  Federation,  are 
heavy  from  many  parts  of  the  Dominion. 

Several  thousand  copies  of  a  pamphlet 
containing  two  pages  reprinted  from 
the  August  1st  issue  of  The  U.F.A., 
and  carrying  a  subscription  blank  on  the 
back,  have  being  issued. 

Sharrow,  Verna,  Social  Plains  and 
Viewfield  U.F.A.  Locals  have  affiliated 
with  the  newly  organized  Forks  U.F.A 
District  Co-operative  Association,  Mr. 
Bicknell  is  president,  A.  McDonald 
vice-president,  and  P.  Spaapen,  secretary. 


DRAWING  GRAIN  TO  HIGH  RIVER  POOL  ELEVATOR  FROM  FARM  OF  H.  B.  MacLEOD 


The  farm  of  H.  B.  MacLeod,  east  of  High  River,  is  frequent- 
ly inspected  by  visitors  from  abroad  and  from  other  parts  of 
Canada  passing  through  the  district,  as  it  is  an  outstanding 
example  of  a  well-conducted  farm.  Mr.  MacLeod,  who  is  a 
member  of  the.Executive  of  the  U.F.A.  has  pooled  all  his  wheat 


since  he  signed  his  first  contract  with  the  Alberta  Wheat 
Pool  in  1923.  Last  year  he  shipped  three  cars  which  graded 
No.  1  Hard,  and  the  three  cars  shipped  during  the  present 
season  have  also  graded  high.  He  farms  more  than  a  section 
and  a  half,  and  has  a  nice  string  of  cattle. 
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Canadian  Wheat  Grower  Receives  20  to  26  Cents  per 

Bushel  Less  than  Australian 

Depreciation  of  Australian  Currency  Gives  Australian  Grower  .-r.  GEORGE  G  COOTE,  M.P. 

Large  Advantage  on  World's  Wheat  Markets-Premium  ^  u.F.A.  Member  for  Macleod 

on  Canadian  Currency  Heavy  Handicap  to  our  Producers. 


When,  during  the  early  fall,  the  price  of  wheat  to  the 
grower  in  Western  Canada  was  34  cents  a  bushel,  his  Aus- 
tralian competitor  was  receiving  from  2  shillings  and  3 
pence  to  2  shillings  and  6  pence  per  bushel — 54  to  60  cents. 
In  addition  the  Australian  grower  received  from  his  Govern- 
ment a  bonus  of  9  cents  a  ljushel. 

What  is  the  explanation  of  this  wide  disparity  in  the 
prices  received  by  tne  growers  in  the  two  countries?  What 
is  its  effect  upon  the  relative  position  of  the  two  countries 
as  exporters  of  wheat  to  world  markets?  The  answers  to 
these  questions  are  the  subjects  of  Mr.  Coote's  article 
printed  below. 

CANADIAN  farmers  have  repeatedly  been  told 
that  they  were  better  off  than  any  other  farmers 
in  the  world — poor  consolation  at  best,  even  it  it 
were  true.    But  it  is  not  true. 

Number  1  Hard  Wheat,  the  world's  best,  is  bringing 
the  Canadian  farmer  about  34  cents  on  the  date  when 
this  article  is  written.  The  attitude  of  the  general 
public  is  that  it  is  just  "too  bad"  for  the  farmer,  but 
nothing  can  be  done  about  it.  However,  something 
can  be  done  about  it,  and  the  Canadian  public  should 
be  informed  of  this  fact.  - 

A  recent  despatch  from  the  Canadian  Government 
Trade  Commissioner  in  Australia,  referring  to  wheat 
prices  in  that  Dominion  says:  "The  average  price  to 
growers  now  ruling — depending  on  the  distance  from 
seaboard — varies  from  2s.  3d.  to  2s.  6d.,  exclusive 
of  the  bounty  of  4^d.  per  bushel  (in  Australian 
currency)" — in  other  words,  54  to  60  cents  and  a 
bonus  of  nine  cents  per  bushel.  On  the  day  that  the 
Australian  wheat  grower  was  getting  54  cents,  the  Can- 
adian was  getting  34  cents.  The  Australian  also  re- 
ceived a  bonus  of  nine  cents  a  bushel  on  his  1931-32 
crop. 

Why  This  Wide  Difference? 

Can  anj'thing  be  done  about  it?  Why  is  the  Can- 
adian not  getting  as  much  as  the  Australian  when 
both  sell  mainly  in  the  same  market — Great  Britain? 
Simply  because,  both  selling  largely  for  export,  the 
British  pound  is  worth  in  Canada  only  $3.85,  while 
in  Australia  it  is  worth  over  $6.00. 

Two  years  ago  Australia  abandoned  the  gold 
standard  and  allowed  her  currency  to  depreciate  in 
gold  standard  countries,  thus  raising  commodity 
prices  within  her  own  borders.  The  Treasurer  of  the 
Commonwealth  declared:  "The  Gold  Standard  is  a 
snare  and  a  delusion."  Canada  has  attempted  to  cling 
to  the  gold  standard,  and  this  poHcy  has  driven  com- 
modity prices  steadily  to  lower  levels. 

Had  Canada  followed  the  same  monetary  policy 
as  Australia,  and  were  our  currency  on  a  par  with 
Australia's  or,  in  other  words,  if  the  British  pound 
were  worth  as  much  here  as  in  Australia,  No.  1  Hard 
wheat  would  be  worth  60  cents  per  bushel  at  country 
points  in  Alberta  today,  or  about  80  cents,  basis 


Fort  William.  And  if,  further,  the  Canadian  farmer 
were  receiving  the  same  bonus  as  his  Australian  com- 
petitor (nine  cents  per  bushel  on  any  wheat  now  being 
marketed)  the  price  today  would  be  about  69c  at 
country  points,  or  89c  basis  Fort  William. 

Australian  state  governments  have  also  come  to  the 
assistance  of  their  farmers.  In  1931,  legislation  was 
passed  by  state  governments  in  that  country  reducing 
the  rate  of  interest  on  existing  mortgages  and  agree- 
ments for  sale  by  22|  per  cent  of  the  stated  rate. 

Proof  of  the  Pudding 

There  is  an  old  saying:  "The  proof  of  the  pudding 
is  in  the  eating."  A  comparison  of  the  conditions  in 
Canada  and  Australia  should  show  which  is  the  best 
policy. 

Australian  wheat  producers  are  now  obtaining 
prices  in  terms  of  their  domestic  currency  which  are 
not  so  desperately  unsatisfactory  in  relation  to  their 
costs  of  production  and  to  their  debts,  while  Canadians 
are  receiving  much  less  than  production  costs  and 
drifting  into  bankruptcy. 

Because  of  her  exchange  situation,  Australia  has 
been  able  to  dispose  of  practically  all  her  last  crop, 
and  at  the  end  of  July  was  carrying  only  about  17 
million  bushels  for  export,  the  bulk  of  which  will 
easily  be  disposed  of  before  her  new  crop  comes  on 
the  market.  Canada,  on  the  other  hand,  finds  it 
difficult  to  sell  her  wheat,  as  the  currency  of  most 
importing  countries  is  at  a  discount  here.  As  a  con- 
sequence of  this  discount  (or  in  other  words  of  the 
premium  on  Canadian  currency)  the  Dominion  entered 
this  crop  year  with  a  carryover  of  139  million  bushels. 

Some  orthodox  financiers  and  editors  warn  us  at 
frequent  intervals  that  if  we  allow  our  dollar  to  de- 
preciate in  foreign  countries,  the  cost  of  living  will 
rise  as  it  did  in  Germany,  with  disastrous  consequences. 
But  I  find  that  in  AustraHa,  on  the  day  when  wheat 
was  quoted  at  from  54  to  60  cents,  the  standard 
quality  flour  was  quoted  at  £7  per  ton,  wholesale, 
or  $1.70  per  hundred  pounds.  On  approximately  the 
same  date,  No.  1  wheat  in  Canada  was  34  cents  and 
flour  $2.15. 

John  Maynard  Keynes,  M.A.,  the  outstanding 
economist  of  England,  said  recently  that  in  his  opinion 
it  could  be  argued  that  the  economic  and  financial 
conditions  of  Australia  had  rounded  the  corner  in 
the  last  six  months.  Does  anybody  in  rural  Alberta 
believe  that  we  have  rounded  the  corner? 

What  80  Cent  Wheat  WoiUd  Mean 

Wheat  at  80  cents,  basis  Fort  William,  would  start 
US  around  the  corner.    It  would  add  approximately 
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30  million  dollars  to  the  income  of  the  wheat  pro- 
ducers of  Alberta  alone.  This  would  mean  thirty- 
million  dollars  more  to  be  spent  by  the  farmers  for 
taxes,  interest,  clothes,  shoes,  coal,  etc.  It  would 
mean  that  thousands  who  are  now  facing  bankruptcy 
would  be  able  to  meet  at  least  their  pressing  liabilities, 
and  save  the  homes  that  they  have  worked  for  years 
to  secure.  It  would  mean  more  business  for  every 
store  keeper,  more  employment  in  both  urban  and 
rural  communities.  The  farmers  would  probably 
take  20,000  more  men  off  the  labor  market.  It  would 
mean  a  great  reduction  in  expenditure  for  unemploy- 
ment relief  by  municipalities  and  governments.  It 
would,  of  course,  add  something  to  the  expenditure 
of  our  Governments  for  exchange  to  meet  their 
obligations  in  New  York,  but  this  would  be  more  than 
offset  by  the  increase  in  tax  receipts  and  the  saving 
in  unemployment  relief. 

In  the  case  of  Alberta,  it  would  increase  Provincial 
expenditure  by  a  little  over  one  and  a  half  millions 
but  would  that  not  be  worth  while  if  it  would  increase 
the  value  of  our  wheat  crop  by  thirty  millions,  not  to 
mention  a  corresponding  increase  in  the  price  of  cattle 
and  hogs? 

Statements  have  been  broadcast  all  over  Canada  to 
the  effect  that  the  results  obtained  at  the  Ottawa 
Conference  have  provided  a  wonderful  opening  in  the 
British  market  for  the  Canadian  farmer,  and  he  has 
been  told  that  it  is  now  up  to  him  to  take  advantage 
of  this  opportunity  and  to  secure  a  large  share  of  this 
market.  How  can  Canadians  capture  this  market 
when  the  pound  sterling  is  worth  only  $3.85  here, 
while  at  the  same  time  it  is  worth  anywhere  from  five 
to  six  dollars  to  their  competitors  in  Denmark, 
Argentina,  New  Zealand  and  Australia? 

The  Canadian  Government  has  said  that  Canadian 
manufacturers  cannot  meet  the  competition  of 
British  manufacturers  so  long  as  the  British  have  the 
advantage  of  a  depreciated  pound;  and  our  Govern- 
ment have  placed  a  dumping  duty  against  British 
goods  entering  Canada  when  the  pound  is  worth 
less  than  S4.40  here.  Following  the  same  line  of  reason- 
ing, how  can  the  Canadian  farmer  compete  with 
the  Australian  farmer,  whether  in  the  British,  Can- 
adian or  any  other  market,  when  the  Australian 
pound  is  depreciated  40  per  cent  in  Canada? 

Our  Debts  to  the  United  States 

We  are  told  that  Canada's  interest  payments  on 
her  bonded  debt  held  in  the  United  States  are  so 
large  that  we  could  not  meet  them  if  our  dollar 
went  to  a  heavy  discount  in  New  York.  But  Aus- 
tralia's bonded  debt  payable  in  London  was  larger 
than  our  bonded  debt  payable  in  the  United  States 
and  yet  Australia  has  not  defaulted  on  any  of  her 
bonds.  The  British  Government  had  hundreds  of 
milHons  due  to  the  United  States  and  France  this 
year  and  though  British  currency  was  at  a  heavy 
discount  in  the  United  States,  all  this  debt  was  re- 
paid, much  of  it  before  it  was  due. 

It  is  rather  significant,  and  highly  amusing  in 


view  of  the  panicky  fears  sometimes  expressed  by 
eminent  Canadian  statesmen  of  the  consequences 
which  might  ensue  if  the  Canadian  dollar  were  allowed 
to  depreciate  to  the  level  of  the  pound  sterling,  that 
the  British  Government  recently  set  aside  a  sum  of 
$150,000,000  for  the  purpose,  not  of  bringing  the 
pound  back  to  parity  with  the  American  dollar,  but 
of  preventing  such  a  rise  in  the  pound's  exchange 
value  taking  place.  It  is  clear  that  British  statesmen 
do  not  view  with  alarm  the  depreciation  of  their 
currency  in  the  United  States;  but  rather  consider  it 
a  distinct  benefit  to  Great  Britain. 

Were  our  currency  at  par  with  Australia's,  it  would 
cost  the  Province  of  Alberta  $1,600,000  more  in 
Canadian  funds  to  meet  her  New  York  obligations  in 
gold  than  it  does  today,  but  it  would  add  some 
$30,000,000  to  the  value  of  our  wheat  crop,  on  the 
basis  of  estimated  sales  of  130,000,000  out  of  a  total 
estimated  production  of  172,000,000  bushels  (some 
42,000,000  bushels  being  deducted  for  seed  and  feed 
requirements.) 

For  the  three  Prairie  Provinces  the  increased  cost 
in  Canadian  funds  of  meeting  obligations  in  New 
York  in  gold,  would  be  approximately  $4,000,000.  But 
the  value  of  the  wheat  crop  would  be  increased  by 
$75,000,000,  the  estimated  sales  being  about  335,000,- 
000  bushels. 

How  Handicap  Can  Be  Removed 

These,  then,  are  the  immense  advantages  enjoyed 
by  our  chief  competitors  in  the  world  wheat  market. 
To  bring  the  Canadian  dollar  to  the  exchange  level 
of  the  currencies  of  Argentina  and  Australia  would 
remove  our  present  handicap  and  place  us  on  an 
equaUty  with  them.  But  even  if  a  much  more  modest 
measure  were  adopted — the  lowering  of  the  exchange 
value  of  our  dollar  to  parity  with  the  pound  sterling — 
very  great  advantages  would  still  accrue  to  the  pro- 
ducers of  Canadian  Wheat.  If  that  were  done,  the 
value  of  our  wheat,  in  terms  of  Canadian  currency, 
would  be  increased  by  about  25  per  cent,  or  in  other 
words,  by  some  $40,000,000.  The  expenditure  of  the 
Governments  of  the  three  Prairie  Provinces  for  New 
York  exchange  would  be  increased  by  slightly  over 
$2,000,000.  It  is  obvious  that  if  the  income  of  the 
farmers  of  these  Provinces  were  increased  by  $40,000,- 
000,  it  would  be  very  much  easier  for  the  Provincial 
Governments  to  raise  the  necessary  revenue  to  meet 
their  obligations  in  New  York  than  it  is  today. 

Canada's  pressing  problems  today  are  the  unem- 
ployment problem,  the  railway  problem,  and  the  debt 
problem.  All  of  these  problems  would  be  made  easier 
of  solution  by  the  abandonment  of  the  attempt  to 
maintain  the  exchange  value  of  the  Canadian  dollar 
at  a  high  level. 

It  is  not  suggested  that  the  measures  which  have 
been  proposed  in  the  foregoing  article  would  provide 
a  solution  of  the  problems  of  fundamental  economic 
reconstruction.  They  would,  however,  afford  relief 
of  a  most  substantial  character  to  our  hard  pressed 
primary  industry,  and  would  constitute  the  first  step 
in  the  direction  of  release  from  the  distressful  situation 
in  which  so  many  hundreds  of  thousands  of  our  citi- 
zens, on  the  farm  and  in  the  cities,  now  find  themselves. 
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ALBERTA    WHEAT   POOL  SECTION 

The  Tragedy  of  a  Wonderful  Wheat  Crop 


The  grain  growers  of  Western  Canada  Iiave 
produced  a  ray  of  sunshine  which  is  filtering 
through  the  clouds  of  economic  gloom. 

They  have  put  thousands  of  unemployed  men 
to  work,  started  the  wheels  of  industry  turning, 
sent  a  quickening  thrill  through  the  national 
pulse  and  encouraged  Canada  as  a  whole  to  take 
new  heart. 

Railway  companies  have  put  thousands  of 
men  to  work  and  hundreds  of  trainloads  of 
grain  are  scurrying  to  terminals. 

Grain  steamers  with  full  cargoes  and  crews 
are  plying  the  waters  of  the  Great  Lakes  in  a 
steady  procession.  Steamer  freights  are  higher 
because  lake  freight  companies  are  co-operating. 

Ocean  grain  carriers  are  thronging  Canadian 
seaports  and  steady  streams  of  grain  rush  from 
terminal  spouts  to  gaping  holds.  Wheat  is 
moving  and  every  Canadian  town  close  to  the 
vast  river  of  grain  on  its  way  to  the  ocean  is 
struggling  to  be  on  the  line  of  traffic.  A  Van- 
couver newspaper  estimates  every  bushel  of 
wheat  going  through  that  port  is  worth  10  cents 
to  British  Columbia,  the  money  going  to  railway 
employees,  lumber  companies  for  lumber  to 
line  boats,  employees  of  elevators,  insurance 
firms,  shipping  firms,  ship  chandleries,  etc. 

Elevator  companies  are  busy,  oil  companies 
have  been  encouraged  by  a  larger  demand,  binder 
twine  factories,  farm  machinery  companies,  are 
all  seeing  increased  activity.  Stores  are  doing 
a  little  better  and  so  are  factories.  Banks  are 
busier  and  so  are  lumber  companies.  Ten 
million  people  are  happier  and  more  hopeful, 
all  because  a  quarter  of  a  million  prairie  grain 
growers  have  with  their  own  industry  and  skill 
and  the  help  of  Nature,  produced  a  big  crop  of 
grain  of  splendid  quality. 

The  Dominion  Goveriiment  estimates  the 
total  wheat  production  on  the  prairies  this  year 
at  446  million  bushels.  In  addition  to  that 
prairie  farmers  have  raised  an  estimated  volume 
of  274,700,000  bushels  of  oats,  70,400,000  bushels 
of  barley,  1 1,536,000  bushels  of  rye  and  3,057,- 
000  bushels  of  flax.  From  close  to  40,000,000 
acres  seeded  this  spring  on  the  prairies  over 
805  million  bushels  of  grain  has  been  grown. 

Here  in  Alberta,  if  the  Government  estimate 
is  fulfilled,  wheat  growers  will  harvest  172 
million  bushels  of  wheat,  an  all-time  record, 
105|  million  bushels  of  oats,  20  million  bushels 
of  barley  and  3^  million  bushels  of  rye. 

Nowhere  else  in  the  world  has  such  a  com- 


paratively small  group  of  farmers  performed 
such  prodigies  of  production. 

Back  on  the  farms  Canada's  No.  1  producer 
of  wealth  looks  over  his  handiwork  and  calls 
it  good  and  looks  at  the  price  and  thinks  bitter 
thoughts.  Thirty  cents  a  bushel  is  all  he  gets 
for  the  best  wheat  in  the  world,  this  man  who 
carries  Canada  on  his  back,  this  modern  Atlas 
who  holds  up  the  Dominion's  economic  sky! 

Not  much  to  be  cheerful  about!  Not  much  to 
be  encouraged  to  go  ahead  and  produce.  They 
tell  him  to  be  satisfied  for  he  makes  a  living 
at  least.  Yes,  but  what  a  living  for  the  families 
who  play  such  an  important  part  in  the  Dominion 
affairs! 

One  would  think  that  the  mass  of  the  people 
would  realize  the  vital  part  in  the  life  of  the 
nation  taken  by  the  grain  growers  and  that  every 
interest  would  be  striving  in  every  way  to  aid 
him.  But  the  spirit  of  selfishness,  inbred  in  our 
profit-seeking  world,  is  the  great  preventative. 
Sentiment  may  favor  the  primary  producers  in  a 
general  way,  but  the  practical  working-out  of 
our  system  of  living  makes  no  provision  for 
groups  who  have  no  concentrated  power  of 
concerted  effort.  On  the  contrary  it  leads  to 
confusion  and  chaos  with  "forgotten  man" 
obliterated  from  the  scene. 

The  task  before  the  farm  population  of  the 
Prairie  Provinces  of  Canada  is  the  development 
of  a  carefully  planned  program  to  develop 
their  own  interests;  of  persistent  and  continual 
education  to  give  farm  people  the  power  coming 
from  true  knowledge;  and  the  sure  and  steady 
development  of  co-operation  in  all  their  major 
activities. 

Know  where  you  are  going  and  follow  the 
path  undeviatingly. 

The  obvious  duty  of  the  Dominion  is  to  aid 
in  every  possible  manner.  Canadian  agri- 
culture has  borne  an  exceedingly  heavy  burden. 
Can  it  bear  it  much  longer  without  cracking? 

Advice  has  gone  far  enough.  It  has  been 
obviously  over  done  in  a  sickening  way.  Re- 
crimination and  abuse  have  been  too  frequently 
employed.    It  gets  nowhere. 

Effective,  whole-souled  measures  to  relieve 
the  position  of  the  grain  growers  are  needed 
and  without  much  delay.  Otherwise  a  breaking 
up  of  the  expensively  constructed  system  of 
life  in  Canada  east  and  west  is  seriously  threaten- 
ed. 
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Alberta  Wheat  Pool  Broadcast 

First  of  Present  Season's  Radio  Talks 


It  will  be  recalled  that  a  little  over  a 
year  ago  the  Alberta  Wheat  Pool  was 
faced  with  the  necessity  of  a  complete 
reorganization.  A  new  basis  of  operation 
was  decided  upon  at  that  time.  It  was 
arranged  to  modify  our  growers'  agree- 
ment and  to  give  Pool  members  the 
option  of  pooling  their  wheat  or  selling 
it  on  the  open  market.  A  further  deci- 
sion was  reached  to  operate  the  Alberta 
Pool  as  a  separate  unit.  The  other  two 
Provincial  Pools  followed  a  similar  plan, 
which  meant  the  virtual  dissolution  of  the 
Central  Selling  Agency.  As  a  consequence 
the  Alberta  Pool  set  up  a  sales  department 
of  its  own. 

All  this  had  to  be  done  within  a  very 
brief  period  in  the  summer  of  1931. 
Naturally  a  certain  amount  of  confusion 
arose  and  there  was  some  uncertainty 
and  apprehension  among  the  member- 
ship. 

Results  Satisfactory 

The  results  of  the  1931-32  operations, 
however,  were  quite  satisfactory,^  par- 
ticularly in  view  of  the  small  crop  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  Province,  the  ad- 
verse criticism  and  constant  attempts  to 
discredit  the  Pool,  the  exceptionally  keen 
competition  for  grain,  and  the  difficulties 
and  problems  encountered  in  changing 
over  a  system  of  438  elevators  from  the 
former  Pool  plan  into  a  new,  and  (to 
many  employees)  strange  method  of 
doing  business. 

The  really  fine  support  given  Alberta 
Pool  elevators  during  the  past  year  by 
Alberta  grain  growers  has  been  indeed 
encouraging.  It  has  been  definitely 
established  that  the  grain  growers  recog- 
nize plainly  the  need  for  the  continued 
development  in  this  Province  of  a  co- 
operative elevator  system,  controlled  by 
Alberta  farmers  and  operating  in  the 
exclusive  interests  of  the  men  and 
women  on  the  grain  farms  of  this  Province. 
An  idea  of  the  progress  made  by  the 
Alberta  Wheat  Pool  was  given  by  Premier 
Brownlee  on  Monday  when  he  stated 
that  the  operations  of  this  organization 
for  its  last  fiscal  year  showed  a  sub- 
stantial surplus  after  making  provision 
for  fuU  depreciation  and  the  interest 
payment  to  the  Government.  He  men- 
tioned that  each  of  the  three  Pools  is 
in  a  much  stronger  position  financially 
to  commence  the  operations  of  the 
present  year  than  last  year. 

Just  as  was  the  case  last  year,  reports 
were  circulated  during  the  summer  that 
the  Pool  was  intending  to  make  certain 
deductions  from  grain  delivered  to  its 
elevators  during  the  current  season  for 
repayment  of  the  1929  overpayment. 
This  required  immediate  and  widespread 
assurance  that  no  such  step  was  even 
contemplated.  The  policy  definitely 
decided  upon  provides  for  the  repayment 
of  the  1929  overpayment  through  earn- 
ings of  Pool  elevators.  It  was  believed 
that  if  members  were  given  the  assurance 
that  no  deductions  would  be  taken  from 
their  deliveries  to  Pool  elevators,  but 
that  the  earnings  on  the  grain  delivered 
would  be  used  to  wipe  out  their  indebted- 
ness and  re-establish  their  equity,  it 
would  be  an  incentive  to  patronize  these 
Pool  facilities.  All  things  being  equal, 
there  should  be  every  reason  for  a  Pool 
farmer  patronizing  Pool  elevators,  be- 
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cause  these  elevators  will  give  him  a 
service  and  equitable  treatment  that  is 
unsurpassed  by  any  other  system  and 
at  the  same  time  will  devote  its  earnings 
towards  the  full  re-establishment  of  his 
equity. 

Candor  With  Membership 

Another  matter  requiring  explanation 
apparently  was  the  sending  out  by  the 
AlOerta  Pool  of  statements  to  the  mem- 
bers showing  their  position  with  reference 
to  the  1929  overpayment  and  also  with 
reference  to  their  reserves.  This  was 
done  last  June.  Some  members  assumed 
that  the  statements  they  received  were 
a  demand  for  re-payment.  That  was 
never  intended.  The  statements  were 
sent  out  merely  as  a  matter  of  informa- 
tion. Alberta  Wheat  Pool  has  always 
endeavored  to  follow  a  policy  of  utmost 
candor  in  dealing  with  its  membership. 
In  this  possibly  the  organization  differs 
from  many  corporations,  but  it  is  an 
essential  part  of  the  doctrine  and  phi- 
losophy of  all  successful  co-operative 
organizations  that  the  members  oe  kept 
fully  informed  on  all  important  matters. 
No  corporate  business,  big  or  little, 
has  been  so  subjected  to  the  full  blare 
of  adverse  publicity  in  every  way,  shape 
and  form,  as  has  the  Pool  movement  in 
Western  Canada.  The  Alberta  Pool 
has  followed  the  policy  and  belief  that, 
whatever  the  wrong  ideas  that  may  be 
sfjread  by  misrepresentation  of  actions 
taken,  in  the  end  the  results  of  the  taking 
of  the  membership  into  full  confidence 
will  be  more  beneficial  than  otherwise. 

Our  organization  has  passed  through 
its  Gethsemane.  After  years  of  success 
ana  real  service  to  the  grain  growers 
of  the  West  the  Pool  has  encountered 
difficulties  of  vast  and  complex  nature. 
These  have  been  met  as  ably  and  valiant- 
ly as  the  directors,  delegates  and  officials 
knew  how.  They  have  endeavored  to 
face  and  overcome  misfortune  as  bravely 
as  possible  and  to  accept  blame  and 
obloquy  at  such  times  as  even-temperedly 
as  they  accepted  loud-sounding  praise 
in  better  times.  The  main  thing  now 
is  that  the  past  year  has  witnessed  a  real 
start  achieved  on  the  road  back  to  re- 
establishment. 

In  Tear  of  Grave  Depression 

This  was  accomplished  in  a  year  when 
scores  of  other  concerns,  big  and  little, 
were  going  deeper  into  the  mire  caused 
by  the  greatest  and  gravest  depression 
and  disturbance  among  nations  that  this 
planet  has  ever  experienced.  During  the 
past  year  we  have  seen  some  of  the 
mightiest  corporations  in  the  world 
topple  and  fall  and  some  of  the  wealthiest 
men  become  paupers.  These  financial 
disasters  range  from  the  huge  Kreuger 
&  Toll  corporation,  which  numbers 
among  its  customers  75  per  cent  of  the 
people  of  the  world;  the  immense  InsuU 
corporation,  a  giant  among  the  great 
power  interests,  whose  founder  lost  his 
entire  string  of  power  plants  and  his 
fortune  of  $200,000,000:  down  to  small 
concerns  run  in  what  their  owners  con- 
sidered a  careful  and  economical  manner. 
While  these  collapses  have  been  con- 
tinuing, the  Alberta  Pool  was  driving 
back  towards  solid  financial  ground. 
There  is  not  the  slightest  doubt  but  that, 
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SHAPE 

Red  Deer  Advocate:  The  Pool  got  into 
a  hole  because  of  the  advance  payment 
to  members  which  appeared  to  be  fully 
justified  by  the  prices  which  had  been 
reasonably  permanent  for  some  years, 
but  which  prices,  before  the  end  of  the 
1929-30  year,  had  slumped  to  a  very  low 
level,  so  that  the  Pool  could  not  sell 
to  meet  its  obligations,  and  the  Govern- 
ment came  to  its  rescue,  owing  to  the  vast 
amount  of  wheat  which  the  Pool  had  in 
reserve  and  was  handling  for  the  year. 
The  Governments  are  backing  the  Pool 
again  this  year,  in  advance,  as  they  are 
satisfied  the  Pool's  business  is  in  good 
shape. 

The  private  companies  suffered  in  the 
slump  in  prices,  but  they  resented  the 
aid  given  to  the  Pool  by  the  Governments, 
which  was  given  because  the  Pool  handled 
some  half  of  the  Province's  wheat  pro- 
duction. The  head  officers  of  some  of 
these  companies  have  not  been  as  care- 
ful in  presenting  the  Pool's  position  as 
they  ought  to  be;  but  their  financial 
position  is  not  public,  but  that  of  the 
Pool  is;  Pool  members  and  Pool  customers 
know  the  Pool's  business,  and  the  Pool 
is  trusted  as  it  has  only  one  end — to 
serve  the  interests  of  all  co-operating  in 
using  its  facilities,  and  to  gain  the  best 
advantages  in  care  and  prices  available. 
It  had  a  good  season's  business  in  1931-32 
from  its  members  and  from  thousands 
of  customers  beyond  its  members. 

 o  

A  small  boy,  leading  a  donkey,  passed 
by  an  army  camp.  A  couple  of  soldiers 
wanted  to  have  some  fun  with  the  lad. 

"What  are  you  holding  on  to  your 
brother  so  tight  for,  sonny?"  asked  one 
of  them. 

"So  he  won't  join  the  army,"  the 
youngster  replied. 


provided  Alberta  Pool  elevators  can 
maintain  their  volume  of  patronage  and 
the  confidence  of  the  grain  growers  of 
Alberta,  the  Pool  organization  will  once 
again  be  a  thriving  concern  and  a  leader 
in  the  agrarian  movement  which  has 
been  built  up  over  a  period  of  thirty 
years  in  this  prairie  country  of  Canada. 

The  trend  of  the  times  has  shown  more 
clearly  than  ever  that  if  the  farmer  is  to 
cease  being  the  beaten  and  buffetted 
victim  of  an  industrial  civilization,  the 
pawn  of  middlemen  and  the  plaything 
of  controlled  markets,  if  he  is  to  become 
the  master  of  his  own  cultural  and  econ- 
omic destiny,  he  must  desert  the  simple 
individualistic  life  he  has  led  and  develop 
towards  a  new  groupism.  Whether  we 
like  it  or  not,  it  seems  very  clear  that 
the  old  individualism  is  doomed  and  that 
agriculture  faces  a  profound  change  in 
its  economic  foundation — a  change  from 
the  individual  to  the  group.  It  is  a 
plain  choice  between  feudalism  or  federa- 
tion that  confronts  the  farmers,  and  we 
hope  the  day  will  speedily  come  when 
farmers  will  unanimouslj'  embrace  the 
trends  of  co-operative  organization  and 
by  agricultural  federation  forever  pre- 
vent the  rise  of  agricultural  feudalism. 

The  hope  of  the  Wheat  Pool  is  that  it 
will  be  able  to  take  an  active  and  useful 
part  in  the  future  development  of  the 
farm  movement,  operating  under  the 
control  of  the  actual  growers  of  grain 
and  doing  everything  in  its  power  to  re- 
establish the  fallen  fortunes  of  agri- 
culture on  a  sound  basis  once  again. 
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The  Federal  Government  and  the  Pool 


During  the  past  few  weeks  there  have 
been  pubUshed  in  at  least  two  of  the 
leading  daily  newspapers  of  Alberta, 
articles  dealing  with  the  association  of 
the  Federal  Government  and  the  Canad- 
ian Wheat  Pool  during  the  past  22  months. 
Other    Western   Canadian   daily  news- 

f)apers  have  also  recently  dealt  extensive- 
y  with  this  subject.  Up  until  lately 
there  has  been  very  little  said  in  the 
public  press  concerning  the  activities 
of  the  Federal  Government  in  the  Canad- 
ian  grain  markets.  There  has  apparently 
been  a  change  in  this  policy  of  late,  and 
since  the  articles  now  appearing  in  the 
press  are  somewhat  confusing  to  the 
uninformed,  this  article  is  being  written 
to  explain  to  the  grain  growers  of  Alberta, 
and  others  interested,  what  actually  has 
taken  place. 

The  rapid  disintegration  of  prices  on 
the  Winnipeg  grain  exchange  in  the  fall 
of  1930  created  a  panicky  state.  This 
situation  was  exceedingly  ominous  and 
a  crisis  was  developing  rapidly.  The 
Canadian  Wheat  Pool,  then  under  the 
management  of  John  I.  McFarland,  had 
dropped  its  initial  payment  to  fifty  cents 
a  bushel.  From  the  way  prices  were 
steadily  going  down  it  soon  became 
apparent  that  a  further  decrease  was 
necessary.  The  Federal  Government 
then  stepped  in  and  requested  the  Wheat 
Pool  not  to  reduce  the  initial  payment 
any  further.  An  understanding  was 
arrived  at  between  Mr.  McFarland  and 
the  Federal  Government  relative  to  the 
policy  that  was  to  be  followed.  Premier 
Bennett  made  the  terse  statement: 
"Arrangements  have  been  concluded  to 
insure  the  orderly  marketing  of  the  wheat 
crop  of  Western  Canada." 

The  result  of  this  arrangement  has 
substantially  maintained  prices  on  the 
Winnipeg   exchange   and    has  possibly 

f)revented  a  very  serious  financial  col- 
apse  throughout  the  whole  of  Canada. 
There  are  some  authorities  who  say 
Canada  has'  weathered  this  depression 
better  than  the  great  majority  of  other 
countries.  If  that  is  true  it  is  largely 
because  of  the  coalition  between  the  Federal 
Government  and  the  Central  Selling 
Agency  of  the  Wheat  Pool  taking  effective 
steps  to  prevent  complete  chaos  in  the 
Winnipeg  grain  exchange.  During  the 
last  two  years  we  have  seen  the  effect 
of  the  ravages  of  the  depression  in  the 
way  of  unemployment  and  suffering, 
the  breaking  down  of  strong  corporations, 
industries  and  financial  institutions,  but 
what  we  have  seen  is  nothing  compared 
with  what  might  readily  have  happened 
had  the  Wheat  Pool  and  the  Canadian 
Government  not  taken  the  steps  which 
they  did. 

Burden  of  Stabilization 

The  Canadian  Government,  without 
the  alliance  with  the  Wheat  Pool,  could 
not  have  undertaken  stabilization  pro- 
cesses except  at  a  cost  that  would  have 
been  tremendous.  The  Wheat  Pool  had 
the  complete  organization  with  a  large 
volume  of  wheat  delivered  by  the  mem- 
bership at  its  disposal.  This  was  freely 
used  under  Governm.ent  direction  and  the 
fact  remains  that  the  members  who  de- 
livered their  wheat  to  the  Pool  that  year 
shouldered  a  very  considerable  propor- 
tion of  the  burden  of  stabilization  of 
wheat  prices.  Those  who  got  the  lesser 
payment    and    are    today  wondering 


whether  the  discrepancy  will  later  be 
made  up  may  feel  that  they  have  been 
discriminated  against,  and  with  ample 
cause.  It  is  true  that  every  wheat 
grower  in  Western  Canada  profited  very 
materially  during  the  past  two  years  and 
to  a  considerable  extent  at  the  expense 
of  the  men  who  delivered  their  wheat  to 
the  Pool  in  1930.  Just  how  the  situation 
will  eventually  work  out  cannot  be  fore- 
told at  the  present  time.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  markets  will  readjust  them- 
selves in  order  that  a  levelling  up  of 
1930  Pool  prices  may  be  brought  about. 
More  than  500  million  bushels  of  wheat 
were  marketed  during  the  period  under 
review  at  a  substantially  greater  price 
than  would  otherwise  have  been  obtained 
because  of  the  coalition  between  the 
Federal  Government  forces  and  the 
farmers  who  delivered  their  wheat  to  the 
Wheat  Pool  in  1930-31. 

Protected  Non-Pool  Wheat 

The  Premier  of  Canada,  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  on  June  5th,  1931,  on  the 
one  occasion  he  referred  to  this  matter, 
made  it  quite  plain  that  he  had  a  full 
realization  of  the  situation.  He  said: 
"The  Pool  controlled  over  fifty  per  cent 
of  the  wheat  of  the  country  and  the 
support  given  to  the  Pool  protected  and 
supported  the  non-Pool  wheat;  that  was 
well  known  to  everybody.  At  a  given 
day  on  the  Winnipeg  exchange  it  is  a 
fact  known  to  those  who  take  the  trouble 
to  investigate,  that  but  for  the  action 
taken  by  the  Government  the  bottom 
would  have  dropped  out  of  the  market." 

Some  time  later,  when  the  Agricultural 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons 
was  considering  the  matter  of  marketing 
last  year's  wheat  crop,  prominent  mem- 
bers of  the  Winnipeg  grain  exchange 
openly  advocated  that  the  Government 
continue  its  alliance  with  the  Pool's 
selling  agency  in  order  to  prevent  possible 
chaos  on  the  exchange.  At  any  rate  this 
policy  was  followed  and  the  result  was 
Canadian  grain  market  prices,  while 
uneconomically  low,  did  not  touch  the 
disastrous  depth  which  they  inevitably 
would  have,  had  no  steps  been  taken  to 
provide  support. 

Every  observer  has  seen  the  harassed 
situation  presented  throughout  agri- 
cultural and  industrial  Canada  because 
wheat  prices  have  been  low.  Thousands 
of  farm  families  have  been  existing  on 
a  much  reduced  standard  of  living  be- 
cause their  cash  crops  have  brought  such 
meagre  returns.  The  direct  result  has 
been  a  steady  slowing  down  of  their 
buying  power  with  a  consequent  reaction 
in  every  portion  of  Canada.  Our  national 
economy  is  built  on  the  farm  and  if  the 
wheels  of  industry  are  silent  or  turning 
very  slowly  in  the  great  industrial  cities 
of  Toronto,  Montreal,  Hamilton,  Oshawa, 
Windsor  and  others  in  Eastern  Canada, 
it  is  directly  because  the  men  on  the 
farms  are  getting  such  a  low  return  for 
their  products.  If  our  great  railways 
are  in  a  perilous  financial  situation  it  is 
due  to  the  poverty  of  the  farming  areas: 
if  there  is  unemployment  unparalleled 
in  our  history,  that  is  directly  traceable 
to  the  meagreness  of  the  wage  of  the 
men  and  women  on  the  Canadian  farms. 
Authorities  of  one  kind  and  another  may 
rant  and  talk  as  they  like,  but  the  fact 
remains  cold  and  distinct,  that  until  the 
earning  power  of  the  Canadian  farm  is 


1932-33  POOL 

It  is  quite  noticeable  that  there  has 
been  a  more  decided  trend  towards  pool- 
ing wheat  this  year  than  was  the  case 
a  year  ago.  Naturally  as  a  co-operative 
organization  we  desire  to  see  as  large  a 
volume  of  wheat  as  possible  marketed 
on  the  Pool  basis  even  although  our 
growers'  contract  has  been  modified.  We 
would  draw  attention  to  the  regulation 
in  effect  this  year  which  requires  the 
grain  grower  to  select  at  the  time  of 
delivery  of  his  wheat,  whether  it  be  placed 
in  the  pool  or  sold 'on  the  open  market. 
It  has  been  found  that  this  requirement 
is  necessary  to  permit  a  fair  policy  of 
equity  being  followed. 

In  view  of  present  low  market  prices 
it  would  appear  to  be  a  season  which  is 
quite  likely  to  produce  satisfactory  re- 
sults on  a  pooling  basis;  however,  the 
situation  has  not  sufficiently  clarified 
itself  to  justify  any  optimistic  prophecies 
of  increase  in  prices.  Pool  elevator 
agents  and  other  officials  of  this  organiza- 
tion can  hardly  be  expected  to  assume  any 
responsibility  of  advising  any  enquiring 
members  as  to  whether  they  should 
market  their  wheat  on  a  Pool  or  non-Pool 
basis.  The  only  assurance  that  can  be 
given  is  a  fair  average  price  over  the  mar- 
keting year.  Pool  members  must  accept 
full  responsibility  for  any  decision  reached 
as  to  the  method  used  by  them  in  the 
marketing  of  their  wheat — whether  it 
be  on  the  Pool  basis  or  on  the  open 
market. 

Judge:  "Gentlemen  of  the  jury,  have 
you  come  to  a  decision?" 

Foreman:  "Yes,  your  honor.  The  jury 
are  all  of  the  same  mind — temporarily 
insane." 


Old  Lady  (to  Tommy):  "Surely  your 
mother  could  find  pieces  of  material 
more  like  your  trousers  when  she  patches 
them." 

Tommy:    "That  ain't  a  patch;  that's 


restored  to  something  like  normal,  pros- 
perity will  never  be  obtained  in  the 
Dominion. 

Made  Its  Own  Arrangements 

Some  newspaper  articles  have  suggested 
that  the  Canadian  Government  was 
pitch-forked  into  this  arrangement  with 
the  Canadian  Pools.  That  is  not  true. 
The  Canadian  Government  made  its 
own  arrangements  of  its  own  accord  and 
with  the  full  knowledge  of  what  was 
entailed.  Impartial  observers,  viewing 
the  course  of  the  past  two  years,  must 
admit  that  the  developments  amply 
justified  the  action  that  was  taken. 
If  only  ten  cents  more  was  obtained  on 
every  bushel  marketed,  the  result  has 
been  that  Western  Canadian  wheat 
growers  have  got  at  least  fifty  million 
dollars  more  for  their  wheat  in  that 
period  that  they  otherwise  would  have 
received.  The  extent  to  which  wheat 
prices  dropped  in  the  United  States — a 
country  which  exports  but  a  fifth  of  her 
surplus  while  Canada  has  to  export 
four-fifths — lends  support  to  this  statement. 
Kansas  farmers  received  as  low  as  26c 
a  bushel  for  their  best  quality  wheat. 
Canadian  wheat  prices,  while  lamentably 
low,  never  touched  the  Kansas  figure. 
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U.  S.  View  of  Conference  Results 


In  view  of  the  interest  being  taken  in 
the  recent  Imperial  Economic  Conference 
at  Ottawa  and  the  various  estimates  of 
probable  results  being  made  in  Canada, 
a  viewpoint  from  the  United  States 
furnishes  interesting  reading. 

The  following  is  taken  from  Foreign 
Crops  and  Markets,  issued  by  the  United 
States  Department  of  Argiculture,  deal- 
ing with  the  Ottawa  Conference  and  the 
American  agricultural  trade.  This  par- 
ticular section  refers  to  wheat: 

"The  preferential  treaties  between  the 
United  Kingdom  and  the  other  Empire 
countries  include  a  duty  of  2s.  per  quarter 
or  504  pounds  (about  4i  cents  a  bushel 
at  current  exchange,  or  6  cents  at  par) 
on  wheat  imported  into  the  United 
Kingdom  from  countries  not  in  the 
Empire.  Empire  wheat  is  to  continue 
to  be  admitted  free  of  duty.  Since  the 
United  States  exports  about  15  per  cent 
of  her  production  annually,  of  which 
about  one-third  goes  to  the  United 
Kingdom,  this  preference  of  41  cents  a 
bushel  is  a  matter  of  direct  interest  to 
wheat  farmers  in  the  United  States. 

British  Wheat  Sources 

In  recent  years  the  United  Kingdom 
has  obtained  about  40  per  cent  of  her 
imported  wheat  from  Empire  sources 
and  about  60  per  cent  from  foreign 
countries.  Of  her  total  imports,  the  im- 
ports from  the  United  States  have  con- 
stituted about  17  per  cent  and  from  Argen- 
tina about  22  per  cent.  These  two 
countries,  however,  together  with  Canada 
and  Australia,  compete  not  only  in  the 
British  market  but  also  in  other  markets, 
the  four  countries  accounting  for  about 
80  per  cent  of  the  wheat  imported  into 
the  United  Kingdom  and  also  for  about 
80  per  cent  of  that  imported  into  other 
deficit  areas.  Moreover,  some  40  per 
cent  of  the  combined  exports  from  Canada 
and  Australia  is  sold  in  markets  outside 
the  Empire;  and  the  total  exports  of  these 
two  Dominions  to  outside  markets  ex- 
ceed the  total  British  imports  from  non- 
Empire  sources.  Furthermore,  exports 
from  these  Dominions  can  be  readily 
increased  in  view  of  the  comparative 
ease  with  which  their  wheat  areas  can 
be  extended. 

"What,  then,  should  be  the  effect  of  the 
new  4j  cent  preference?  It  would,  of 
course,  tend  to  divert  a  larger  share  of 
the  British  wheat  import  trade  to  Empire 
countries.  But  since  the  Dominions 
export  more  than  enough  wheat  to  supply 
the  entire  import  requirements  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  they  would  still  have 
to  compete  in  other  markets  with  the 
United  States,  Argentina,  and  other 
exporting  countries.  Under  these  con- 
ditions the  effect  of  the  new  preference 
should  be,  not  so  much  to  depress  the 
prices  received  by  growers  in  the  United 
States  and  Argentina  as  to  check  the 
competition  of  non-Empire  wheat  in  the 
United  Kingdom  and  to  increase  it  in 
other  markets. 

Possible  Results  of  Tariff 

"Initially,  the  4^  cent  duty  on  foreign 
wheat  should  tend  to  raise  the  price  to 
British  consumers  by  approximately  that 
amount;  but  under  this  condition  more 
non-dutiable  wheat  from  Empire  sources 


would  be  consumed  and  less  dutiable 
foreign  wheat.  Theoretically,  all  of  the 
British  imports  might  be  supplied  from 
Empire  sources.  Actually,  however,  con- 
sidering the  differences  in  quality  of  the 
various  wheats,  it  is  quite  possible  that 
considerable  foreign  (including  United 
States)  wheat  would  continue  to  be  im- 
ported. In  this  latter  event,  the  burden 
of  the  British  tariff  would  be  divided 
between  British  consumers  on  the  one 
hand  and  foreign  producers  on  the  other, 
with  but  little,  if  any,  price  gain  to  the 
Empire  producers  by  reason  of  the 
tariff.  The  factors  which  will  control 
the  distribution  of  the  incidence  of  the 
duty  as  between  British  consumers  and 
foreign  producers  will  be,  on  the  one  hand, 
the  intensity  of  the  British  demand  for 
foreign  wheat  for  the  particular  uses 
for  which  it  is  desired,  and  on  the  other, 
the  ease  or  difficulty  with  which  alter- 
native markets  can  be  found  for  such 
foreign  wheat.  The  diversion  of  Empire 
wheat  away  from  other  markets  and  into 
the  United  Kingdom  should,  of  course, 
ease  the  competition  pressure  of  Empire 
wheat  in  the  other  markets  and  make  it 
easier  to  dispose  of  foreign  wheat  in  such 
markets.  Under  these  conditions  it  is 
extremely  doubtful  whether  more  than 
a  minor  part  of  the  41  cent  British  tariff 
(6  cents  at  par)  would  have  to  be  absorbed 
by  producers  in  countries  outside  the 
Empire. 

Effect  on  World  Position 

"What  the  whole  thing  appears  to  come 
to  is  this:  A  new  tax  of  4|  cents  a  bushel 
(at  current  exchange  rates)  is  to  be  im- 
posed by  the  United  Kingdom  on  a 
volume  of  wheat  which  amounts,  on  the 
basis  of  recent  British  imports  from  non- 
Empire  countries,  to  about  ten  per  cent 
of  total  world  exports.  The  tax  does 
not  apply  to  imports  from  Empire 
countries,  and  these  countries  already 
export,  in  the  aggregate,  distinctly  more 
than  enough  wheat  to  displace  all  that 
is  subjected  to  the  tax.  Hence,  while 
the  tax  would  tend  to  divert  more  Empire 
wheat  into  the  British  market  and  more 
foreign  wheat  into  other  markets,  it  can 
hardly  be  expected  that  the  total  world 
position  would  be  much  altered.  On 
the  whole,  it  would  be  somewhat  easier 
to  find  outlets  for  Empire  wheat  and 
somewhat  more  difficult  to  find  outlets 
for  foreign  wheat.  But  in  the  ultimate 
result,  prices  received  by  exporting 
countries  outside  the  Empire,  including 
the  United  States,  can  hardly  be  expected 
to  be  lowered  by  more  than  a  small  part 
of  the  41  cent  tax. 

"The  British  Government,  however, 
has  also  kept  in  mind  the  interests  of 
consumers  in  the  United  Kingdom.  In 
the  treaties  with  Canada  and  Australia 
the  United  Kingdom  has  inserted  the 
proviso  that  the  duty  on  wheat  may  be 
removed  if  at  any  time  'Empire  producers 
are  unable  or  unwilling  to  offer  wheat  on 
first  sale  in  the  United  Kingdom  at  prices 
not  exceeding  the  world  prices,  and  in 
quantities  sufficient  to  supply  the  re- 
quirements of  the  United  Kingdom  con- 
sumers.' In  the  absence  of  any  official 
interpretation  from  its  sponsors  as  to 
how  this  provision  is  to  be  applied  in 
actual  practice,  its  meaning  must  re- 
main somewhat  uncertain." 


FIELD  CROPS  COMPETITION 

Provincial  championship  for  the  Junior 
Wheat  Club  competitions,  which  have 
just  been  completed  in  the  Province, 
was  won  this  year  by  Holborn  Club, 
located  south-west  of  Edmonton.  Close 
second  was  the  Bow  Island  Club,  east 
of  Lethbridge.  The  Holborn  Club,  with 
a  score  of  89.7  points,  wins  the  Alberta 
Department  of  Agriculture  trophy.  Bow 
Island  Club's  score  was  87.7.  Lethbridge 
Club  stood  seventh  in  the  list  with  84.5 
points,  which  indicates  the  closeness 
of  the  competition.  There  were  25 
clubs  involved  in  the  competition. 

The  winner  last  year  was  the  Mundare 
Club,  east  of  Edmonton,  and  the  year 
before  that  the  Rossington  Club  were 
victors.  The  winning  club  this  year 
grew  Reward  wheat.  The  club  leader 
was  Henry  Woodley,  and  the  secretary 
H.  N.  McDonald.  The  club  was  super- 
vised from  the  Department  at  Edmonton, 
there  being  no  district  argiculturist  in 
the  vicinity. 

The  oats  championship  was  won  by  the 
Grande  Prairie  Club  with  88.9  points, 
but  there  is  no  trophy  for  this  competi- 
tion. The  second  in  line  was  the  Daysland 
Club  with  84.4  points. 

The  wheat  clubs  were  sponsored  by 
the  Alberta  Wheat  Pool,  and  the  oats 
clubs  by  the  United  Grain  Growers. 

Grain  clubs  and  competitions  have  been 
a  strong  feature  of  Junior  Farm  Club 
Work  in  Alberta,  and  have  been  a  factor 
in  promoting  the  use  of  pure  seed  and 
the  growing  of  clean  crops  of  high  quality. 
Last  year  there  were  27  wheat  clubs  in 
the  Province,  and  only  three  oat  clubs, 
as  against  19  oat  clubs  this  year. 

Following  are  the  scores  of  the  wheat 
clubs  this  year: 

Holborn,  89.7;  Bow  Island,  87.7; 
Hayter,  86.8;  Consort,  85.6;  Vegreville, 
85.2;  Balzac,  84.9;  Lethbridge  84.5; 
Claresholm,  84.4;  Alliance,  83.6;  Rainier, 
83.5;  North  Slawa,  83.2;  Grande  Prairie, 
82.7;  Sedgewick,  82.5;  High  Prairie, 
81.2;  Athabasca,  80.2;  Youngstown,  80.1; 
Oyen,  78;  Red  Deer,  77;  Andrew,  73.8; 
Myrnam,  72.1;  Willingdon,  71.6;  Noble- 
ford,  71.6;  Hairy  Hill,  70.6;  Camrose, 
64.7;  and  Castor,  61.7. 

Following  are  the  scores  of  the  oats 
clubs  this  year: 

Grande  Prairie,  88.9;  Daysland,  84.4; 
Balzac,  83.5;  Scandia,  82;  Loyalist, 
81.6;  Lacombe,  81.5;  Bon  Accord,  80.9; 
Hardisty,  80.8;  Edson,  79;  Bulyea,  78.8; 
Castor,  78.2;  Islay,  78.1;  Brightview, 
77.7;  Nobleford,  77.3;  Camrose,  75.9; 
Myrnam,  75.8;  Vegreville,  75.4;  Willing- 
don, 71.3;  and  Sedgewick,  69.1. 

THE  LAUGH  LINE 

Judge:  "I  seem  to  have  seen  your 
face  before." 

Accused:  "I  taught  your  daughter 
singing." 

Judge:    "Penal  servitude  for  hfe." 


Teacher:  "Johnnie,  can  you  define 
nonsense?" 

Johnnie:  "Yes,  teacher — an  elephant 
hanging  over  a  cliff  with  its  tail  tied  to  a 
daisy!" 

Cop:  "Hey,  what  are  you  trying  to 
do?" 

Drunk:  "I'm  trying  to  pull  this  lamp 
off  the  bridge,  hie;  my  wife  wants  a  bridge 
lamp." 
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General  Notes 

The  average  wheat  j'icld  for  the 
Province  of  Alberta  for  the  past  five 
years,  1931  included,  is  19.24  bushels. 


The  United  States  1932  wheat  crop 
was  estimated  at  714,538,000  bushels 
as  compared  with  894,204,000  bushels 
produced  in  1931. 

Broomhall,  the  British  authority,  esti- 
mated world  import  requirements  at 
776  million  bushels  last  crop  year. 
Actually  the  total  wheat  exports  were 
770  million  bushels. 


The  census  bureau  finds  that  in  1931 
there  were  728,664  farms  in  Canada,  of 
which  586,299  were  owned  by  the  farmer. 
Of  the  latter,  244,201  were  found  to  be 
mortgaged  on  an  average  of  49.97  (or 
virtually  50)  per  cent  of  their  value. 
The  interest  on  the  farm  mortgage  is 
one  of  the  farmer's  big  worries. 

While  last  year  Durum  wheat  sold  at 
considerable  premium  over  spring  wheat 
in  Canada,  reaching  as  high  as  20  cents 
a  bushel  at  one  time,  this  year  Durum 
is  selling  at  a  discount.  Last  year  there 
was  a  scarcity  of  Durum  wheat  in  the 
world  but  the  production  of  that  variety 
is  up  considerably  this  year. 

Canadian  export  of  wheat  in  the  month 
of  July,  1932,  reached  a  total  of  19,620,- 
224  bushels  compared  with  12,060,817 
bushels  in  July,  1931.  The  largest  buyer 
was  the  British  Isles.  There  was  also 
a  very  rapid  increase  in  the  exports  of 
rye,  which  increased  from  122,000 
bushels  to  2,480,000  bushels. 

E.  B.  Ramsay,  chairman  of  the  Board 
of  Grain  Commissioners,  is  now  in  Europe 
for  the  purpose  of  discussing  the  standards 
of  Canadian  export  grain  with  the  grain 
and  milling'  interests  of  the  United 
Kingdom  and  the  Continent.  Enquiries 
will  Be  made  particularly  into  the  question 
of  Garnet  wheat  and  practical  methods 
sought  for  dealing  with  this  variety  of 
grain. 

Thos.  D.  Campbell,  Montana  wheat 
king,  was  $60,000  behind  in  his  rent  to 
the  United  States'  Government  for  his 
leased  farm  on  the  Crow  Indian  Reserva- 
tion in  Montana.  Campbell  paid  75 
cents  an  acre  for  this  land.  Much  pub- 
licity accrued  to  Mr.  Campbell  as  a 
large  scale  farmer  in  wheat  growing  a 
few  years  ago.  He  became  famous  as 
the  forerunner  of  a  new  era  in  agriculture 
and  in  1929  supervised  the  development 
of  a  large  state  farm  in  Russia  for  the 
Soviet  Government. 

"Say,  Hilda,  that  guy  I  saw  you  with 
last  night  looked  like  a  flat  tire  to  me." 

"Yeah,  he  was.  I'm  gonna  use  him  for 
a  spare  from  now  on." 


Woman  at  masked  b.ill:  "Here  comes 
that  man  who  has  i)ren  following  mo 
around  all  •vening.  How  can  I  get  rid 
of  him?" 

Companion:  "Unmask." 


ALBERTA   WHEAT  POOL  SECTION 

United  States  Federal  Farm  Board 
have  reduced  their  holdings  to  three 
million  bushels  of  cash  wheat  and  a 
certain  amount  of  futures  contracts. 
These  are  not  to  be  sold  until  after 
January  1st,  1933. 

A  Pool  firmer  writing  in  the  Forest- 
burg  Herald  says:  "In  1927  an  elevator 
was  built  at  the  request  of  Pool  Members 
in  this  district.  Why  deprive  yourself 
of  the  use  of  your  Elevator  and  put  your 
wheat  in  your  neighbor's  bin  when  you 
have  one  of  your  own?  Your  support 
is  needed." 

Government  figures  show  exports  of 
Canadian  wheat  and  coarse  grains  in 
the  crop  year  ending  July  31st,  1932, 
totalled  214,480,094  bushels.  Over  75 
per  cent  was  shipped  through  Canadian 
ports.  Vancouver  led  all  other  Canadian 
ports  in  the  export  movement  of  grain, 
75,332,981  bushels  being  shipped  from 
there.  Montreal  came  second  with 
63,756,507  bushels. 

IMPORTERS'  WHEAT 
REQUIREMENTS 
(Broomhall  Preliminary  Estimate) 


1932-33  1931-32 

Europe  504,000,000  568,000,000 

Non-Europe.  .  .200,000,000  208,000,000 

World  704,000,000  776,000,000 

Expected  Exports 

United  States  .  128,000,000  137,000,000 

Canada  256,000,000  200,000,000 

Argentine  130,000,000  144,000,000 

Australia  120,000,000  144,000,000 

Russia                  40,000,000  72,000,000 

Balkans                8,000,000  63,000,000 

North  Africa, 

India,  etc           16,000,000  16,000,000 


Total  704,000,000  776,000.000 


A  newspaper  report  credited  the  Al- 
berta Wheat  Pool  with  estimating  Can- 
adian crop  475  million  bushels.  This  was 
erroneous,  as  neither  the  Alberta  Wheat 
Pool  nor  Canadian  Wheat  Pool  now 
make  or  issue  estimates  of  the  crop. 
Facilities  of  the  Alberta  Wheat  Pool 
are  extended  to  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment Bureau  of  Statistics  to  aid  that 
organization  in  preparing  its  crop  report. 


MANITOBA  FREE  PRESS  ESTIMATES 
1932  CROP 


Acres      Yield  Bushels 

WHEAT 

Manitoba          2,651,000    15-J  41,090,500 

Saskatchewan  .15,543,000    14  217,602,000 

Alberta   8,201,000    20^  168,120,500 


26,395,000  426,813,000 

OATS 

Manitoba           1,463,500  22  32,197,000 

Saskatchewan  .  4,364,700  28  122,211,600 

Alberta             2,704,800  38  102,782,400 


8,533,000  257,191,000 

BARLEY 

Manitoba           1,123,300  18       20  219,400 

Saskatchewan  .  1,329,500  20  26,590,000 

Alberta                701,300  28  19,636,400 


3.154,100  66,445,800 

RYE 

Manitoba              40,600  12  487,200 

Saskatchewan  .     482,500  12  5,790,000 

Alberta                183,100  18  3,295,800 


706,200  9,573,000 

FLAX 

Manitoba              49,300  7  345,100 

Saskatchewan  .     381,200  7  2,668,400 

Alberta                 15,200  10  152,000 


445,700  3,165,500 


Estimate  of  Prairie  Crops 


Canadian  Government  estimated  the  wheat  crop  of  the  three  Prairie  Provinces 
at  446,000,000  bushels,  in  a  report  presented  by  the  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics  on 
September  10th.    The  wheat  crop  of  all  Canada  is  estimated  at  467,150,000  bushels. 

The  yield  per  acre  for  the  entire  West  was  fixed  at  nearly  17  bushels. 

The  figures  for  wheat,  oats,  barley,  rye  and  flax  for  this  year  as  compared  with 
last  year  are  given  herewith: 


Acres  Bus.  per  acre  Bushels 


Field  Crops 

1932 

1931 

1932 

1931 

1932 

'  1931 

MANITOBA 

Wheat  

Oats  

Rye  

2,651,000 
1,463,500 
1,123,300 
40,600 
49,300 

2,5.77.780 
1,495,944 
1,112,863 
49,128 
97,562 

17.7 
29.1 
20.9 
16.8 
8.0 

10.5 
17.0 
13.8 
13.4 
4.6 

47,000,000 
42,600,000 
23,400,000 
684,000 
396,000 

27,000,000 
25,500,000 
15,400,000 
661,000 
450,000 

SASKATCHEWAN 

Wheat  

Oats  

Barley  

Rve  

Flax  

15,543,000 
4,364,700 
1,329,500 
482.500 
.  ,  ,  381,200 

14,775,047 
4,368,735 
1,366.092 
510.562 
492,168 

14.6 
29.0 
20.3 
15.0 
6.6 

8.2 
15.5 
10.5 
4.7 
3.7 

227,000,000 
126,600,000 
27,000,000 
7,224,000 
2,516,000 

121,000,000 
67,700,000 
14.340,000 
2,396,000 
1,820,000 

ALBERTA 

Wheat  

Oats  

Barley  

Rve  

Fl.ax  

8,201,000 
2,704,800 
701,300 
183,100 
15.200 

7,999,895 
2,447.288 
723.772 
152,019 
28.831 

21.0 
39.0 
28.6 
20.1 
9.2 

17.0 
37.0 
28.7 
7.2 
6.2 

172,000,000 
105,500,000 
20,000,000 
3,678,000 
1 40,000 

136,000,000 
90,500,000 
20,800,000 
1,100,000 
200,000 
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SEEK  FURTHER  INFLATION 

(From  Pool  Broadcast  Sept.  30th) 

Mention  has  been  made  of  the  fact 
that  Australia  was  aided  very  materially 
in  the  sale  of  her  wheat  crop  last  year  by 
the  fact  that  her  money  was  heavily 
depreciated.  At  present  Australian  ex- 
change is  depreciated  20  per  cent  below 
the  British  pound  sterling.  As  the  - 
British  pound  is  20  per  cent  below  the 
Canadian  dollar  the  advantage  in  selling 
accruing  to  the  Australian  wheat  grower 
as  against  the  Canadian  grower  is  easily 
seen. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  Aus- 
tralian Government  is  giving  considera- 
tion to  the  Australian  farmers'  request 
to  further  depreciate  Australian  money 
by  pegging  the  exchange  at  a  consider- 
ably higher  rate  than  has  prevailed  dur- 
ing the  past  year.  The  Commonwealth 
Bank  board  is  opposed  to  the  idea,  but 
the  bank  of  New  South  Wales  and  some 
of  the  commercial  banks  seem  to  favor 
it.  New  South  Wales  is  the  leading 
Australian  state  in  wheat  production. 

Paid  Nine  Cent  Bonus 

For  last  season's  wheat  crop  Australian 
wheat  growers  were  paid  a  bonus  of  9 
cents  per  bushel  on  178  million  bushels 
delivered.  For  the  new  crop,  however, 
the  Ministry  of  Commerce  has  announced 
the  decision  to  postpone  any  considera- 
tion of  a  bounty  payment.  They  are 
awaiting  the  price  position  after  the  final 
outcome  of  the  Northern  Hemisphere 
crop  is  determined.  An  alternative  to 
the  bounty  plan  for  increasing  the  ex- 
change by  further  de-valuating  Australian 
money,  is  a  proposed  tax  on  flour  for 
domestic  consumption  sufficient  to  pay 
a  bounty  on  wheat  as  high  as  the  Govern- 
ment paid  in  1931-32. 

The  latest  official. estimate  of  the  new 
Australian  wheat  crop  is  190  million 
bushels  as  compared  with  183  million 
bushels  produced  last  year.  This  esti- 
mate has  been  issued  by  the  Agricultural 
Commissioner  at  Sydney,  but  private 
estimators  believe  the  figure  is  low.  The 
acreage  seeded  this  year  is  16,817,000, 
or  an  increase  of  over  two  million  from 
last  year's  acreage. 

Canada's  interest  in  Australian  wheat 
plans  lies  in  the  keen  competition  afforded 
by  the  island  continent  in  wheat  selling 
last  year.  Australia's  heavily  depreciated 
money  gives  Australian  wheat  growers 
a  big  price  advantage  and  one  that  the 
high  quality  of  Canadian  wheat  as  com- 
pared with  Australia's  product,  cannot 
overcome  in  direct  competition.  While 
the  depreciated  Australian  money  is  not 
nearly  as  valuable  as  Canadian  money 
in  making  foreign  purchases,  still  the 
Australian  wheat  grower  gets  a  high 
price  for  his  product  in  his  own  money 
and  can  pay  his  debts  and  taxes  with  it. 
That  is  an  extremely  important  considera- 
tion. Australian  wheat  growers  have 
been  receiving  over  50  cents  a  bushel 
in  Australian  funds  at  local  marketing 
points  for  their  wheat,  while  Canadian 
wheat  growers  have  been  receiving  a 
little  over  30  cents  a  bushel. 

 o  

Alberta  Pool  elevator  at  East  Coulee 
has  been  moved  to  Tilley  and  is  now 
open  for  business.  This  is  a  40,000  bushel 
house. 


Alberta  Wheat  Pool  reports  a  larger 
volume  of  wheat  being  delivered  on  Pool 
basis  this  season  to  date  than  compared 
with  volnmp  pooled  same  date  a  vear  ago. 


T  HE    U.  F.  A. 


ALBERTA   WHEAT   POOL  SECTION 

WHEAT  POOL  MEETINGS 

Meetings  will  be  held  in  the  Peace 
River  Block  during  the  month  of  October 
at  the  undermentioned  places: 

High  Prairie,  October  11th  at  2  p.m. 

Rvcroft,       October  13th  at  8  p.m. 

Rolla,  B.C.     October  19th  at  8  p.m. 

Speakers  will  be  Ben  S.  Plumer, 
director,  and  Walter  R.  Mueller,  delegate. 

Berwyn,         October  11th  at  8  p.m. 

Fairview        October  12th  at  8  p.m. 

Conducted  by  Ben  S.  Plumer,  director, 
and  M.  E.  Williamson,  delegate. 

Sexsmith,       October  14th  at  8  p.m. 

Wembley,      October  17th  at  8  p.m. 

Beaverlodge,  October  18th  at  8  p.m. 

Speakers  will  be  Ben  S.  Plumer,  director, 
and  E.  H.  Keith,  delegate. 


DEPRESSION  PRIZE  COMPETITION 

The  Western  Producer  has  started  a 
prize  competition  for  the  daily  press  of 
Canada,  to  reward  editors  who  make  the 
most  outstanding  contributions  towards 
solving  the  agricultural  depression.  The 
first  prize  this  week  is  two  left  foot  rubbers, 
both  ripped  a  little,  and  will  be  given,  if 
called  for,  to  the  editor  of  The  Winniveg 
Tribune,  for  an  editorial  on:  "Mr. 
Brownlee's  Warning,"  from  which  the 
following  extract  is  taken: 

"The  crops  harvested  in  the  West  this 
year  will  enable  most  of  the  farmers  to 
pay  their  current  year's  bills,  pay  a  current 
year's  taxes,  make  essential  machinery 
replacements,  buy  clothing  and  other 
necessities  of  life  for  their  families,  and 
carrv  on  next  year.  But  at  the  price 
of  30  cents  a  bushel,  which  is  about  the 
average  the  farmer  will  receive,  many  of 
them  can  do  nothing  more  than  this.  It 
is  still  necessary  for  the  principal  creditors 
to  exercise  the  wise  forbearance  most  of 
them  have  been  using  for  the  past  two 
or  three  years." 


70  Pounds  to  the  Bushel 

Wheat  of  exceptional  weight  was 
grown  this  year  by  J.  H.  Murray  of 
Dimsdale,  the  grain  averaging  70  pounds 
to  the  bushel.  The  wheat  is  Reward, 
Beaverlodge  strain,  and  Mr.  Murray 
credits  his  success  to  fo'lowing  Mr. 
Albright's  directions  in  regard  to  time 
of  cutting.  He  cut  when  the  kernel  was 
in  the  firm  dough  stage.  Another  factor, 
he  said,  was  the  stocking,  this  being 
done  "Manitoba"  or  "Peace  River" 
style— angling  southwest,  six  sheaves 
long,  two  on  each  side  and  two  on  too. 
The  top  ones  were  tied  by  having  a  few 
stalks  of  one  bundle  laced  under  the 
binder  twine  of  the  other.  Heads  of  the 
top  sheaves  were  placed  facing  south- 
west. It  is  said  that  grain  stooked  in 
this  manner  is  ready  24  hours  earlier  after 
a  rain  than  in  any  other  way.  Mr. 
Murray  was  credited  with  having  one  of 
the  best  stooked  fields  in  the  district. 
He  had  150  acres  of  wheat  and  harvested 
30  to  35  bushels  to  the  acre. — Grande 
Prairie  Tribune. 

 o  

Approximately  18  per  cent  of  all  the 
grain  handled  by  the  Saskatchewan 
Pool  Elevators  last  season  was  delivered 
bv  farmers  who  were  not  contract  signers. 
This  was  by  far  the  largest  percentage  of 
grain  ever  handled  from  non-Pool  farmers 
and  is  a  good  indication  of  the  wideapre.id 
confidence  placed  in  the  organization  by 
the  farmers,  whether  they  are  contract 
signers  or  not.  —  Manifohn  Cn-npernfor: 
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1932-33  POOLING  REGULATIONS 

In  order  to  make  the  Alberta  Wheat 
Pool's  position  clear  as  to  basis  of  delivery 
of  wheat  to  the  1932-33  voluntary  pool, 
conditions  as  laid  down  are  herewith 
given: 

1.  Street  or  Cash  Ticket  Deliveries: 

At  time  of  delivery  by  wagon  load,  Pool 
member  must  elect  as  to  whether  he 
desires  to  accept  settlement  on  Pool 
basis  or  dispose  of  same  under  open 
market  conditions,  and  such  settlement 
to  be  final  insofar  as  method  of  market- 
ing is  concerned. 

2.  Special  Bin  Lots:  At  time  of 
shipment  of  carlots  of  Special  Bin  wheat. 
Pool  member  must  elect  as  to  whether 
he  desires  to  market  same  on  Pool  basis, 
otherwise  he  will  not  have  the  privilege 
at  a  subsequent  date,  during  the  season 
of  altering  to  pool  basis.  In  electing  to 
market  special  bin  shipments  on  Pool 
basis,  it  will  be  necessary  to  have  special 
pooling  agreement.  Form  B-1,  signed 
by  the  member  delivering  same,  and 
this  form  should  accompany  bill  of  lading 
on  each  shipment  which  is  being  marketed 
on  Pool  basis. 

3.  Graded  Storage:  Pool  member 
must  elect  within  fifteen  days  from  date 
of  issue  of  each  graded  storage  ticket 
as  to  accepting  Pool  settlement,  other- 
wise wheat  represented  by  such  tickets 
will  not  be  eligible  for  pooling  at  a  sub- 
sequent date. 

United  States  1932  wheat  crop  (esti- 
mated) 723  million  bushels;  1931  wheat 
crop  893  million  bushels. 

Saskatchewan  Pool  Elevators  system 
now  includes  1068  country  houses  with 
a  capacity  of  35  million  bushels.  Three 
country  elevators  were  added  this  year 
and  one  was  dismantled. 

The  Port  of  Vancouver  shipped  84,- 
524,695  bushels  of  wheat  during  the  year 
endins:  July  31st,  1932,  as  compared  with 
74,157,053  bushels  the  previous  year. 

Alberta  Pool  Elevators  have  let  the 
contract  to  build  a  40,000  bushel  elevator 
at  Dimsdale  in  the  Peace  River  Block, 
to  replace  Pool  elevator  destroyed  there 
by  lightning  a  short  time  ago. 

Ben  S.  Plumer,  Wheat  Pool  director 
for  South  Calgary,  will  address  a  series 
of  meetings  in  the  Peace  River  Block 
shortly. 


Pool  elevator  agent  at  Dalemead  ad- 
vises that  the  first  three  carloads  of 
wheat  shipped  from  that  point  were 
pooled. 

Alberta  Wheat  Pool  sold  three  cargoes 
of  wheat  to  China  during  the  week  of 
September  19th. 

An  official  report  from  Australia  states 
that  the  condition  of  the  wheat  crop 
there  is  generally  good.  Austr.ilia  in- 
creased wheat  acreage  materially  this 
year,  seeding  some  16,000,000  acres. 

Alberta  wheat  growers  desiring  to 
place  their  wheat  in  the  1932-33  Pool 
must  designate  their  intention  upon 
delivery  of  the  wheat. 


Spain's  new  wheat  crop  is  estimated 
at' 180,800,000  bushels  as  compared  with 
134.400,000  biishels  last  year. 
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Interests  of  the  United  Farm  Women 


Education  in  Hard  Times 


Warwick  Farm, 

Edgerton,  Alta. 

Dear  Farm  Women: 

There  is  not  much  use  in  talking  of 
wheat  and  the  price  it  is  bringing,  or  the 
weather  and  the  effect  it  is  having  on  the 
grain  in  stook.  I  was  about  to  remark 
we  had  better  turn  to  some  more  cheer- 
ful topic,  although  sometimes  a  cheerful 
subject  in  connection  with  present  day 
conditions  on  the  farm  is  difficult  to  find. 

The  problem  of  educating  the  children 
seemsafar  from  pleasant  subject  to  many, 
because  their  plans  and  ambitions  have 
been  so  thwarted.  Those  who  have  small 
children  who  are  still  attending  the  local 
school  are  in  many  instances  considering 
themselves  fortunate,  for,  if  anything, 
such  schools  find  themselves  possibly 
better  off  than  in  normal  times,  as  there 
is  an  abundance  of  well-qualified,  talented 
teachers  from  whom  to  choose. 

Life  a  Seige  or  Blockade 

To  those  who  are  a  few  years  older  the 
present  depression  has  indeed  meant  many 
disappointments — disappointments  felt  as 
keenly  by  the  parents  as  by  the  young 
people.  As  one  writer  recently  said: 
"These  three  years  have  inflicted  on 
mankind  a  misery  which  surpasses  save 
in  physical  pain  and  the  anguish  of 
bereavement,  the  distresses  of  the  World 
War  itself.  In  anxiety,  humiliation,  and 
physical  privation  one  can  compare  it 
only  to  the  effects  of  a  siege  or  blockade; 
it  has  turned  free  men  into  debt  slaves 
by  the  million;  where  devastation  fell 
on  a  luckless  province  that  armies 
trampled,  this  scourge  has  wasted  the 
whole  planet  by  slowing  down  the  activ- 
ities of  every  hand  and  every  wheel." 

To  us  on  the  farm  it  has  probably 
meant  less  physical  privation  than  it 
has  elsewhere,  but  it  has  meant,  as  else- 
where, much  anxiety  and  many  sacrifices. 
Perhaps  one  of  the  subjects  over  which 
more  parents  have  had  heart  aches  and 
more  children  been  disappointed  has 
been  iii  the  matter  of  their  education. 
Whereas  a  few  years  ago  they  had  looked 
forward  with  anticipation  to  going  away 
to  continue  their  studies,  now  it  has  been 
found  impossible. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  because  their 
school  education  has  been  curtailed, 
many  lives  will  be  impoverished;  and 
society  in  the  future  will  be  the  poorer 
because  the  greater  contribution  they 
might  have  made  to  its  enrichment  in 
things  of  the  mind  and  spirit  will  be  lost. 
Still,  sometimes  it  seems  as  though  we 
made  a  fetish  of  the  subjects  on  the 
school  curriculum.  We  have  considered 
clever  the  boy  or  girl  who  made  a  good 
mark  in  an  algebra  or  geometry  examina- 
tion and  paid  deference  to  those  who 
carried  off  honors  in  Latin,  notwith- 
standing the  fact  that,  possibly,  really 
very  little  had  been  added  to  the  en- 
richment of  their  lives  for  themselves 
or  for  others.  Possibly  one  of  the  re- 
sults may  have  been  a  strengthening  of 
a  selfish  tendency  to  work  for  the  high 
marks  in  life,  the  place  of  distinction, 


the  zeal  to  get  to  the  top  regardless  of 
who  is  pushed  aside. 

I  do  not  want  to  be  taken  as  belittling 
education,  but  high  schools  and  colleges 
have  not  in  themselves  the  power  neces- 
sarily to  turn  out  men  and  women  of 
most  use  in  the  world;  those  who  get 
most  out  of  life  for  themselves  and  who 
give  the  greatest  contribution. 

World's  Greatest  Need 

There  are  those  who  say  that  the 
world's  greatest  need  is  great  leaders. 
Is  it  not  rather  that  the  world's  greatest 
need  is  thinking  people?  I  doubt  very 
much  if  we  lack  for  a  few  outstanding 
people  with  a  vision,  but  we  do  lack 
most  pitifully  a  people  who  think.  At 
every  hand  we  see  people,  some  of  whom 
are  supposed  to  be  educated  people  (at 
least  if  attending  high  school  and  college 
makes  an  educated  person)  following 
old  customs,  old  creeds,  old  ideas  which 
no  longer  function  to  the  best  services 
of  humanity,  but  which  remain  unchanged 
because  public  opinion,  the  result  of 
clear  thinking,  has  not  changed  them. 

If  by  attending  high  school  and  college 
our  young  people  develop  a  greater 
capacity  to  think  clearly,  to  face  the 
questions  of  life  squarely,  to  use  their 
hands  more  dexterously — and  some  are 
no  doubt  helped  to  do  this — then  all 
who  miss  this  education  are  the  poorer, 
but  if  on  the  other  hand  the  result  is, 
as  sometimes  seems  to  be  the  case,  a 
greater  collection  of  facts  and  a  dutiful 
acceptance  of  orthodoxy  in  every  form, 
then  the  loss  so  many  are  experiencing 
today  is  not  the  tragedy  it  seems. 

Now,  as  I  said,  I  am  not  trying  to 
belittle  the  ambition  of  the  boys  and 
girls  to  further  educate  themselves,  nor 
minimize  the  advantage  it  will  be  to 
them  and  to  society  as  a  whole,  but  I 
am  trying  to  help  them  look  squarely 
at  their  disappointment  and  help  them 
and  their  parents  realize  that  they  can, 
despite  that  loss,  get  much  out  of  life 
and  give  much. 

With  the  basis  acquired  in  our  country 
schools  and  with  the  widespread  wealth 
of  literature  today  there  is  a  possibility 
of  great  personal  pleasure  and  great 
development  of  mind.  Life  and  experi- 
ence are  wonderful  tea'chers  as  well  as 
college  professors  and  teachers,  and 
perhaps  the  ones  who  feel  most  keenly 
they  are  missing  much,  instead  of  settling 
down  and  unnecessarily  accepting  con- 
ditions as  inevitable,  will  work  the  harder 
that  they  may  be  changed  and  those 
who  come  after  may  have  what  they 
have  lacked. 

One  of  the  best  speeches  I  have  listened 
to  in  the  last  few  years;  one  that  should 
have  given  his  audience  great  cause  for 
thinking  and  bestirring  themselves,  was 
given  by  a  man  whose  education  at  school 
was  limited  to  the  first  few  grades,  but 
it  was  very  evident  that  his  reading  and 
studying  and  thinking  had  not  ended 
when  his  school  books  were  closed. 
There  are  many  others  who  have  similarly 
continued  to  develop  their  mental  powers 
long  after  they  have  left  school. 


Nor  does  the  thoughtfulness  for  every 
day  life  have  to  be  acquired  in  high  school 
or  university;  and  yet  how  much  it  adds 
to  life!  Most  of  the  heart  aches  we  ex- 
perience at  the  hands  of  others  are  not 
deliberate,  but  merely  the  result  of  some- 
one not  thinking. 

We  need  not  despair  but  that  our 
boys   and   girls   will   grow   up  kindly, 
thoughtful  men  and  women. 
Yours  sincerely, 

H.  ZELLA  SPENCER. 

Onward 

The  following  verses  were  written  by 
Mrs.  S.  E.  Kiser,  formerly  U.F.W.A. 
Director  for  Macleod,  in  commemoration 
of  the  sixteenth  anniversary  of  the 
formation  of  High  River  U.F.W.A.  Local: 

Struggling  out  of  the  shadows 

Toward  the  ever  beckoning  light, 

To  a  higher  plane  of  justice 
To  a  keener  sense  of  right. 

Striving  to  break  the  fetters 

That  have  bound  and  held  in  thrall 

Seeking,  like  slaves,  a  freedom 
To  be  shared  by  one  and  all. 

"Equity"  on  far  flung  banner, 
"Service"  the  watchword  bold, 

With  help  and  aid  of  our  fellows 
This  pledge  is  good  as  gold. 

We  have  crossed  the  turbulent  waters 
And  reached  the  nearer  shore; 

The  heights  still  loom  before  us 
We  must  struggle  as  before. 

We  shall  hear  the  laugh  of  the  scorners. 

The  Mighty  of  the  land 
Will  spurn  with  contempt  the  effort 

Of  a  loyal  thinking  band. 

Still  we  shall  press  onward, 

With  the  task  that  we've  begun, 

To  the  golden  dawn  of  a  brighter  day. 
Till  our  goal,  at  last,  is  won. 

 o  

Conference  for  Red  Deer  East 

About  eighty  women  attended  the 
U.F.W.A.  Conference  for  the  eastern 
part  of  Red  Deer  Federal  Constituency, 
held  at  Loyalty  Schoolhouse.  Mrs. 
Bellamy,  the  U.F.W.A.  Director,  pre- 
sided, and  Mrs.  Ida  M.  Hughes  was 
elected  secretary. 

Wilfred  Hoppins,  Junior  President, 
welcomed  the  visitors,  and  Mrs.  William 
Burns,  of  Three  Hills,  responded.  Re- 
ports of  the  year's  activities  were  given 
by  representatives  of  the  various  Locals. 

Mrs.  Warr,  Provincial  President  of 
the  U.F.W.A.,  gave  a  splendid  address 
on  the  aims  and  achievements  of  the 
U.F.A.  Government  in  Alberta  and  of 
the  U.F.A.  Group  at  Ottawa.  She  spoke  of 
the  recent  U.F.A.  Manifesto  which  called 
for  co-operation  with  all  groups  who 
realize  the  necessity  for  a  change  in  our 
social  system.  Touching  upon  the  work 
of  the  Junior  Locals,  Mrs.  Warr  urged 
the  necessity  of  inculcating  the  ideals 
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of  the  parent  organization  in  the  Junior 
Branch.  ^,  , 

F.S.  Grisdale,  M.L.A.  for  Olds,  gave  an 
informative  account  of  the  last  session 
of  the  Legislature;  Wilfred  Hoppins  con- 
tributed a  well  thought  out  address  on 
Junior  work;  and  Donald  Cameron, 
M.L.A.,  and  Ronald  Pye,  U.F.A.  Director, 
also  spoke  briefly. 

A  collection  was  taken  up  to  be  sent 
as  a  contribution  to  the  funds  of  the 
Co-operative  Commonwealth  Federation. 

A  delightful  solo  by  Miss  Jean  Stasel, 
and  the  community  singing,  led  by  Mrs. 
Boles,  with  Mrs.  Stasel  at  the  piano, 
were  enjoyed  by  everyone  present.  There 
was  a  verv  pleasant  informal  basket 
picnic  lunch  at  noon,  preceding  the 
opening  of  the  conference. 


DIRECTOR'S  MEETINGS 

During  the  summer,  Mrs.  C.  Stong, 
U.F.W.A.  Director  for  Peace  River 
North,  addressed  meetings  at  Walkers, 
Erin  Lodge,  Fairview,  Golden  Meadow, 
Whitelaw,  Last  Lake,  Brownvale,  Berwyn, 
Dead  Wood,  North  Star,  Hotchkiss, 
Notekiwin,  Clear  Hills,  Stewart  School, 
Kaufman  Hill,  Peace  River  and  Engle- 
wood. 


Activities  of  the  U.F.  W.A. 

Notre  Dame:  Held  a  successful  picnic 
and  a  dry-cleaning  demonstration. 

Bobtail:  Enjoyed  a  dry-cleaning 
demonstration  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  S. 
A.  McPherson. 

Willow  Bank :  Are  particularly  interest- 
ed in  the  co-operative  purchasing  work 
of  the  U.F.A. 

Winona:  Enjoyed  a  visit  and  an  ad- 
dress by  Mrs.  Postans,  at  a  meeting  at 
the  home  of  Mrs.  Huck. 

Wild  Rose:  Plan  a  lace-making  ex- 
hibition; entertained  the  Junior  Local  at 
a  summer  meeting. 

Kleskun  Hill :  Held  a  successful  dance 
recently;  made  a  comforter  for  a  family 
who  had  lost  their  home  by  fire. 

Rose  Leaf:  Are  a  small  Local,  but 
have  an  attendance  of  almost  one  hundred 
per  cent;  held  a  successful  course  in  dress- 
making recently. 

Waterhole:  Earned  $40  by  serving 
refreshments  at  the  Fairview  Sports, 
and  will  use  it  to  send  a  delegate  to  the 
Annual  Convention. 

Wellington:  Hold  regular  meetings,  in 
spite  of  the  difficulty  of  transportation, 
as  few  cars  in  the  district  are  being  run 
this  year;  at  a  baby  clinic  in  August,  27 
children  were  examined. 

Hazel  Bluff:  Have  had  an  interesting 
year  so  far;  several  members  attended 
the  Barrhead  convention  and  the  U.F. 
W.A.  Conference;  held  the  joint  annual 
picnic  in  July  and  a  course  in  interior 
decorating  in  August. 

Tofield:  Sent  representatives  to  the 
U.F.W.A.  Conference  at  Lamont  and  to 
the  Farm  Women's  Rest  Week;  sponsored 
a  dry  cleaning  demonstration  by  Miss 
Milne,  and  held  a  picnic  jointly  with  the 
U.F.A.  Local. 

Warner :  Heard  an  interesting  report 
of  the  U.F.W.A.  Conference  by  Mrs. 
Malloy,  a  paper  on  young  people's  work 
by  Mrs.  Roland,  and  a  talk  on  immigra- 
tion by  Mrs.  Pitman,  at  a  recent  meeting. 


EXTRA  SPEaAL  OFFER 


FREE 


WITH  ONLY  TWO 
COUPONS  from  the 

New  ROYAL  CROWN 

SOAP  POWDER 

Here's  an  opportunity!  A  24-inch  string  of 
high-quality,  indestructible  pearls,  ABSOLUTE- 
LY FREE. 

All  you  need  to  do  is  buy  two  packages  of  the  remarkable, 
all-purpose  New  Royal  Crown  Soap  Powder.  Tear  off 
the  coupon  from  each  of  them  and  mail  them  to  us 
with  your  name  and  address  written  plainly  and  the 
Pearls  will  be  sent  by  return  mail  at  no  extra  cost  to  you. 

This  special  introductory  offer  is  limited,  so  don't 
delay.  Get  two  Packages  of  the  New  Royal  Crown  Soap 
Powder  today.  You  will  find  it  better  in  every  way  for 
every  purpose — washing  dishes  to  laundering.  Softens 
water.    Contains  no  injurious  chemicals. 

Rush  in  your  two  Royal  Crown  Soap  Powder  Coupons  today  to 

THE  ROYAL  CROWN  SOAPS  LTD.,  WINNIPEG 


Alberta  Government 
Savings  Certificates 

SECURED  BY  THE  ENTIRE 
RESOURCES  OF  THE  PROVINCE 

Certificates  payable  one,  two  and 
three  years  from  date  of  issue. 
Interest  payable  at  5%  per  annum. 
Issued  in  denominations  of  $25,  $50, 
$100  and  larger  amounts. 

Certificates  payable  on  demand  bear- 
ing interest  at  4%  per  annum. 
Issued  for  deposits  of  $5,  $10,  $25, 
$50  and  upwards. 

SAVINGS  CERTIFICATE  BRANCH 

TREASURY  DEPT.,  HON.  G.  REID. 

Edmonton,  Alta.  Provincial  Treasurer 


Ws  Up  to  the  Women 


As  well  as  the  men,  to  inform  themselves  on  vital  public  questions.  The  U.F.A. 
Central  Office  has  some  low-priced  books  and  pamphlets  that  are  worth  studying. 

Among  them  are: 

CANADA'S  TEAPOT  DOME.    A  story  of  the  Beauharnois  power 
scandal.    A  special  rate  from  the  publishers  enables  us  to  supply 

this  at  15c 

LAND  OF  THE  SOVIETS.    About  a  Saskatchewan  farmer's  trip 

to  Russia  50c 

SEND  FOR  COMPLETE  LIST 
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Mrs.  J.  Rosa  and  Mrs  Malloy  donated 
wool  for  a  tulip  quilt  that  will  be  sold  for 
the  beDcfit  of  the  funds. 

Scapa:  Greatly  enjoyed  a  visit  and 
address  from  Mrs.  Banner,  at  a  meeting 
at  the  home  of  Mrs.  H.  A.  Burt,  when 
members  of  Chain  Lakes  U.F.W.A. 
were  also  present. 

Willow  Springs:  Spent  most  of  the 
afternoon  quilting,  at  the  August  meet- 
ing at  the  home  of  Mrs.  R.  J.  Jenkins. 
Mrs.  J.  Everitt  was  hostess  to  the  Sept- 
ember meeting. 

Energetic:  Held  good  meetings  at 
the  homes  of  Mrs.  M.  F.  Hummel  and 
Mrs.  H.  C.  Moir,  and  enjoyed  demon- 
stration by  Mrs.  C.  H.  Loder  of  a  can- 
ning machine,  and  reading  and  discussion 
of  the  monthly  bulletin. 

Eclipse:  Enjoyed  an  interesting  ad- 
dress by  Mrs.  Parlby  at  their  July  meet- 
ing. Miss  Hulett,  of  the  Red  Deer 
health  unit,  gave  a  talk  at  the  September 
meeting  on  how  to  stock  a  medicine 
cabinet  for  the  home. 

Albright:  We  have  been  informed  that 
there  was  an  error  in  the  report  of  Grand- 
mothers' Day,  copied  in  the  last  issue 
of  The  U.F.A.  from  another  paper.  It 
was  Mrs.  Fred  Hawthorne  who  toasted 
"Our  Artists"  and  Mrs.  Irvine  toasted 
"Our  Friends." 

Stettler:  Had  an  interesting  discus- 
sion on  immigration,  following  reading  of 
Mrs.  Price's  bulletin  and  a  paper  by  Mrs. 
Ed.  Barnett  at  their  August  meeting. 
About  55  women  attended  the  two-day 
course  in  interior  decorating,  conducted 
by  Miss  Goodall. 

Sedalia:  Heartily  enjoyed  addresses 
from  Mrs.  Hepburn,  Mrs.  Bishop  and 
Mrs.  Fraser,  who  were  visitors  at  recent 
meetings;  Mrs.  Fisher  was  hostess  to  the 
September  meeting,  when  it  was  decided 
to  affiliate  with  the  Peace  League  and 
to  serve  lunch  at  the  Chatauqua  in  order 
to  raise  funds. 

Beatty  and  Bowling  Green:    Had  a 

large  attendance  at  their  last  meeting, 
although  harvest  was  in  full  swing;  heard 
good  reports  of  the  Vermilion  and  Battle 
River  conventions,  from  Mrs.  H.  F. 
Peden  and  MrS.  McDuffe,  and  an  in- 
teresting paper  on  Child  Welfare  from 
Mrs.  Cowel. 

Turin:  Sponsored  a  very  successful 
flower  show,  in  co-operation  with  the 
Ladies'  Aid,  with  fine  displays  of  gladioli, 
marigolds,  asters,  sweet  peas,  goldenglow, 
hollyhocks,  pansies,  larkspur,  phlox  and 
other  varieties;  discussion  of  the  bulletin 
on  legislation  was  the  chief  feature  of 
the  September  meeting. 

Three  Hills:  Have  22  metobers  this 
year;  charged  fifty  cents  for  membership 
fee,  and  made  up  the  balance  by  raffling 
a  hooked  woollen  rug  and  cushion  and 
holding  a  whist  drive;  reouested  the  town 
to  open  a  rest  room,  which  has  been  done- 
sent  a  delegate,  Dorothy  Grant,  to  the 
Junior  Conference;  donated  a  quilt  to 
Bethany  Lodge. 

Starline:  Report  successful  summer 
meetings;  quilting,  reading  and  dis- 
cussion of  Mrs.  Price's  bulletin  on  im- 
migration and  Mrs.  Hepburn's  on  young 
people's  work,  readings  by  Miss  Pearl 
Thomas,  and  by  Mrs..  C.  j.  Strang  (the 

K^A^  ^'VPrTtt  ^  P"-^  ),  and  a  paper 
by  Mrs.  McGibbon  on  the  Imperial  Con- 
ference,  making  up  interesting  programs. 

Namao:  At  their  September  meeting, 
at  the  home  of  Mrs.  J.  Paul,  decided  to 
have  the  hall  kitchen  plastered,  and  tn 


have  church  and  hall  pianos  tuned: 
arranged  a  Hallowe'en  dance  to  raise 
funds;  heard  a  very  interesting  paper 
by  Mrs.  McPherson  on  child  and  family 
welfare;  planned  a  social  evening  at  the 
home  of  Mrs.  R.  Bailey;  have  $122  in  the 
bank. 

Landonville:  Arranged  for  a  baby 
clinic  at  which  35  children  were  examined; 
held  two  horse  shoe  tournaments,  one 
at  the  School  Fair;  have  raised  funds 
to  pay  membership  fees,  earning  a  net 
balance  of  $16.66  from  their  booth  at 
the  School  Fair  on  September  3rd;  at 
their  September  meeting  members  ex- 
pressed approval  of  Premier  Brownlee's 
reply  to  Devonia  Lake  Local,  and  of  the 
resolution  from  Nanton  U.F.W.A.  which 
went  out  with  Mrs.  Buckley's  bulletin. 

High  River:  Arranged  an  interesting 
display  of  new  and  odd  varieties  of  fruit 
and  vegetables  for  their  September 
24th  meeting;  will  hear  a  paper  by  Miss 
Margaret  Tighe  at  the  October  1st  meet- 
ing. At  an  earlier  meeting,  held  at  the 
home  of  Mrs.  T.  Black,  with  Mrs.  D.  A. 
Bell  presiding,  Mrs.  Kiser  gave  a  most 
interesting  paper  on  reading,  with  especial 
reference  to  the  reading  circle  carried 
on  last  year  by  nine  of  the  members. 
These  members,  she  said,  are  anxious 
to  continue  the  reading  circle  during 
the  coming  winter.  Mrs.  Mclrvine  pre- 
sented an  excellent  review  of  Mazo  de 
la  Roche's  works,  preceded  by  a  bio- 
graphical sketch  of  bar  life,  and  Mrs. 
MacLeod  gave  a  brief  but  stimulating 
review  of  some  chapters  of  Shaw's 
"Intelligent  Woman's  Guide."  Mrs. 
Kiser  also  spoke  of  the  fine  qualities  of 
Galsworthy's  works;  two  vocal  solos  by 
Miss  Marjorie  Black,  accompanied  by 
Miss  J.  Lind,  and  refreshments,  com- 
pleted a  delightful  afternoon. 


PRESENT  DANGERS 

Allan  Michel  of  Holborn  U.F.A.  Local 
has  forwarded  a  report  of  an  address  given 
by  Mrs.  Louise  Lucas,  president  of  the 
Women's  Section  of  the  U.F.C.  (Sask. 
Section).  The  address  presents  in  very 
simple  form,  an  outline  of  the  causes 
of  the  present  depression,  and  of  the 
dangers  confronting  the  Canadian  people 
of  being  crushed  under  the  capitalistic 
system,  on  the  one  hand,  or  finding  them- 
selves in  the  midst  of  a  revolutionary 
civil  war.  The  U.F.C,  she  said,  did  not 
believe  in  bullets;  she  felt  sure  that  a  co- 
operative system  could  be  introduced 
that  would  bring  justice  to  humanity. 

The  social  objective  of  Jesus,  declared 
Rev.  J.  W.  Bainbridge,  in  an  article 
published  in  the  Viking  News,  was  that 
all  humanity  should  be  organized  accord- 
ing to  the  will  of  God,  allowing  freedom 


REPORTS  FOR  "THE  U.F.A." 

Secretaries  of  U.F.W.A.,  U.F.A. 
and  Junior  Locals  are  requested 
to  send  in  reports  for  publication 
in  The  U.F.A.  to  reach  Calgary, 
if  possible,  by  the  21st  of  each 
month,  in  order  to  ensure  their 
appearance  in  the  issue  for  the 
1st  of  the  month  following.  Other- 
wise, they  may  have  to  be  held  over 
for  another  whole  month,  and  thus 
lose  a  large  part  of  their  value. 
The  co-operation  of  the  secretaries 
in  this  matter  would  be  very  much 
appreciated. — Editor,  The  U.F.A. 


for  the  highest  development  of  all  in- 
dividuals. Applied  to  our  own  day,  he 
said,  that  would  mean  that  individuals, 
groups  and  governments  should  function 
in  the  interests  of  human  personalities. 
Acutally,  selfish  individualism  had  been 
allowed  to  run  riot.  Mr.  Bainbridge 
went  on  to  describe  some  of  the  dis-. 
astrous  results  of  this  course;  practical 
social  Christianity  implied  the  necessity 
for  discarding  the  old,  worn-out,  econ- 
omic ^system.  Man  had  made  it,  and 
man  could  discard  it.  The  world's 
products,  including  the  powerful  means 
of  exchange — money —  must  be  brought 
under  the  control  of  the  people.  The 
Christian  transfiguration  of  the  social 
order  was  the  social  purpose  for  which 
the  church  exists,  he  said. 


The  U,RA. 
Pattern  Department 


Following  are  two  patterns  from  our 

new  Pattern  Service.  Be  sure  to  give 

size  and  number  of  pattern  and  your 

name  and  address.  The  price  is  20c 
each,  postpaid. 


MS' 


No.  857— Bolero  Frock.  This 
style  is  designed  in  sizes  6,  8,  10  and 
12  years.  Size  8  requires  If  yards 
of  39-inch  material  for  bolero  and 
skirt  with  J  yard  of  39-inch  material 
for  sleeveless  blouse. 

No.  187— Smart  Guimpe  Frock. 
This  style  is  designed  in  sizes  6,  8, 
10  and  12  years.  Size  8  requires  2i 
yards  of  39-inch  material  for  dress 
and  hat  with  If  yards  of  35-inch 
material  for  blouse  and  If  yards  of 
binding. 

 o  

A  little  miss  of  four  came  tearfully 
to  her  mother  one  morning  with  the 
complaint,  "How  can  I  button  my  dross 
when  the  button  is  in  the  hack  nnd 
I'm  in  the  front?" 
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Seasonable  Recipes 

By  AUNT  CORDELIA 


Sandwich  Fillings:  The  suggestions 
given  below  may  be  of  assistance  in  pro- 
viding variety  in  the  school  lunchbox: 

Sardines,  mashed  with  butter,  pepper, 
salt;  canned  salmon,  as  above,  with 
lemon  juice  added;  fried  bacon;  chopped 
fried  bacon  mixed  with  mashed  hard- 
boiled  eggs;  peanut  butter,  softened  with 
thin  cream  or  thin  syrup;  egg,  hard- 
boiled  or  scrambled,  with  salad  dressing; 
cooked  string  beans,  beets,  baked  beans, 
carrots  or  peas,  chopped  or  mashed;  sliced 


raw  tomatoes  or  «ucumbers;  shredded 
raw  cabbage,  or  grated  raw  carrots,  with 
salad  dressing;  ground  raisins  with  nuts 
and  either  prunes  or  dates,  moistened 
with  lemon  juice;  cottage  cheese  or  cream 
cheese  with  a  thin  coating  of  jam  or 
jelly  added;  figs,  cooked  with  a  very 
little  water  to  make  a  paste,  with  or 
without  finely  chopped  peanuts;  minced 
celery  with  chopped  walnuts  and  mixed 
with  salad  dressing;  cream  cheese  mixed 
to  a  paste  with  chopped  almonds  or 
walnuts;  grated  chocolate  creamed  with 
butter,  with  the  addition  of  a  little 
preserved  ginger,  if  liked;  cream  cheese 
with  grated  raw  apple  or  thick  apple- 
sauce; calf's  liver,  boiled  and  finely 
minced,  mixed  to  a  paste  with  chopped 
fried  bacon,  butter,  salt  and  pepper. 


U.F.A.  Junior  Activities 


WatckwoTd:  SERVICE 


Motto:  EQUITY 


Let  Us  Not  Forget  to  Be  Kind 

Dear  Juniors: 

On  consulting  the  dictionary,  I  find 
one  definition  for  "kind"  reads,  "disposed 
to  do  good  and  confer  happiness."  I 
feel  sure  that  this  is  the  meaning  intended 
in  "The  Clubwoman's  Creed,"  which  is 
used  in  many  of  the  U.F.W.A.  Locals. 
Do  we  Juniors  consider  this  petition 
"Let  us  not  forget  to  be  kind"?  Do  we 
realize  that  one  of  the  surest  signs  of 
high  character  will  generally  be  detected 
in  kindness  and  mercifulness? 

In  these  times  when  everything  is  so 
strained,  when  all  of  us  have  to  work 
so  hard  for  what  little  we  get,  could  we 
not  be  much  happier  if  we  were  more 
kind?  Let  us  make  a  real  campaign  for 
kindness  in  our  Locals,  and  see  what  good 
it  does  us  as  well  as  those  to  whom  the 
kindness  is  shown. 

Perhaps  this  will  help  in  such  a  cam- 
paign: 

"If  I  knew  that  a  word  of  mine, 
A  word  not  kind  and  true. 
Might  leave  its  trace 
On  a  loved  one's  face, 
I'd  never  speak  harshly,  would  you? 
If  I  knew  the  light  of  a  smile. 
Might  linger  the  whole  day  through, 
And  brighten  some  heart 
With  a  heavier  part, 
I  wouldn't  withhold  it,  would  you?" 
Wishing  you  all  success  in  your  Fall 
and  Winter's  work. 

Sincerely  yours, 

MARGARET  WIGHT, 
Vice-President,  Jr.  U.F.A. 
High  River,  Alta. 

Junior  News  Items 

During  the  busy  harvest  season,  most 
of  the  Junior  Locals  devote  a  large  part 
of  their  meetings  to  social  activities. 
Enchant  Local  are  arranging  for  a  play 
in  the  near  future,  and  Johnny  Canucks 
have  decided  to  put  on  programs  after 
alternate  meetings,  to  include  as  many 
short  plays  as  possible.  At  their  last 
meeting,  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Smith, 
the  fifth  chapter  was  read  of  the  book 
that  the  members  are  writing,  and  it  was 
decided  that  if  the  school  board  would 
put  a  hardwood  floor  in  May  view  school, 
the  Local  would  donate  the  proceeda  of 
a  dance  to  help  pay  for  it. 

Flag  Polo  Hill  Juniors  held  their  last  meet- 
ing at  the  Semple  Home,  and,  after  the 


business,  the  members  enjoyed  a  program 
of  recitations  and  stories,  a  contest,  and 
a  weiner  roast. 

Reading  of  their  paper,  "The  Chatter- 
box" was  greatly  enjoyed  at  the  last 
meeting  of  Willow  Springs  Juniors.  Turin 
Juniors  spent  a  pleasant  evening  in 
games  and  dancing  following  their  Sept- 
ember meeting;  Jerry  Hammon  and 
Arthur  Berent,  accompanied  by  Ernest 
Berent,  delighted  the  audience  with 
several  songs. 

Newlands  Juniors  cleared  $20  from  two 
barn  dances  held  during  the  summer,  and 
they  intend  to  take  over  the  social 
affairs  of  the  community  for  the  coming 
winter.  Consort  held  their  September 
meeting  at  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Scott,  with  a  musical  program  after  the 
business.  They  have  invited  a  neighbor- 
ing Local  to  their  November  meeting, 
which  will  take  the  form  of  a  social  even- 
ing. 

f  Beddington  Juniors  joined  with  Con- 
rich  and  Balzac  Locals  in  holding  a  field 
day,  which  proved  very  successful.  Bal- 
zac Juniors  won  the  shield  for  this  year. 
Early  in  the  summer  a  dance  was  held 
to  raise  funds  to  send  two  delegates  to 
the  Junior  Conference;  Jack  and  Doris 
Bonner  were  chosen  delegates,  and  gave 
good  reports  to  a  later  meeting.  This 
Local  has  now  thirty-two  paid-up  mem- 
i  ers. 

Loyalty  Juniors  at  their  monthly  meet- 
ing arranged  for  a  series  of  debates  to 
be  held  during  the  fall  and  winter.  If 
possible,  they  will  debate  with  teams  from 
Cornwall  and  Collingwood  districts. 

A  SPOILED  HOLIDAY 

Mistess — Did  you  enjoy  your  day  at 
the  seaside,  Mary? 

Mary — No,  I  didn't  mum,  all  the 
picture  'ouses  was  full,  so  we  'ad  ter 
wander  round  the  beach  and  watch 
the  ships  all  day! 

A  BUDDIN  dWoMATIST 

When  Bobby  went  to  visit  his  grand- 
mother he  was  much  interested  in  what- 
ever went  on  in  the  kitchen.  One  day 
she  said  to  him:  "I'm  going  to  make 
you  a  nice  little  pie  in  a  saucer,  all  for 
yourself.  Don't  you  think  I'm  pretty 
good  to  take  so  much  trouble?" 

Bobby  pondered.  "Grandma,"  he 
Bald  at  length,  "mother  told  me  not  to 
be  a  bother,  and  if  it's  going  to  be  any 
trouble  you  can  just  as  well  make  my 
pie  reg'lar  size." 
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National  Secretary  of  Commonwealth  Federation  Opens 

Season's  Program  in  Calgary 

U.P.A.  and  U.F.W.A.  Locals,  Labor  Party  Branches  and  Calgary  Branch  of  League  for  Social  Reconstruction 
Form  Joint  Committee  to  Carry  on  Educational  Program  and  Promote  Closer  Co-operation  Among 
Forward-looking  Groups  in  City — Aims  of  Federation  Set  Forth  in  Opening  Address 

By  AMELIA  TURNER 


New  times  demand  new  measures  and 
new  men; 

The  world  advances  and  in  time  outgrows 
The  laws  that  in  our  fathers'  day  were 
best; 

And,   doubtless,   after   us,   some  purer 
scheme 

Will  be  shaped  out  by  wiser  men  than  we. 
Made  wiser  by  the  steady  growth  of 
truth. 

The  time  is  ripe,  and  rotten-ripe,  for 
change. 

Then  let  it  come:    I  have  no  dread  of 
what 

Is  called  for  by  the  instinct  of  mankind; 
Nor  think  I  that  God's  world  will  fall 
apart, 

Because  we  tear  a  parchment  more  or 
less. 

Truth  is  eternal,  but  her  effluence, 
With  endless  change  is  fitted  to  the  hour; 
Her  mirror  is  turned  forward  to  reflect. 
The  promise  of  the  future,  not  the  past. 

These  familiar  and  powerful  lines 
from  James  Russell  Lowell  formed  the 
opening  of  the  first  address  given  in 
Calgary  in  the  interests  of  the  Co- 
operative Commonwealth  Federation 
since  the  conference  which  gave  it  birth. 
The  verses  are  so  peculiarly  applicable 
to  the  circumstances  of  its  birth  and  its 
spirit  and  purpose  that  one  could  almost 
think  that  the  poet,  in  writing  them,  had 
had  some  prophetic  vision  of  the  needs  and 
difficulties  and  events  of  the  year  1932. 

The  Federation  which  was  formed  on 
August  1st  is,  as  has  been  previously 
explained  in  The  U.F.A.,  a  provisional 
organization,  awaiting  ratification  by 
its  constituent  bodies.  It  has  a  national 
executive  committee  and  national  officers, 
and  provision  was  made  for  affiliation 
of  Provincial  units.  There  seemed  at 
first  to  be  little  opportunity  for  local 
branches  of  the  Farmer  and  Labor 
organizatvions  to  make  their  affiliation 
real  and  effective  in  local  work;  and  yet 
it  soon  became  apparent  that  they  were 
not  satisfied  to  go  on  as  before,  each 
carrying  on  its  own  activities  with  no 
connection  at  all  with  the  others. 
Calgary  Units  Take  Action 

So,  early  in  September,  a  meeting  was 
held  of  representatives  of  the  organiza- 
tions in  East  and  West  Calgary  Federal 
constituency  who  are  directly  or  in- 
directly affiliated  in  the  Federation. 
These  are:  the  Calgary  U.F.A.  and 
U.F.W.A.  Locals,  the  East  and  West 
Calgary  U.F.A.  Federal  Constituency 
Association,  the  Canadian  Labor  Party, 
Calgary  branch;  Unit  Number  One  of  the 
C.L.P.,  the  Women's  Section  of  the 
C.L.P.,  and  the  Calgary  Branch  of  the 
League  for  Social  Reconstruction  which, 
while  not  an  integral  part  of  the  Federa- 
tion, is  associating  itself  with  the  educa- 
tional work  of  the  Calgary  units. 

Co-operation  between  Farmer  and 
Labor    organizations    in    the  Calgary 


constituencies  is  of  course  no  new  thing; 
in  every  Federal  election  since  1921 
as  well  as  in  the  Co-operative  Dairy, 
the  two  movements  have  worked  to- 
gether harmoniously  and  effectively. 
At  the  joint  meeting  it  was  soon  obvious 
that  there  was  a  very  real  "will  to  co- 
operate", and  that  the  only  questions 
for  discussion  were  those  of  ways  and 
means.  It  was  agreed  that  anything 
in  the  way  of  merging  of  organizations 
would  be  unwise  and,  in  fact,  quite  con- 
trary to  the  constitution  of  the  Federa- 
tion, which  is,  as  its  name  implies,  a 
federation  of  organizations,  and  not  a 
party  or  association  of  individuals.  In 
educational  work,  however,  it  was  felt 
that  there  could  and  should  be  co-opera- 
tion; so  the  meeting  voted  to  set  up  a 
provisional  committee,  of  one  person  from 
each  organization  represented,  to  carry 
on  weekly  propaganda  meetings  in  the 
interests  of  the  Co-operative  Common- 
wealth Federation,  and  to  "explore  the 
best  methods  of  co-operation  between  the 
member  organizations  of  the  Federation, 
in  consultation  with  the  national  officers." 

The  series  of  public  meetings  was 
commenced  on  September  18th,  with 
Norman  F.  Priestley,  national  secretary 
of  the  Federation,  as  the  speaker.  His 
subject  was  the  Federation  itself — the 
conditions  leading  to  its  formation, 
its  constitution,  its  program,  and  its 
history  of  six  weeks.  There  was  a  good 
audience,  who  listened  with  every  evidence 
of  attention  and  appreciation. 

The  necessity  for  change,  began  the 
speaker,  quoting  the  verses  which  are 
reproduced  at  the  beginning  of  this 
article,  was  becoming  universally  recog- 
nized. He  quoted  Herbert  Hoover  as 
stating  that  within  two  years  there  had 
been  revolutions  or  acute  social  disorders 
in  19  countries,  that  10  countries  had 
been  unable  to  meet  their  external 
obligations,  and  that  in  14  countries 
former  monetary  standards  had  been 
temporarily  abandoned;  and  an  Eastern 
University  professor  who  had  described 
the  present  depression  as  the  'most 
comprehensive  in  its'  economic  character 
and  the  most  extensive  in  its  geographic 
scope"  in  the  world's  history.  As  an 
instance  of  the  change  that  was  taking 
place  in  the  thinking  of  individuals,  Mr. 
Priestley  told  of  four  persons  in  one 
man's  circle  of  acquaintances — a  well- 
to-do  farmer,  a  lawyer,  an  elderly  clergy- 
man and  a  civil  servant  in  good  circum- 
stances— who  had  recently  become  con- 
vinced of  the  need  for  vital  changes  in 
our  economic  system. 

Some  who  found  change  imperative 
did  not  know  where  their  next  meal  was 
coming  from,  saw  winter  coming  on  and 
had  no  assurance  from  any  individual 
or  any  government  that  they  would 
have  food  and  clothing.  Theirs,  in  some 
cases,  was  a  counsel  of  despair.  Others, 
while  wanting  change,  were  still  physically 
comfortable,  and  they  wanted  it  to  come 


slowly;  they  wanted  the  maximum  time 
for  personal  adjustment. 

Question  Confronting  World 

But  the  question  confronting  all  of  the 
civilized  world  was:  Shall  we  dally  until 
events  overtake  us,  or  shall  we  act  in- 
telligently and  shape  events  according 
to  our  liking?  Within  a  few  weeks  every 
municipality  in  Canada,  in  common 
with  almost  the  whole  of  the  (so-called) 
civilized  world,  would  find  itself  con- 
fronted with  the  task  of  feeding  thousands 
of  its  citizens,  or  hundreds,  as  the  case 
might  be,  from  the  common  funds. 
"Communism"  of  a  kind  was  being 
forced  upon  us. 

Prices  of  staple  farm  products  were 
never  lower  than  today,  when  the  best 
wheat  was  being  sold  on  the  street  for 
thirty  cents  a  bushel — half  a  cent  a 
pound. 

He  might  be  accused  of  pessimism,  said 
the  speaker,  and  a  friend  of  the  Federa- 
tion had  advised  against  pessimism, 
adding  cynically  that  "the  people  like 
to  be  fooled."  But  we  must  face  realities. 
Behind  the  superficalities  of  the  press, 
one  could  not  but  see  that  there  was 
steadily  going  on  a  reduction  of  the 
standard  of  living,  dismissal  of  public 
servants,  reduction  of  wages  and  salaries, 
bankruptcies  in  business,  and  the  steady 
contraction  of  purchasing  power  of  the 
general  consumer.  "I  do  not  see,  any- 
where," continued  Mr.  Priestley,  "justi- 
fication for  optimism  with  respect  to 
economic  conditions  of  the  immediate 
future." 

The  time  for  action  had  therefore  come. 
The  idea  was  growing  that  the  working 
elements  of  society  must  obtain  power 
over  the  industrial  machine  and  use  it 
to  bring  to  book  the  powers  that  be. 
The  forces  in  society  which  believed  in 
orderly  progress,  which  believed  still  in 
democracy,  must  move,  and  move  swiftly, 
if  they  were  to  save  democracy. 

Hence  the  Federation. 

"Some  social  thinkers  would  say  that 
in  Canada  at  this  time  we  have  'an 
imminently  revolutionary  situation.'  1 
feel  positive  there  cannot  be  in  Canada 
a  revolution  of  a  physical  nature;  but 
I  feel  equally  sure  that  there  must  be 
a  revolution  of  a  mental  nature  or  there 
may  be  a  physical  revolution.  Not 
because  of  the  starving  unemployed;  nor 
by  reason  of  the  mouthings  of  a  press 
bitter  on  behalf  of  the  working  class  or 
sarcastic  against  the  working  class; 
though  there  is  a  great  possibility  that 
some  of  those  people  who  talk  of  'pink 
Soviets,'  who  belittle  us,  and  say  that  we 
are  united  only  by  discontent,  are  flying 
blindly  in  the  face  of  circumstance,  and 
it  may  be  that  some  of  these  days  there 
will  be  a  reckoning.  But  such  a  situation 
will  be  because  of  the  refusal  of  vast 
numbers  of  intelligent  men  to  tolerate 
any  longer  a  condition  of  scarcity  and 
positive  hardship,  not  to  mention  gruel- 
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ling  uncertainty  in  the  midst  of  the 
bounty  of  nature  and  the  productivity  of 
man." 

Aims  of  Federation 

Mr.  Priestley  proceeded  to  give  an 
outline  of  what  tne  Federation  is,  and 
what  it  hopes  to  become.  "Abstractly 
speaking,"  he  said,  "the  Federation  is 
the  achievement  of  organizations  pledged 
to  fundamental  change  in  society  of  a 
measure  of  co-ordination  and  unity. 
More  simply,  it  is  an  alignment  of  Farmer 
and  Labor  forces  for  the  control  of 
the  political  machinery  of  this  Dominion." 
Nine  bodies  had  been  represented  at  the 
meeting  on  August  1st,  when  the  Federa- 
tion came  into  being;  all  from  Western 
Canada,  with  one  exception.  These 
organizations  had  a  history,  they  had 
traditions,  they  had  machinery.  They 
had  developed  a  measure  of  co-ordination 
in  the  Federal  field,  their  representatives 
working  well  together  in  the  Federal 
Parliament. 

"Ignorance  and  apathy  will  stand  in 
our  way,  but  we  are  going  to  attempt 
to  capitalize  upon  the  experience  of  the 
last  25  or  50  years — of  the  last  hundred 
years — and  produce  a  new  social  order 
here  in  Canada.  We  are  going  to  appeal 
to  enlightened  self-interest;  we  are  going 
to  try  to  arouse  ethical  consciousness; 
we  are  going  to  call  upon  the  religious 
enthusiasm  and  devotion  of  people  who 
feel  that  something  must  be  done,  but 
who  haven't  had  a  metier  yet  in  which 
to   express  themselves." 

Mr.  Priestley  quoted  the  general 
program  of  the  Federation,  and  discussed 
the  eight-point  platform,  which  was 
printed  in  the  August  1st  issue  of  The 
U.F.A.  With  reference  to  the  clause 
calling  for  "a  planned  system  of  social 
economy"  he  declared  that  the  ineffici- 
ency and  wastefulness  of  our  present 
system  are  nowhere  more  apparent  than 
in  Western  Canada.  The  change  from 
pioneer  conditions  had  been  carried  on 
with  entire  absence  of  constructive  direc- 
tion; railways  and  other  corporations,  as 
well  as  individuals,  had  worked  for 
their  own  ends,  with  utter  disregard 
of  the  results  as  they  would  affect  the 
people  as  a  whole. 

No  Sudden  Emergence 

"The  Federation,"  continued  Mr. 
Priestley,  "is  no  sudden  emergence  of 
hot-headed  devotees  of  new  social  doc- 
trines, who  yesterday  when  they  were 
comfortable  worshipped  other  gods  and 
proclaimed  other  creeds,  and  whose 
allegiance  in  many  cases  would  again 
be  readily  transferred  should  the  much 
heralded  'up-swing'  take  place.  The 
Federation  has  a  background.  It  has 
traditions.  Its  constitutent  bodies  have 
a  history  and  have  had  experience.  They 
have  developed  a  philosophy.  They  have 
adapted  their  piulosophy  to  Canadian 
conditions  and  to  the  world  situation. 
Their  analyses  of  the  evils  of  Capitalism 
have  become  current  talk  in  the  mouths 
of  people  of  all  classes.  Their  policies 
are  being  seriously  discussed  in  almost 
every  legislative  body  in  the  civilized 
world.  We  are  in  line  with  the  times. 
We  are  out  to  do  things,  and  we  want 
your  help." 

Letters  had  been  received  from  eight 
of  the  nine  Provinces  supporting  the 
Federation.  They  had  come  from  un- 
employed. Labor,  Socialist,  farmer  groups; 
from  men  of  all  professions.  They  ex- 
pressed the  hope  that  the  Federation 
was  going  to  do  something  for  the  life 
of  Canada. 

He  had  fears,  declared  Mr.  Priestley, 
that  we  were  not  sufficiently  concerned 
about  social  progress  and  social  wrongs; 
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that  large  numbers  of  us  were  still  in- 
flated with  the  pride  of  personal  prowess; 
that  the  press  would  continue  to  be 
monopolized  by  commercial  and  predatory 
interests,  and  that  the  forces  in  control 
might  be  able  to  sow  distrust  of  their 
leaders  among  the  people. 

Local  Leadership 
Dealing  with  the  need  for  more  leaders 
in  our  local  communities,  the  speaker  . 
said  that  one  of  the  great  glories  of  the 
U.F.A.  was  that  in  its  23  years  of  exist- 
ence, all  over  the  Province  men  and 
women  had  gathered  together  regularly 
to  study  the  socio-economic  problems; 
they  had  become  conscious  of  their 
unity,  and  had  developed  a  common 
philosophy.  That  was  what  accounted 
for  the  fact  that  they  had  elected  nine  out 
of  eleven  U.F.A.  candidates  to  the  House 
of  Commons  in  the  last  election.  There 
was  no  magic  about  it.  In  the  farm 
movement  and  in  the  Labor  movement, 
he  went  on,  men  of  giant  intellect  had 
arisen,  the  equals  of  any  of  their  oppon- 
ents. ,  r  •  1 
He  had  some  fears,  but  he  had  faith 
still,  Mr.  Priestley  affirmed.  "Ihe  world 
is  moving.  Men  are  awakening  to  the 
possibilities  everywhere.  The  Universe 
is  with  us.    God  is  with  us." 

To  the  followers  of  Lenin,  the  speaker 
declared  that  Lenin  was  a  man  of  his 
time;  he  had  initiated  the  greatest 
sociological  experiment  the  world  had 
ever  seen;  but  "you  cannot  transfer  the 
Russian  scene  to  Canada."  The  very 
fact  that  we  had  learned  things,  and  that 
we  had  developed  tens  of  thousands 
of  local  leaders  made  it  impossible  lor 
any  small  group  to  gain  control  in-Canada. 

Mr.  Priestley  reminded  the  followers 
of  Christ  of  the  sayings  of  Jesus:  that  the 
good  seed  of  truth  was  choked  by  the 
cares  and  riches  of  this  world;  that  it  was 
easier  for  a  camel  to  go  thiough  a  needle's 
eye  than  for  a  rich  man  to  enter  the 
Kingdom  of  Heaven.  When  a  wealthy 
young  man  approached  Him  and  asked 
Him  how  to  live,  Jesus  had  said:  "aell 
all  thou  hast  and  give  to  the  poor; 
follow  me!"  and  He  had  made  it  very 
clear  that  the  foxes  had  their  holes  and 
the  birds  of  the  air  their  nests,  but  He 
had  no  place  to  Jay  his  head;  He  had 
said,  "Blessed  are  ye  poor." 

This  latter  saying  had  been  perverted 
into  meaning  that  the  poor  were  blessed 
because  their  sufferings  would  be  made 
up  to  them  in  the  next  world;  conveying 
the  idea  that  the  poor  were  destined  to 
remain  poor — a  most  grotesque  and  most 
horrible  lie. 

The  three  great  needs  of  the  time 
were  knowledge,  solidarity,  and  con- 
secration. In  regard  to  the  first,  Mr. 
Priestley  said,  "Join  some  study  group. 
If  you  don't  know,  learn.  Put  forever 
behind  you  the  idea  that  you  are  a 
better  man  than  somebody  else.  Be 
humble.  Belong  to  the  working  class. 
We  want  solidarity.  We  want  men  who 
are  consecrated,  who  are  prepared  to 
suffer,  who  will  sweat  blood,  who  will 
stay  with  it  and  stay  with  it,  who  will 
work,  work,  work,  for  the  good  things 
that  we  have  set  before  us.  The  question 
is.  Are  We  Ready?" 

F.  F.  McNeill,  president  of  the  Calgary 
U.F.A.  Local,  was  chairman. 


Spencer  Addresses  Second  Meeting 

At  the  second  meeting  of  the  Federa- 
tion, held  on  September  25th,  too  late 
for  extensive  notice  here,  H.  E.  Spencer, 
M.P.,  was  the  speaker  and  W.  Morman 
Smith  chairman.  Mr.  Spencer's  subject 
was   finance,    and    the   large  audience 


listened  with  close  attention  to  his  clear 
description  of  the  way  banks  are  organized, 
how  they  function  in  the  creation  and 
control  of  credit,  their  relation  to  the 
present  economic  crisis,  the  effects  of 
inflation  and  deflation,  and  the  "in- 
verted pyramid"  monetary  system. 


The  Economics  of  Wonderland 

A  Tale  of  the  Times 


In  the  following  imaginary  conversa- 
tion, adapted  from  the  New  York 
Times,  the  Mad  Hatter  discusses  the 
causes  of  the  breakdown  of  the  capitalist 
system,  with  a  logical  consistency  and 
insight  which  would  put  to  shame  many 
of  its  most  eminent  apologists. — Editor. 

"In  that  direction,"  said  the  Cheshire 
Cat,  waving  its  right  paw  round,  "lives  a 
hatter;  and  in  thai  direction,"  waving 
the  other  -paw,  "lives  a  March  Hare.  Visit 
either  you  like;  they're  both  mad." 

"Bui  1  don't  want  to  go  among  mad 
people,"  Alice  remarked. 

"Oh,  you  can't  help  that,"  said  ihe  Cat. 
"We're  ail  mad  here.  I'm  mad.  You're 
mad." — From  "Alice's  Adventures  in 
Wonderland." 

"It's  this  way,"  said  the  Hatter, 
pouring  himsdf  a  second  cup  of  tea. 
"Our  farmers  produce  too  much  wheat, 
our  factories  too  many  manufactured 
articles,  our  machinists  too  many  machines. 
\Ve're  so  efficient  that  we're  miserable. 
Surely  you  understand  that?" 

"I'm  afraid  I  don't,"  said  Alice. 
"For  if  there's  plenty  of  food  and  other 
things  everybody  should  be  comfortable." 

"Prices  have  dropped  terribly,"  con- 
tinued the  Hatter.  "That's  what  de- 
presses us  so." 

"That's  no  reason  to  be  depressed," 
said  Alice..  "I  though  people  complained 
when  prices  were  high,  so  if  they're  low 
you  should  all  be  happy." 

"Mo,"  said  the  Hatter.  "We  produce 
so  well  with  machinery  that  we  have  less 
and  less  need  of  labor.  So  the  workman 
can't  earn  wages  and  can't  buy  goods, 
and  the  things  the  factories  make  can't 
be  sold." 

("Then  what's  the  good  of  making 
them?"  wondered  Alice.) 

"We  are  very  thrifty,"  the  Hatter 
went  on.  "We  save  and  pile  up  capital 
with  which  we  build  more  and  more 
factories,  which  become  more  and  more 
efficient.  The  more  efficient  they  get 
the  more  they  produce  and  the  fewer 
men  they  employ.  So  their  products 
glut  the  markets  and  their  machines 
create  unemployment.  We  put  so  muih 
capital  into  making  goods  that  the  con- 
sumer hasn't  enough  money  to  buy  the 
goods  when  they  are  made." 

"Oh  dear!"  said  Alice.  "Doesn't 
anybody  know  what  to  do  about  it?" 

"There  are  economists,"  said  the 
Hatter,  "who  have  seen  what  was  happen- 
ing and  warned  us.  But  they  are  only 
scholars  who  lecture  and  write  books. 
The  practical  men  who  run  things  have 
no  use  for  the  academic  mind.  But 
they  know  the  value  of  the  boll  weevil." 

"What  is  it  good  for?" 

"It  eats  up  the  cotton  crop  and  keeps 
■prices  from  falling,"  explained  the  Hatter. 
"Were  it  not  for  the  boll  weevil  we  should 
have  magnificent  crops,  and  then  the 
South  would  be  ruined." 

"But  what  about  the  poor  North 
which  has  too  many  factories;  couldn't 
your  boll  weevil  eat  up  some  factories 
too?" 


"No,"  said  the  Hatter  disdainfully. 
"Besides,  we  protect  our  factories  with 
a  tariff."  , 

"Oh,  I  see!"  exclaimed  Alice.  "Your 
tariff  helps  to  sell  the  goods  the  factories 
make,  doesn't  it?" 

"Not  at  all,"  returned  the  Hatter 
severely.  "The  tariff  checks  trade  by 
closing  markets.  We  close  our  markets 
against  other  countries;  they  close  their 
markets  against  us.  Each  nation,  you 
see,  seeks  a  favorable  balance  of  trade- 
that  is,  it  tries  to  sell  more  than  it  buys." 

"But  what  one  nation  sells  another 
must  buy,"  said  Alice.  She  felt  very 
sure  of  that.  "Then  how  can  they  all  buy 
less  and  sell  more  at  the  same  time?" 

"They  can't,"  said  the  Hatter.  "They 

just  destroy  one  another's  trade  and  add 

to  one  another's  suffering." 

*    *  * 

"And  how  about  all  these  debts  every- 
one complains  about.  How  are  they 
to  be  paid?" 

"Nobody  expects  they  will  be  paid, 
said  the  Hatter.  "Yet  we  must  act  as 
though  we  thought  they  would  be  paid. 
One  difficulty  is  that  the  debts  change 
from  year  to  year;  so  that  the  debtors 
must  pay,  not  the  amounts  they  borrowed, 
but  much  larger  amounts." 

"How  can  that  be?"  asked  Alice. 

"The  debts  are  payable  in  gold,  but 
actually  the  borrowers  received  goods, 
the  prices  of  which  were  then  very  high. 
And  what  they  pay  back  is  not  gold,  but 
goods.  But  the  prices  of  those  goods  have 
fallen;  so  in  order  to  settle  their  gold 
debt  the  borrowers  have  to  pay  back  about 
50  percent  more  than  they  borrowed." 

Alice  sighed  and  wondered  whether 
anything  ever  would  happen  in  a  reason- 
able way  again. 

The  she  remembered  what  the  Cheshire 
Cat  had  said. 


MONETARY  REFORM 

From  The  New  English  Weekly 

"It  is  amusing  to  observe  the  change  of 
fashion  in  monetary  reform.  One  phase 
holds  the  stage  for  a  week  or  month  or 
two  to  be  succeeded  by  another  and  then 
another  until  the  turn  of  the  first  comes 
round  again.  Those  with  a  memory 
longer  than  a  daily  paper  can  recall,  as 
it  were  but  yesterday,  the  craze  for  the 
return  to  gold  to  enable  the  pound  to 
look  the  dollar  in  the  face.  After  a  very 
brief  experience  of  the  effect  of  this 
Gorgon  glance,  the  cry  went  up  for 
the  extension  of  industrial  credits,  in 
other  words,  for  inflation.  Then  came 
the  tidal  wave  for  the  saving  of  the 
pound,  followed  by  the  ebb  in  the  form 
of  panic-stricken  warnings  against  the 
perils  of  inflation  once  we  were  off  the 
gold  standard.  The  dernier  cri  is  of  none 
of  these  things  but  of  the  creation  of  a 
sterling  area  within  which  the  pound 
takes  the  place  of  gold  as  the  standard 
of  monetary  values.  And  this  will  no 
doubt  give  way  to  still  another  cry — in 
all  probability  to  one  with  which  we  are 
already  famihar.  What  does  it  all  mean, 
this  chasing  our  own  tails,  this  boxing 
of  the  compass?  With  the  best  will  in  the 
world  to  believe  that  it  indicates  serious 
thought  about  the  supreme  topic  of  the 
age,  we  find  it  impossible.  The  eternal 
recurrence  of  the  stage  army  of  slogans 
is  unwelcome  but  convincing  evidence 
that  all  our  'experts'  are  continuing  to 
think  in  the  old  grooves  and  only  ringing 
the  changes  on  the  old,  old  misconcep- 
tions both  of  money  and  of  industry. 
Counsel  of  Despair 
"  'No  one  country,  however  powerful,' 
broadcast  Mr.  Churcnill,  'could  stop  this 
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evil  (of  deflation)  alone;'  but  'the  strength 
of  three  or  four  of  the  greatest  powers 
would  be  required  to  do  it.'  But  if  this 
is  really  the  case,  then  we  are  lost. 

"We  do  not  confess  to  be 
'experts'  on  the  subject,  but  to  anybody 
seriously  concerned  for  the  safety  of  his 
country,  not  to  say  his  own  skin,  the 
notion  that  we  cannot  choose  and  create 
our  own  internal  money  system,  without 
waiting  for  an  impossible  world-agree- 
ment, must  appear  mere  trifling.  .  . 
An  external  currency  or,  rather,  money  of 
account,  for  conducting  exchanges  be- 
tween nations,  is  by  no  means  neces- 
sarily dependent  either  upon  the  internal 
monetary  system  or  upon  the  value  of 
its  internal  unit. 

External  and  Internal  System 

"It  would  be  perfectly  possible,  indeed, 
for  any  nation  to  accept  and  conform  to 
a  general  standard  in  all  foreign  trans- 
actions while  retaining  complete  freedom 
to  regulate  its  own  domestic  money  ar- 
rangements. Let  us  suppose,  for  instance 
that  in  our  own  domestic  economy  we 
employed  our  money  system  merely  as 
means  of  regulating  production  and 
distribution — as  a  sj'stem  of  realistic 
book-keeping  for  the  resources  and  needs 
of  the  commonwealth,  in  short — would 
it  be  be3'ond  the  wit  of  man  to  maintain 
the  two  systems,  each  in  its  own  sphere, 
simultaneously  and  without  prejudice 
one  to  the  other?  It  is  obvious  that  Com- 
munist Russia,  even  if  the  problem  is 
there  very  imperfectly  solved,  has  at 
least  succeeded  in  separating  the  two 
functions  of  money,  money  for  internal 
use  and  money  for  foreign  exchange; 
and  surely  what  Communist  Russia 
can  do,  we  with  all  our  'experts'  can 
do  better.  So  far  is  it  from  being  true 
that  no  nation  can  solve  its  own  domestic 
problem  without  world  agreement,  the 
very  reverse  is  true:  no  world  agreement 
is  now  possible  until  at  least  one  great 
nation  has  set  its  own  internal  money 
system  in  civilized  order." 

 o  

May  Form  Branch  L.S.B. 

Following  an  address  by  William 
Irvine,  M.P.,  a  meeting  held  recently 
in  the  town  of  Ponoka  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  consider  formation  of  a  branch 
of  the  League  for  Social  Reconstruction, 
and  to  bring  in  a  report  to  a  later  meeting. 
Mr.  Irvine's  address  dealt  with  the  suc- 
cess of  capitalism  in  production,  and  its 
signal  failure  to  distribute  the  wealth 
it  brought  into  being.  He  urged  the 
necessity  for  sanity  and  intelligence  in 
making  changes. 

 o  

New  Road  Map 

A  new  official  road  map  of  the  Province 
has  recently  been  prepared,  in  folder 
form,  by  the  Department  of  Public 
Works  at  Edmonton,  and  has  been  placed 
on  sale  at  25  cents  a  copy.  It  contains 
a  great  deal  of  information  designed 
particularly  for  tourists,  but  the  map 
itself,  showing  clearly  the  gravelled,  im- 
proved earth,  earth,  and  local  roads, 
the  tables  of  distances  between  points, 
and  other  features  will  be  valuable  to 
everyone  doing  any  travelling  in  the 
Province. 


Not  a  Bit  "Tired 

A  very  small  boy  with  a  very  large 
bundle  of  papers  under  his  arm  was 
trudging  along  the  street. 

"Don't  all  those  papers  tire  you,  my 
boy?"  asked  a  kindly  gentleman. 

"Naw,  I  don't  read  them,"  replied  the 
boy. 


Our  Famous  Harness  and  Saddlery 
CATALOGUE 


IT  WILL 

PAY 

YOUl 


RILEY  &  McCORMICK,  LTD. 
120-8th  Ave.  W.  Calgary 


ALUGATOR 

steelTeltiacing 

I  The  farmer's  favorite  for 
many  years.  Easy  to  put 
on  and  stays  put— usu- 
ally lasts  belt's  full  life. 
Holds  even  the  largest  8  to 
12-inch  belts.  Recommended 
by  Agricultural  Schools, 
1  makers  of  belting  and  farm 
implements. Sold  by 
hardware  and  im- 
plement stores.  In- 
sist on  the  genuine 
in  "Handy  Pack- 
ages" or  large 
Standard  Boxes. 


**Thire  is  a  Tide  in 

the  Affairs  of  Men—" 

IF  you  can  learn  to  save  one  dollar  each 
week  regularly  —  unfailingly  —  the  tide  of 
success  will  carry  you  along.  Perhaps  few 
people  realize  that  the  training  gained  through 
systematic  saving  will  be  worth  more  in  itself 
than  the  actual  money  set  aside. 
This  Bank  will  be  glad  to  have  your  account, 

IMPERIAL  BANK  OF  CANADA 


HEAD  or-r-iCE 


TORONTO 


FRANK  A.  ROLPH,  President, 
Col.  J.  F,  Michie,  Vice-President,  R.  S.  Waldie,  Vice-President 
A.  E.  Phipps,  General  Manager 
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LOW  YULETiDE  FARES  BY 

£ih|ADlAN  PACIFIC 

ftl  BOLTE 
OLD  COUNTRY 


Full  information 
from  any 
C.P.R.  Ticket  Office 


NEW  yEAR^'S 

For  the  utmost  comfort  and  convenience 
make  reservations  now,  by 

SPECIAL   SLEEPING  CARS 

DIRECT   TO    SHIP'S  SIDE 

connecting  with  the  Christmas  boats 
from  Saint  John — 

Duchess  of  Richmond  -  December  8 
Montcalm  .  .  -  .  December  9 
Duchess  of  AthoU  -  -  December  15 
These  ships  sail  one  day  later  from 
Halifax.  WIC 
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NEWS  FROM  THE  HEAD  OFFICE  of  the  ALBERTA  LIVESTOCK  POOL 

Information  for  Members  of  Canadian  Livestock  Co-operative  (Alberta)  Ltd. 


done  by  this  strike  to  rectify  conditions, 

The  Most  Effective  Form  of  "Farmers*  Strike"  ^instsThere.""*  °^ 

  Only  Avenue  to  Better  Conditions 

By  WILLIAM  YOUNG,  Manager  In  our  opinion,  the  only  way  that 

  these  conditions  can  be  changed  is  through 

organization    that    will    bring   about  a 

For  the  past  two  or  three  weeks  we     these  men  in  the  U.S.A.,  but  the  question  change  in  our  financial  and  economic 

have  had  press  dispatches  in  regard  to     comes  up  as  to  whether  the  calling  of  system.     Should,  the    Alberta  farmers 

the  farmers'  strike,  or  blockade  in  the     a  strike  and  the  picketing  of  roads  to  ever  anticipate  calling  a  strike,  I  would 

Middle  Western  States.    This  strike  in     prevent  produce  moving  to  maket  until  suggest  that  it  be  not  on  the  basis  of 

the  U.S.A.  is  undoubtedly  the  climax     higher  prices  are  realized,  will  be  effective?  holding  the  livestock  from  the  market, 

of  a  state  of  mind  developed  through  this     It  can  be  said  that  this  strike  has  brought  but  in  seeing  that  it  gets  there,  instead 

period  of  depression,  with  exceptionally     forcibly  home  to  the  nation,  the  con-  of  being  shipped  direct  to_  the  Packer, 

low  prices  on  agricultural  products.               ditions  that  actually  prevail,  but  we  doubt  The   Canadian   Livestock  Co-operative 

We  in  Alberta  are  sympathetic  with  very  much  whether  anything  has  been  (Alberta)  Ltd.  was  established  by  busi- 
ness-minded farmers   who   realized  the 

 ]  :   necessity  of  concentrating  the  sales  of 

their  livestock  through  one  avenue  on 

SHIPMENTS    OF   HOGS   FROM   ALBERTA  IN  1931  an  open  competitive  market,  and  there 

is  no  question  as  to  the  improvement 

•                                                ~    ^7    ;   —  71-  „  ,  ,  in    market    conditions    that    has  been 

T^-  .  •  WTJ     •    -iTTi    .     n       To  Stock       Direct  to       Direct  for          Total  brought    about    by    their  co-operative 

District  (Provincial  Electoral)          Yards          Packers         Export         Shipments  endeavor  along  these  lines.     But  it  is 

  regettable     that   while   endeavoring  to 

Acadia                                             1,381                102                  —              1,483  further  and  improve  conditions  of  the 

Alexandra                                         1,705              1,889                  —              3,594  farming  community  as  a  whole,  that  that 

Athabasca   101  —  —  101  very  taction  should  be  their  most  danger- 
Beaver  River                                    2,017              1,934                  —             3,951  ous  opposition  through  their  continued 

Bow  Valley                                       8,725              1,275                  —            10,000  persistence  in  their  individualistic  system 

Calgary                                                                 48  239                                  48  239  of  what  they  describe  as  marketing,  while 

Calgary  Local.  !!!!!!!!!!! '            34,052               '  —                  —            34^052  in  reality  there  is  no  marketing;  since 

Camrose                                           4,425             3,857                  —             8,282  it  is  a  case  of  delivery,  taking  the  price 

Cardston                                         21,812             9,171                  10            30,993  offered    and    enabhng    the  prospective 

Claresholm                                       7,058                117                  —             7,175  buyer  to  fill  his  wants  without  having 

Clearwater                                          159                167                  —                326  to  enter  into  competition. 

Cochrane                                          1,095               650                 —             1,745  Shipments  to  Alberta  Points 

Coronation                                       4,415              2,828                  —             ^,243  a  realization  of  the  position  the  Co- 

Didsbury                                          7,349            14,053                  —            21,402  operative    movement    has    to  contend 

Edmonton......                                                 219,139                  —          219,229  ^ith  in  respect  to  creating  a  higher  price 

Edmonton  Local                                 'ail                  "~                  "~            44,558  igyel  by  competitive  marketing  can  be 

  ,                      „ri                  "~             „  easily  gained  by  a  study  of  the  chart  on 

Gleichen                                           1,425                835                  —              2,260  page. 

Grouard                                            4,553              1,218                  —             5,771  ,  You  will  note  that  on  the  public  markets 

Hand  Hills                                        1,1UU                58rf                  —              1,683  where  all  livestock  prices  are  established, 

High  River.                                        385              1,241                  —            „}'626.  tj^jg         to  be  done  on  40  per  cent  of 

Inmsfail.........                             12,055              9,931                  -            21,986  ti^g  total  volume,  which  leaves  60  per 

Lacombe                                          13,832            10,397                  —            24,229  cent  acting  as  a  brake  against  their  own 

Lac  Ste.  Anne                                   7,525              1,021                  —             8,546  interests 

™'r^™ 9'!??                 "~  A«   t°   "^^'^^^   conditions,    there  is 

Little  Bow                                        8,768              2,417                  —            11,185  nothing  to  indicate  higher  prices  in  the 

MacLeod.                                          2,318                836                  -              3,154  near  future.    For  this  reason,  our  advice 

NaSon                                             Ill              1  782                  ~             HH  i?  t^at  providing  your  stock  is  carrying 

okoJoTs.-.-.;.-. : : : : : : : : : : : :        1?      1;S        -      III?  2adS"  *° 

Olds....                                           2,382            12,016                  -            14,398  ^'^'^''^^^y-                 ^      au  • 

Peace  River                                   14,467             3,592                 —            18,059  Co-operative  Abattoir 

Pembina                                          2,112                214                  —              2,326  In  respect  to  the  Co-operative  Abattoir, 

Pincher  Creek                                   1,864                810                  —              2,674  operations  are  being  extended,  and  sales 

Ponoka                                           12,919            13,015           .       —            25,934  keep  gradually  on  the  increase.  Our 

Redcliff                                              190                  —                  —                190  produce  is  being  well  received  by  the 

Red  Deer                                        10,771            11,251                  —            22,022  trade,  inasmuch  as  it  is  taxing  us  severely 

Ribstone                                          1,483              1,892                  —              3,375  to  keep  up  our  supplies  to  fill  out  orders. 

Rocky  Mountain                                    27                  —                  —                  27  This,  of  course,  is  an  ideal  position  to 

St.  Paul                                           4,431            12,033                  —            16,464  be  in,   and  although   we  are  not  yet 

Sedgewick                                         1,364             2,488                  —             3,852  operating  at  near  our  full  capacity,  we 

Stettler                                            8,364             6,286                  —            14,650  are  as  close  to  this  as  any  of  the  other 

Sturgeon                                          1,125             2,147                  —              3,272  plants  in  Canada.    Country  business  is 

Taber                                             12,157              2,271                  —            14,428  gradually  extending,  and  the  producers 

Vegreville   1,175  7,779  —  8,954  can  help  out  in  this  instance,  and  en- 
Vermilion                                         2,796             2,768                  —              6,564  courage  the  consumption  of  their  own 

Victoria                                              109                809                  —                918  products  by  calling  for  "Morning  Glory" 

Wainwright                                      1,606                201                  —              1,807  brand   of    hams,  bacon,  and  lard,  the 

Warner                                          1,168               513                 —             1,681  product  of  the  "Alberta  Co-operative 

Wetaskiwin                                      4,291              1,253                  —             6,544  Abattoirs  Ltd." 

Whitford   1,058  5,776  —  6,834   o  

  The  Calgary  Fall  Stock  Show  and  Sale 

Total                               295,588          427,754                  10          723,352  will  be  held  November  2nd  to  4th  in- 

  elusive,  sale  entries  closing  on  October 

—  ~—  •  Ist  and  show  entries  on  October  22nd. 
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"The  People's  Coal  Mine'' 

A  Public  Enterprise  at  Beverly 

By  T.  ROWE,  General  Manager 

In  line  with  the  growing  conviction 
that  finance  and  industry  under  private 
operation  are  failing  to  achieve  equitable 
control  and  distribution  of  the  products 
of  industry  in  general,  a  unique  plan  is 
being  carried  out  in  the  Town  of  Beverly, 
a  suburb  of  Edmonton. 

About  eight  years  ago  the  possibility 
of  securing  title  to  coal  seams  underlying 
the  townsite  was  envisaged,  but  it  re- 
quired that  length  of  time  to  carry  through 
the  processes  of  the  various  Tax  Recovery 
Acts  before  definite  proof  of  ownership 
could  be  established,  and  this  objective 
was  reached  in  1931. 

A  meeting  of  the  citizens  was  called 
to  decide  how  best  to  administer  in  the 
interests  of  all  the  people  the  great  trust 
consisting  of  millions  of  tons  of  coal  to 
which  they  as  taxpayers  had  fallen  heir. 

The  Town  of  Beverly  being  the  out- 
growth of  a  characteristic  real  estate 
boom  in  which  predatory  individuals 
were  permitted  to  sub-divide  and  sell 
twenty-five  foot  lots,  exhibits  the  tragic 
results  of  planlessness  and  greed.  The 
miners  after  over  twenty  years  of  effort 
had  been  unable  from  their  earnings  in 
privately  owned  mines  to  save  sufficient 
to  provide  themselves  with  waterworks, 
electric  lights,  sidewalks  and  many  other 
of  the  comforts  which  should  go  with  a 
decent  civilization.  It  was  therefore 
decided  to  attempt  something  in  the 
way  of  public  ownership  and  control. 

The  Company  which  was  formed, 
while  technically  under  the  Joint  Stock 
Companies'  Act  (Alberta),  incorporates 
many  of  the  features  of  a  co-operative 
concern.  Construction  of  shaft,  erection 
of  buildings  and  development  of  under- 
ground workings  were  carried  out  success- 
fully during  the  fall,  winter  and  spring 
of  1931-32,  the  coal  proving  to  be  of  an 
exceptionally  high  burning  quality. 

Town  to  Receive  All  Royalties 

The  Town  of  Beverly,  as  owner  of  the 
coal,  will  receive  all  royalties,  which  will 
be  a  source  of  revenue  entirely  supple- 
mentary to  the  ordinary  income  from 
taxation  and  other  sources  and  it  is  in- 
tended that  these  funds  will  be  used  to 
finance  various  undertakings  such  as 
the  installation  of  utilities  and  establish- 
ment of  public  health  and  educational 
services,  the  laying  out  of  parks,  play- 
grounds and  the  erection  of  modern 
public  buildings. 

The  successful  operation  of  this  in- 
dustry is,  to  the  citizens  of  the  Town  of 
Beverly,  the  one  avenue  of  escape  from 
bankruptcy,  and  the  definite  tangible 
results  already  achieved  include  the  build- 
ing of  a  gravelled  road  from  the  mine 
connecting  with  the  pavement  in  Edmon- 
ton, and  the  circulation  in  the  form  of 
wages,  etc.,  of  the  money  used  in  con- 
struction and  payrolls.  The  1932  Town 
Budget  provides  for  anticipated  royalty 
income  which  will  assure  the  payment  of 
town  and  school  debentures  and  the 
keeping  open  of  the  schools  which  might 
otherwise  have  been  forced  to  close  for 
lack  of  funds  at  the  end  of  the  June  term. 


Research  Publications 

Recent  publications  by  the  Committee 
on  Scientific  and  Industrial  Research  of 
the  Federal  Government  are:  Weed 
Survey  of  the  Prairie  Provinces;  Weeds 
and  Their  Control;  The  Drying  of  Wheat. 
Copies  of  these  pamphlets  can  be  secured 
from  the  King's  Printer,  Ottawa. 


Mone^  that 
make^  mme^.... 

^T)EADY  cash  is  the  key  to  opportunity.  Worthwhile 
Jly  bargains,  sound  investments  or  business  partnerships, 
real  opportunities  to  improve  financial  standing,  come 
most  firequently  to  those  who  have  a  cash  reserve  ready 
for  instant  use  when  the  time  presents  itself. 

Open  an  account  with  The  Bank  of  Toronto.  Add  to 
it  regularly.  A  Savings  Account  with  this  Bank  is  an 
asset  which  never  depreciates,  on  which  you  can  always 
rely.  Over  seventy-five  years  of  service  to  Canadians 
merits  your  confidence.  Since  1855,  The  Bank  of 
Toronto  has  safeguarded  the  interests  of  depositors 
by  unswerving  fidelity  to  the  principle  of  sound, 
conservative  banking. 

You  are  invited  to  make  use  of  the 
strength  and  service  of  this  Bank. 


18 


55 


1932 


"^BANK^^TORONTO 

£s,tahiis,kacL  1 855 


The  Co-operative 
Commonwealth — 

Ceui  only  be  attained  by  united  and  intelligent  effort. 

Prepare  yourself  to  do  your  bit,  by  reading  and  studying  some  of  the  pamph- 
lets eind  books  that  Central  Office  stocks  as  a  service  to  U.FA.  and  Pool 
members.  Prices  represent  actual  cost  plus  handling  charges  and  postage. 
Send  for  a  complete  list. 


Of  especial  interest  are  two  books  by  Edward  Bellamy: 
LOOKING  BACKWARD — A  prophetic  description  of  the  new  society. -85c 
EQUALITY — About  the  means  of  attaining  it  $1.35 
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New  Plan  Aims  at  Voluntary  Debt  Adjustment 


Premier  Brownlee  Intimates  Drastic  Action  Necessary  Unless  Creditor  Interests 

Halt  Demands 


Blackfoot  Mass  Meeting 

Urges  Farmer's  Right  to  Retain  Suffi- 
cient Funds  to  Continue  Operations 

That  the  farmer  should  be  allowed,  by 
law,  to  retain  sufficient  of  the  proceeds 
from  the  sale  of  farm  products  to  buy 
goods  and  services  necessary  to  continue 
his  farming  operations,  is  urged  in  a 
resolution     passed  at  a   mass  meeting 
held  in   Blackfoot  during  the  summer, 
and  forwarded  to  The  U.F.A.  by  George 
Kerby,  secretary  of  Devonia  Lake  U.F.A. 
Local.    The  resolution  further  expresses 
the  opinion  that    the  recommendations 
of  the  Agricultural   Committee  of  the 
Legislature  were  not  adequately  acted 
upon,  and  extreme  disappointment  that 
the    Federal    Parliament    had  allowed 
"the  withdrawal  from  circulation  of  an 
unreasonably  great  amount  of  commercial 
exchange  medium,  thereby  causing  the 
remaining   money   in   circulation,   as  a 
result   of  its  marked   scarcity,    to  have 
greatly  appreciated  the  per  unit  or  dollar 
value,"    resulting   in   tremendous  com- 
mercial dislocation,  of  which  unemploy- 
ment in  industry  and  low  farm  prices 
are  the  effects. 

 o  

Organization  Only  Hope 
"Organized  representation  is  the  only 
logical  means  by  which  j'ou  can  hope  to 
realize  the  justice  which  is  your  due," 
writes  Alfred  Hanlon,  president,  in  a 
recent  letter^  to  the  members  of  the 
United  Maritime  Fishermen.  Mr.  Han- 
ion  states  that  while  the  association, 
like  the  world  in  general,  is  passing  through 
a  very  trying  period,  nevertheless  the 
organization  is  getting  some  splendid 
results.  Many  new  members  have  joined, 
from  districts  hitherto  unorganized;  and 
Mr.  Hanlon  pleads  with  the  members 
to  maintain  the  strength  of  the  locals 
already  formed.  He  anticipates  that 
their  struggle  for  economic  justice  will 
be  long  and  bitter,  that  "old  established 
commercial  customs,  supported  by  in- 
dividual wealth,  will  take  some  time  to 
expire,"  but  that  their  eventual  conquest 
is  certain. 

The  Alberta  Labor  Annual 

"Any  system  that  has  had  the  oppor- 
tunity afforded  our  present  competitive 
method  during  the  past  century,  and  now 
has  only  three  alternatives  to  offer  to  so 
many  of  our  people  today — steal,  starve, 
or  become  scavengers — and  the  last  is 
not  an  unknown  condition — demands 
the  most  drastic  of  remedies."  This 
extract  from  an  article  by  Fred  J.  White, 
M.L.A.,  in  the  1932  Alberta  Labor 
Annual,  is  typical  of  the  spirit  of  most  of 
the  contributions,  from  leaders  of  various 
branches  of  the  Labor  movement  in 
Canada,  the  United  States  and  the  Old 
Country,  and  of  other  kindred  organiza- 
tions. 

"We  have  come  to  the  end  of  the  blind 
alley,"  says  C.  L.  Gibbs,  M.L.A.,  of 
Edmonton.  "More  and  more  during 
this  post-war  period  have  the  Unions, 
through  the  Trades  Union  Congress, 
been  concerning  themselves  with  general 
economic  questions.  .  .  ."  writes  Walter 
M.  Citrine,  General  Secretary  of  the 
British  Trades  Union  Congress.  "Society 
must  change  its  front  and  view  the  prob- 
lem from  the  standpoint  of  the  human 
factor,  having  uppermost  in  our  minds  the 
fact  that  the  right  to  live  should  be  the 
driving  force  of  civilization,  and  not 
profit,"    declares    Humphrey  Mitchell. 


As  the  outcome  of  representations  made 
by  Premier  Brownlee  to  prominent  mem- 
bers of  the  Alberta  bar,  in  which  he 
urged  the  very  great  need  for  steps  to  be 
taken  to  facilitate  the  adjustment  of 
farm  indebtedness  in  the  multitude  of 
cases  in  which  this  is  imperative,  and  in 
which  he  asked  the  assistance  of  the 
society  in  providing  the  desired  facilities, 
a  scheme  has  been  agreed  upon  by  the 
two  branches  of  the  Alberta  Bar  Associa- 
tion at  Edmonton  and  Calgary.  This 
scheme  is  now  before  the  Government; 
it  is  expected  that  it  will  form  the  basis 
for  definite  action  in  the  immediate 
future. 

,  The  proposal  is  to  set  up  committees 
of  three  members  in  each  judicial  district, 
by  order-in-council.  This  committee, 
with  the  assistance  of  a  solicitor  in  each 
district,  would  advise  any  person  in 
financial  difficulties  and  atteffipt  to  have 
the  creditors  agree  upon  a  plan  of  com- 
position. Then  the  Debt  Adjustment 
Bureau  would  be  asked  to  issue  a  certifi- 
cate, in  any  case  to  which  the  Debt 


M.P.,  from  Hamilton.  "The  world  is 
face  to  face  with  the  consequences  of 
its  material  evolution,  a  development  that 
seems  on  the  point  of  wrecking  civiliza- 
tion, calling  for  a  solution  in  the  field 
of  distribution,"  says  J.  E.  Worsley, 
president  of  the  Calgary  Trades  and 
j^abor  Council.  Mrs.  A.  H.  Warr,  presi- 
dent of  the  U.F.W.A.,  contributes  an 
article,  "Looking  Foward,"  in  which 
she  describes  the  ideal  of  the  newly 
formed  Federation  as  "the  Co-operative 
Commonwealth,  in  which  human  need 
and  not  human  greed  shall  be  the  guiding 
force  of  individuals  and  of  nations." 

Other  articles  dealing  with  various 
phases  of  the  Labor  and  Farmer  move- 
ments, a  review  of  Norman  Angell's 
book  "Unseen  Assassins"  by  Miss  Coutts 
of  Calgary,  an  appealing  description  of 
some  of  the  recipients  of  old  age  pensions 
in  Alberta,  and  several  articles  dealing 
with  the  Co-operative  Commonwealth 
Federation,  round  out  a  varied  and  in- 
teresting table  of  contents. 

— A.T. 

 o  

Comment  on  U.F.A.  Conference 

Labor  in  Agreement 

The  U.F.A.  Manifesto  is  the  subject 
of  an  editorial  in  a  recent  issue  of  the 
Canadian  Congress  Journal,  organ  of  the 
Trades  and  Labor  Congress  of  Canada. 
The  editorial  begins:  "The  United  Farm- 
ers of  Alberta,  whose  representatives 
in  the  Federal  Parliament  have  con- 
tinually presssed  for  progressive  action, 
recently  held  a  special  conference  for 
the  purpose  of  considering  the  present 
economic  situation."  After  an  account 
of  the  conference,  and  a  summary  of  the 
Manifesto,  th-e  Journal  says: 

"With  these  planks  organized  Labor 
is  in  complete  agreement  with  the  farmer 

organizations  organized  Labor 

welcomes  this  co-operation  in  their 
struggle  to  secure  action  to  give  effect 
to  the  same." 

Must  Defeat  Old  Parties 

Fi|l'    ngreement    with    the   U.F.A.  as 


Adjustment  Act  applied.  It  is  suggested 
that  the  plan  should  be  voluntary  and 
necessary  fees  paid  by  the  Provincial 
Government.  The  committee  will  con- 
sist of  one  lawyer,  one  farmer,  and  one 
business  man. 

In  the  larger  judicial  districts  more 
than  one  committee  might  be  appointed. 
May  Need  Drastic  Legislation 

Premier  Brownlee,  in  a  speech  de- 
livered before  the  Calgary  board  of 
trade  on  September  23rd,  declared  that 
unless  comrriercial  interests  were  willing 
to  take  steps  on  their  own  account  to 
halt  demands  upon  the  farmers,  the 
Provincial  Government  might  be  forced 
to  enact  drastic  legislation  at  its  next 
session  to  stop  proceedings  against  debt- 
burdened  farmers.  He  declared  that 
voluntary  effort  would  undoubtedly  have 
a  greater  effect  in  sustaining  the  credit 
of  the  Province,  but  at  a  time  when  wheat 
brought  the  farmer  less  than  30  cents  a 
bushel,  out  of  which  he  had  to  endeavor 
to  pay  costs  of  production,  strong  legis- 
lative action  might  be  necessary. 


to  the  necessity  of  abolishing  the  present 
economic  system  and  establishing  the 
co-operative  commonwealth  is  expressed 
by  the  Canadian  Railway  Employees' 
Monthly,  in  an  article  in  the  August 
issue,  which  quotes  and  comments  upon 
the  U.F.A.  Manifesto. 

The  only  way  the  workers  and  farmers 
of  Canada  can  obtain  and  hold  the  reins 
of  government,  states  the  article,  is  by 
the  formation  of  a  political  force  strong 
enough  to  defeat  the  old  parties  and 
render  their  opposition  ineffective.  "They 
dare  not  compromise  with  their  enemies, 
the  political  parasites  and  capitalist 
exploiters  who  have  higherto  controlled 

the  economic  life  of  the  nation  

The  political  consciousness  of  the  workers 
and  farmers  must  be  aroused  to  the  point 
where  they  will  overthrow  the  old  parties 
and  put  their  own  representatives  in 
power." 

AN  OATH  OF  ALLEGIANCE 

Mr.  McCubbin  of  Ghost  Pine  Creek 
sends  in  the  following  resolution  written 
in  the  spirit  of  satire  upon  our  present 
social  system: 

"Anti-Humanity" 

"Whereas  there  is  considerable  disaffec- 
tion in  our  ranks,  some  going  so  far  as  to 
advocate  replacing  our  present  'poten- 
tate' of  financial  power  for  one  named 
'Humanity';  and 

"Whereas  some  of  us  are  quite  certain 
that  our  present  financial  'monarch'  is 
best  and  is  working  overtime  to  bring 
peace  and  prosperity  to  the  common 
people; 

"Therefore  be  it  resolved  that  we  avow 
our  allegiance  to  King  'Capital'  and  are 
willing  to  sacrifice  the  interests  of  our 
children  and  the  lives  of  many  of  our 
countrymen  on  the  altars  of  the  gods  of 
'avarice,'  'greed'  and  'privileged  selfish- 
ness' and  further, 

"Be  it  resolved  that  any  who  seek  to 
worship  any  other  gods  or  give  allegiance 
to  any  other  King  shall  be  imprisoned  or 
deported  from  this  fair  land  of  starvation 
amidst  plenty." 


Oetutxtr  1st,  19^ 
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Notes  by  the  Way 

By  THE  EDITOR 
I  —  ♦ 

On  the  morning  after  the  market 
page  of  one  Calgary  newspaper  had 
carried  the  heading  "Wheat  Hits  Lowest 
Level  in  History  on  Winnipeg  Mart," 
another  Calgary  paper  announced  on 
its  front  page  "Business  Revival  Here!" 
and  carried  a  cartoon  in  which  a  medicine 
man  was  depicted  in  the  act  of  taking 
the  temperature  of  the  business  world. 
"The  thermometer  is  nearly  normal," 
he  proclaimed.  "You're  not  ill — get 
up  and  walk!" 

*    •  » 

Newspapers  which  hope  to  end  the 
financial  and  economic  crisis  by  hypnotic 
suggestion  should  abolish  their  market 


To  the  statement  that  "Nothing  but 
the  grace  of  God  can  get  us  out  of  our 
economic  difficulties,"  Stuart  Chase  re- 
plies: "I  think  that  God  is  tired  of  the 
folly  and  short-sightedness  of  men." 

*  •  * 

In  dealing  with  the  problem  of  farm 
indebtedness  it  will  be  necessary  for 
creditors  to  be  more  than  fair.  There 
are  cases  in  which,  by  all  ordinary  stand- 
ards, they  may  be  generous,  and  yet 
leave  the  farmer  in  such  a  position  that 
he  cannot  possibly  carry  on.  I  have  in 
mind  a  case  reported  to  me  yesterday 
by  W.  H.  Shield,  the  member  of  the 
Legislature  for  Macleod.  It  was  the  case 
(and  there  are  multitudes  of  more  seri- 
ous cases)  of  a  farmer  who  harvested 
2,000  bushels  of  wheat,  the  yield  having 
proved  disappointing  owing  to  a  spell 
of  dry  weather.  200  bushels  were  re- 
served for  seed,  and  the  farmer  sold  900 
bushels  to  cover  the  cost  of  harvest  and 
thre-'shing,  and  to  get  a  little  badly  needed 
clothing  for  his  family.  That  left  900 
bushels.  The  bank  was  entitled  to  a 
one-third  share  in  the  crop,  but  asked 
only  300  bushels;  and  a  machine  company 
reduced  its  claim  by  more  than  one- 
half,  taking  the  proceeds  of  250  bushels. 
That  left  350  bushels,  worth  at  30  cents 
a  bushel  $105,  from  which  to  pay  taxes 
and  meet  all  other  expenses  of  operating 
the  farm  and  living.  Of  course,  it  can't 
be  done. 

*  *  * 

Major  H.  G.  L.  Strange,  voluble 
propagandist  of  the  grain  trade,  is 
among  the  opponents  of  the  U.F.A.  pro- 
gram and  of  the  Co-operative  Common- 
wealth Federation.  Naturally. 

*  •  * 

The  idea  of  co-operation  between  the 
Farmer  and  Labor  forces  is  not  new  in 
Alberta.  As  long  ago  as  1921,  H.  W. 
Wood  declared,  in  a  public  meeting 
which  he  addressed  as  President  of  the 
U.F.A. :  "It  is  not  a  question  of  whether 
Farmers  and  I-abor  want  to  co-operate. 
They  have  GOT  to  co-operate." 

*  *  * 

Every  enemy  of  the  U.F.A.  movement 
tells  the  farmers  that  they  cannot  possi- 
bly co-operate  with  Labor.  And  every 
enemy  of  the  Labor  movement  tells 
the  Labor  people  that  they  are  the 
»atural  enemies  of  the  farmers. 

*  *  * 

In  its  comment  upon  the  formation  of 
the  Co-operative  Commonwealth  Federa- 
tion, the  Cnlgary  Herald  inclines  at  times 
to  the  hysterical.  It  declares  that  "J. 
S.  Woodsworth,  Labor  member  for  North 
Winnipeg,  and  Robert  Gardiner,  M.P. 
for  Acadia.  :     .  have  espoused  .  :  :  :  . 


socialistic  communism" — whatever  that 
may  mean.  And  it  avers  that  the  appeal 
of  the  Farmer  and  Labor  movements 
is  to  "the  more  ignorant  and  credulous 
elements." — I  hope  that  members  of 
the  U.F.A.  throughout  the  Province  will 
appreciate  the  compliment  conveyed 
by  the  latter  statement.  Incidentally, 
it  will  no  doubt  be  appreciated  by  the 
Rhodes  scholars  and  other  distinguished 
men  in  Canadian  universities  who,  in 
founding  the  League  for  Social  Recon- 
struction, adopted  a  program  closely 
resembling  the  programs  which  the 
Edmonton  U.F.A.  Conference  and  the 
Calgary  Conference  subsequently  agreed 
upon. 

♦  *  * 

I  think  a  letter  which  appeared 
in  the  Herald's  editorial  columns  a  few 
days  prior  to  the  editorial  attack  upon 
Mr.  Woodsworth,  Mr.  Gardiner  and  the 
Federation,  was  much  to  the  point.  It 
was  in  answer  to  another  critic,  and  was 
written  by  Dr.  H.  A.  Gibson  of  Calgary, 
who  was  recently  honored  by  his  col- 
leagues in  the  medical  profession  by 
election  to  the  Presidency  of  the  Alberta 
Medical  Association.  Dr.  Gibson,  who 
is  a  member  of  the  Calgary  branch  of  the 
L.S  R.,  wrote  as  follows:  "I  do  not 
hold  any  brief  for  Mr.  Woodsworth, 
but  T  do  know  that  if  communism  is 
what  he  preaches,  then  I  am  for  it,  along 
with  thousands  of  others;  and  I  am  sure 
we  would  all  be  much  happier  than  we 
are  at  present  if  Woodsworth's  ideas 
had  been  put  into  practice  during  the 
past  few  years." 

♦  *  * 

The  Herald's  recent  editorial  awakes 
echoes  of  the  election  campaign  of  1921. 
Whenever  the   Herald  gets  really  angry 

it  re-discovers  its  old  vocabularly. 

*  *  * 

Since  Mr.  Coote's  article  upon  Aus- 
tralian and  Canadian  wheat  prices  was 
written,  the  price  has  now  risen  in 
Australia,  according  to  a  cable  received 
by  the  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics, 
to  3  shillings — 72  cents — ^,to  the  grower, 
"plus  41  pence  (9  cents)  a  bushel  Govern- 
ment bonus."  The  carry-over,  it  is 
stated,  will  be  exceptionally  light  until 
the  new  crop  comes  in  in  December." 
■The  cable  points  out  that  "the  exch"nge 
premium"  which  is  obtained  on  Australian 
currency  "has  important  bearing  on 
exports."     The  price  to  the  grower  in 

Alberta  is  now  49|  cents. 

*  *  * 

I  should  like  to  have  dealt  at  length 
with  an  important  report  on  the  prospects 
of  capitalism  recently  published  by  a 
group  of  eminent  American  engineers, 
as  the  sequel  to  more  than  ten  years' 
research,  but  space  in  this  issue  will 
permit  of  only  a  brief  reference  to  the 
matter.  In  brief,  the  consensus  of  the 
experts  who  drafted  the  report  is  that 
the  present  system  is  doomed,  and  that 
in  the  interests  of  civilization  "all  who 
think"  should  concentrate  their  attention 
upon  the  task  of  "ascertaining  the 
factors  of  design  for  a  new  system  to 
supplant  the  old." 

The  late  Charles  P.  Steinmetz,  elec- 
trical expert  of  the  General  Electric 
Company,  and  the  late  Thorstein  Veblen, 
a  noted  economist  in  his  day,  were 
original  members  of  the  group.  The 
director  is  Howard  Scott,  technician  for 
the  Muscle  Shoals  project.  The  authors 
contend  that  under  the  present  system 
a  "temporary  revival  to  'prosperity 
levels'  "  is  possible  by  "pumping  $8,000- 
000,000  to  $10,000,000,000  into  social 
works  and  the  like,"  but  maintain  that 
a  downward  oscillation  will  result  "that 
is  likely  to  end  in  the  utter  collapse  of 


the  price  system  under  which  industry 
has  operated." 

*    *  * 

The  reason?  I  can  only  touch  upon 
one  or  two  items  from  the  report.  It 
points  out  that  the  mechanical  revolution 
following  the  discovery  of  the  use  of 
steam  by  James  Watt  has  placed  at 
man's  command,  in  existing  plant,  nine 
million  times  as  much  energy  as  was 
available  during  the  preceding  7,000 
years  when  he  depended  almost  entirely 
upon  the  energy  of  the  human  body  (and 
of  draft  animals.)  Precedents  drawn  from 
previous  history  are  therefore  largely 
worthless.  We  have  entered  upon  an 
entirely  new  chapter. 

The  most  startling  figures,  however, 
concern  the  progress  made  in  the  develop- 
ment of  labor  saving  devices  since  the 
depression  began  in  1929.  This  has  been 
prodigious — so  great  in  fact,  that  a  good 
half  of  the  persons  now  unemployed  in 
the  United  States  (numbering  11  millions) 
"could  not  possibly  be  re-employed,  even 
if  the  prosperity  of  1929  were  to  return." 
The  authors  regard  it  as  not  impossible 
that  unemployment  in  the  United  States 
may  reach  20,000,000  in  two  years'  time. 

Here  are  a  few  significant  facts:  Since 
1929  an  electric  lamp  machine  has  been 
invented  which  is  capable  of  turning 
out  half  a  million  lamps  per  day — nine 
thousand  times  as  many  as  could  be  pro- 
duced in  1929.  One  hundred  men  in 
five  plants  can  manufacture  all  the  bricks 
that  could  be  turned  out  in  1929  by 
2,370  brick  plants  running  at  full  capacity. 
While  the  number  of  persons  engaged 
in  the  Iron  and  Steel  Industry  of  the 
United  States  was  the  same  in  1929  as 
in  1887,  the  output  of  1929  was  nine 
times  as  great  as  in  the  former  year. 
A  rayon  yarn  plant  is  being  erected  in 
New  Jersey  which  requires  no  human 
labor  and  can  run  for  24  hours  a  day. 

Mankind  is  today  able  to  supply  all  its 
needs  in  lavish  superabundance — to  at- 
tain to  higher  standards  of  living  than 
it  has  dreamt  of.  Its  engineers  have  shown 
the  way.  Its  financier-capitalists  and 
its  orthodox  economists  keep  locked, 
bolted  and  barred  the  gateway  to  the 
Age  of  Plenty. 

 ^^o  

Happy  Days  to  Come 

By  G.  F.  LEE,  Midnapore 

(Lines  inspired  by  an  editorial  in  the 
Calgary  Herald  in  which  it  was  stated 
that  while  the  benefits  of  the  Imperial 
Economic  Conference  would  not  be  felt 
for  some  years  to  come,  it  would  un- 
doubtedly prove  a  great  success.) 
You  farmers  should  be  jubilant, 

And  all  other  classes,  too. 
When  you  think  what  Mr.  Bennett 

Has  accomplished,  just  for  you; 
You  unemploved  and  hungry 

You  should  wave  your  tattered  hats, 
And  shout.  "Hurrah  for  Bennett!" 

With  full  power  of  your  slats. 
For  thoucch  it  won't  bring  work  or  food, 

Or  relief  from  our  distress, 
The  Great  Imperial  Conference 

Has  proved  a  huse  success. 
Of  course  the  good  will  not  be  felt 

For  many  years  to  come; 
But  our  great  grandchildren — or  their 
heirs — 

Will  surely  make  things  hum; 
For  Mr.  Bennett's  paved  the  way 
For  happv  days  once  more. 
Due  to  arrive  about  A.D.  2094. 
So  up  with  your  flags  and  bunting, 

And  deck  out  in  gala  dress. 
For  the  Great  Imperial  Conference 

Has  proved  a  huge  success^ 
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A  Year  of  Co-operative  Effort  by  the  Pembina  Constituency 

U.F.A.  Co-operative  Association 


As  Seen  Through  the  Eye  of  the  Manager 


The  following  article,  describing 
one  year's  achievement  of  the  Pem- 
bina U.F.A.  Constituency  Co-opera- 
tive, was  written  by  Ernest  Messmer, 
of  Barrhead,  the  Manager.  It  is  a 
record  of  real  progress  and  an  in- 
dication of  the  great  possibilities  of 
saving  which  the  pooling  of  their 
purchasing  power  open  out  to  Alberta 
farm  people. — Editor. 

It  is  always  wise  at  certain  stages  of 
any  kind  of  business  to  pause  and  sum 
up  the  total  of  one's  profit  and  loss  as 
the  case  may  be.  It  is  also  as  essential 
to  look  back  on  a  year's  activities  and 
combine  the  total  of  one's  experiences 
as  one  has  found  them  and  to  try  and  use 
these  to  the  betterment  of  one's  self  in 
the  years  to  come. 

We  in  Pembina  have  had  varied  ex- 
periences, both  good  and  bad,  in  regard 
to  our  co-operative  activities  since  the 
inception  of  our  Association  a  little  over 
a  year  ago.  All  has  not  been  easy  going, 
neither  have  the  difficulties  been  un- 
surmountable.  We  have  been  as  success- 
ful as  could  be  expected  under  the  cir- 
cumstances and  a  lot  more  successful 
than  some  people  had  wished  us  to  be. 

Had  ours  been  an  individual  business 
enterprise  and  based  on  capitalistic 
business  principles,  it  would  have  been 
classed  as  a  success  in  a  monetary  sense 
of  the  word.  Taking  this  fall's  business 
into  consideration,  based  on  the  average 
to  date,  we  will  have  repaid  our  members 
between  SI, 200  and  SI, 500  in  patronage 
dividends  in  a  little  over  a  year's  time. 
This  on  the  face  of  things  may  not 
appear  large,  but  it  is  remarkable  in 
a  sense  of  the  word  that  these  savings 
have  been  effected  without  a  cent  of 
capital  investment  by  our  members. 

Value  of  Buying  Through  One  Channel 

Our  first  venture  of  a  year  ago  was  to 
purchase  three  cars  of  Holland  Binder 
Twine  which  was  booked  through  Central 
U.F.A.  Office.  This  was  sold  at  the 
average  competitive  price  in  Pembina. 
On  these  sales  we  were  able  to  rebate  to 
our  members  75c  per  100  lbs.  The  high 
patronage  dividend  paid  was  partly 
due  to  profits  made  on  sales  to  non- 
members  who  received  no  ,  patronage 
dividend.  What  might  not  be  accom- 
plished in  Alberta  if  all  or  even  a  major 
part  of  the  purchases  of  binder  twine — 
a  commodity  used  exclusively  by  farm- 
ers— were  pooled  in  one  great  order  and 
placed  with  one  company  by  our  U.F.A. 
Central  Office! 

If  we,  the  Constituency  Association, 
had  purchased  these  three  cars  of  twine 
separately  and  apart  from  Central  Office 
and   had   sold   to   members   only,  our 

Catronage  dividend  would  only  have 
een  10c  per  hundred  pounds.  The 
above  gives  an  incidental  illustration 
of  the  saving  to  be  effected  for  our  mem- 
bers by  co-ordinating  our  purchasing 
power  and  buying  through  one  channel. 

Our  next  venture  was  in  apples.  Last 
season  we  handled  two  cars  of^  this  com- 
modity, one  of  which  was  bulk  and  the 
other  boxed.     The  car  of  hulk  apples 


was  disposed  of  in  one  day.  On  these 
we  rebated  to  our  members  30c  per  100 
lbs.  On  the  car  of  boxed  apples  we  were 
not  so  fortunate;  although  entailing  no 
loss,  we  were  not  able  to  pay  any  patron- 
age dividend.  Unfortunately  the  apple 
market  was  at  its  peak  at  the  time  of 
purchase  and  various  other  matters 
retarded  the  ready  sale  of  this  car. 

I  may  say,  though,  that  if  our  Associa- 
tion and  members  figure  on  making  a 
profit  on  each  and  every  commodity 
they  handle,  they  are  going  to  be  sadly 
mistaken,  as  they  will  be  compelled  to 
take  the  bad  with  the  good.  However, 
losses  in  this  respect  can  always  be  kept 
down  to  a  minimum  by  proper  manage- 
ment and  support  of  the  members  them- 
selves. Many  a  business  man  would  be 
a  millionaire  today  if  he  never  sustained 
any  losses  on  handling  certain  lines  of 
goods.  There  are  so  many  things  and 
various  circumstances  that  can  turn 
what  on  the  face  of  it  appears  to  be  a 
profitable  business  venture  into  a  serious 
loss,  although  a  retail  merchant  carrying 
dozens  of  different  lines  of  merchandise 
has  a  far  better  opportunity  to  recuperate 
his  losses  on  one  single  item  than  we 
have  with  the  few  commodities  we 
handle. 

Fuel  and  Lubricating  Oils 

Red  Head  Lubricating  and  Fuel  Oils 
were  other  products  that  were  introduced 
into  Pembina  by  our  Association  last 
fall.  It  was  readily  seen,  however,  that 
in  order  to  get  maximum  results  and 
service  to  our  members  in  this  line  we 
would  have  to  carry  stocks. 

Early  this  spring  we  built  three  ware- 
houses, one  of  these  at  Westlock,  being 
our  central  distributing  point  for  our 
seven  other  sub-stations  in  the  con- 
stituency. This  main  plant  comprises, 
besides  a  warehouse,  eight  1,000  gallon 
underground  tanks,  electric  pump  and 
other  equipment,  "this  plant  is  supplied 
with  fuel  oils  from  Turner  Valley  and 
Coutts  by  tank  trucks  by  the  Great 
West  Distributors. 

To  date  we  have  paid  our  members 
many  hundreds  of  dollars  in  rebates  on 
oil  purchases  alone;  besides  building 
up  a  reserve  fund  which  at  present  is 
represented  in  our  warehouses  and  equip- 
ment, etc. 

Although  we  have  built  up  a  nice  busi- 
ness in  this  line  alone,  much  is  yet  to  be 
desired  and  in  order  to  give  our  members 
maximum  results  we  must  increase  our 
sales  volume  next  year  to  double  at  least 
what  it  has  been  this  season. 

Binder  Twine 

This  fall  we  placed  seven  cars  of 
twine  at  various  points  in  Pembina. 
The  sales  on  these  cars  have  not  been 
checked  to  date  but  all  indications  are 
that  we  have  been  fairly  successful  in 
their  disposal  considering  all  the  circum- 
stances entering  into  the  sale  of  twine 
this  year.  I  do  not  think  that  ever  in 
the  history  of  the  West  has  competition 
as  to  price  on  binder  twine  been  as  keen 
as  this  year.  We  found  in  one  instance, 
even  that  one  competitive  company  sold 


twine  at  less  than  wholesale.  A  very 
strong  suspicion  exists  that  a  large  part 
of  this  was  due  to  the  fact  that  the  U.F.A: 
have  become  a  real  factor  in  the  dis- 
tribution of  twine  in  Alberta.  If  my 
surmise  on  this  is  correct,  it  is  just 
another  instance  of  many  where  every 
farmer — not  only  our  own  members — 
has  been  directly  benefited  by  our 
activities.  If  we  can  only  make  every 
farmer  in  Alberta  see  this  point  and  get 
him  to  become  alive  to  the  fact  that  it 
was  due  to  the  efforts  of  the  U.F.A. 
Co-operative  Committee  and  the  associat- 
ed Constituency  Associations  that  it 
has  been  possible  for  him  to  purchase 
certain  lines  of  goods  at  the  low  price 
he  did,  we  think  in  all  fairness  to  him- 
self and  to  us,  he  will  purchase  our  goods 
in  increasing  volume,  thereby  making 
it  possible  for  us  to  give  still  better 
service  and  satisfaction  to  all  concerned. 

The  retailers  this  year  have  taken  a 
far  smaller  margin  of  profit  on  twine 
than  ordinarily — in  some  instances  less 
than  half.  Where  the  initial  competitive 
price  on  twine  has  been  maintained  all 
through  the  season  in  our  constituency, 
we  will  be  able  to  again  pay  our  members 
a  substantial  rebate.  In  places  where 
prices  have  been  slashed,  naturally,  our 
rebate  will  be  in  proportion  to  these 
prices. 

Principles  Adopted  in  Selling 

We  are  again  contemplating  the  hand- 
ling of  apples  this  fall,  and  have  one  car 
of  bulk  apples  rolling  at  present.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  we  will  have  the  same 
cut-throat  competition  again  in  this  line 
as  we  had  in  all  others.  As  we  have 
found  so  often,  no  sooner  do  we  bring 
in  a  certain  commodity  than  our  com- 
petitors immediately  cut  prices  on  this 
one  item,  only  to  make  it  as  embarrassing 
as  possible  for  us  in  the  disposal  of  our 
goods.  In  this  respect  our  Association 
has  never  to  date  been  guilty  of  price 
cutting.  We  have  always  tried  to  main- 
tain the  original  competitive  price. 
Pembina  is  probably  the  first  constitu- 
ency that  has  adopted  the  following 
wise  principles  as  laid  down  by  our  Board 
of  Directors  and  adhered  to  them: 

TO  SELL  AT  COMPETITIVE 
PRICES  ONLY. 

TO  SELL  TO  ANYONE,  MEM- 
BER OR  NON-MEMBER. 

TO  PAY  PATRONAGE  DIVIDEND 
TO  MEMBERS  ONLY. 

It  is  my  honest  conviction  that  the 
above  principles  are  the  only  ones  that 
can  lead  to  success.  They  may  be  slow 
but  they  are  sure.  All  other  systems 
have  been  tried  and  always  failed.  The 
system  we  are  following  has  stood  the 
test  of  time  and  weathered  all  storms. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  determined 
efforts  are  being,  and  will  be  made,  to 
discredit  our  movement  and  our  co- 
operative activities.  Our  difficulties  will 
be  many,  our  pathway  not  a  path  of 
roses  by  any  means;  and  we  are  far 
from  the  front  line  trenches  as  yet. 
We  have  made  a  good  start,  fair  and 
steady  progress,  but  it  is  only  the  begin- 
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ning.  We  must  keep  on  moving  steadily 
forward,  for  to^stop  means  failure  and 
we  must  not  fail. 

We  who  have  been  entrusted  by  our 
members  to  look  after  their  affairs 
well  recognize  our  responsibility  to  them 
and  we  know  we  dare  not  break  faith. 
On  the  other  hand,  we  must  have  the 
loyalty,  not  only  in  spirit  but  in  actual 
support  of  our  members,  in  order  for  us 
to  obtain  maximum  results  for  them. 
In  this  respect  the  apathy  towards  our 
co-operative  movement  in  some  of  our 
Locals  and  among  some  members  is 
deplorable. 

^•We  can  never  achieve  to  the  fullest 
extent  the  things  we  have  set  out  to  do 
unless  we  co-ordinate  our  purchasing 
power  to  the  extent  that  we  become  a 
real  factor  in  the  purchasing  field  and 
are  recognized  as  such.  No  manufacturer 
or  jobber  is  going  to  jeopardize  or  entirely 
lose  his  established  channels  of  trade 
by  linking  himself  with  our  Association 
unless  he  is  assured  that  his  interests 
are  thereby  increased.  It  is  therefore 
up  to  us  to  increase  our  purchasing 
power  tremendously.  We  must  before 
we  can  expect  to  have  the  maximum 
bargaining  powers.  This  we  must 
eventually  have  in  order  to  succeed. 

If  50  Per  Cent  Were  Organized 

If  50  or  60  per  cent  of  the  purchasing 
power  of  the  farmers  of  Alberta  were 
directed  through  one  channel,  what  a 
tremendous  volume  of  business  that 
would  mean.  The  bargaining  power  that 
would  represent  can  only  be  left  to  one's 
imagination.  But  it  would  be  far  more 
powerful  than  capital  itself. 

As  intense  retail  competition  has 
taken  care  of  any  excess  profit  that  our 
retail  merchants  may  have  made  once 
upon  a  time  our  eventual  success  can 
only  lie  in  the  buying  field  of  co-ordinated 
purchasing,  as  in  the  selling  end  of  the 
game  we  can  see  no  great  saving. 

We  have  no  fault  to  find  with  our  re- 
tail merchants.  They  are  just  as  much 
a  victim  of  a  system  over  which  they 
have  no  control  as  the  farmers  are.  But 
I  have  nothing  but  condemnation  for 
the  system  of  distribution  under  which 
they  are  working.  It  is  a  duplication 
and  waste  from  the  jobber  and  whole- 
saler down  to  the  retailer,  and  the  con- 
sumer pays  the  bill;  We  have  duplica- 
tion of  wholesale  houses,  each  and  every 
one  carrying  separate  overheads  which 
would  well  take  care  of  three  times  the 
business.  We  find  this  duplication  most 
general  in  the  retail  trade  in  towns  and 
villages  where  one  store  with  a  slight 
increase  of  staff  could  well  take  care  of 
all  the  business  now  done  by  three  or 
four.  There  are  today  hordes  of  travel- 
ing salesmen,  each  representing  a 
different  house  and  selling  the  same  class 
of  goods.  I  do  not  go  so  far  as  to  say 
that  they  are  unnecessary,  but  I  take 
objection  to  the  duplication.  I  have 
seen  as  many  as  five  travelers  selling 
the  same  class  of  goods  representing 
different  companies  in  one  store  in  a 
day.  Then  why  ask  what  is  wrong  with 
our  present-day  system  of  distribution? 
This  is  one  instance  only. 

The  solution  is  co-ordinated  purchas- 
ing and  selling,  based  on  the  principle 
of  Co-operation.  But  the  creative  im- 
pulse for  all  co-operative  activities  must 
come  from  the  people  themselves  and  not 
from  the  top  and  must  be  consistent,  not 
only  in  spirit,  but  in  practice  also.  We  can 
only  go  as  far  as  the  pubUc  goes  with  us. 
It  is  largely  up  to  our  members  to  make 
a  success  of  our  co-operative  venture. 
Time  will  tell  whether  they  are  willing 
still  to  adhere  to  the  old  worn-out  com- 


etitive  capitalistic  system  of  dog  eat 
og,  or  whether  they  have  the  courage 
of  their   convictions   and   will  actively 
support  our  new  co-operative  enterprise. 


Correspondence 


INEQUITABLE  SYSTEM  OF 
DISTRIBUTION 

Editor,  The  U.F.A: 

Having  just  returned  from  a  short 
visit  to  the  coast,  I  will  endeavor  here- 
with to  set  forth  some  of  the  existing 
conditions  as  I  saw  them. 

Fruit  farmers  and  chicken  ranchers 
find  themselves  in  just  about  as  bad  a 
condition  as  the  Alberta  farmers. 

Fruit  has  rotted  in  unlimited  quantities 
in  nearly  every  part  of  British  Columbia, 
owing  to  the  limited  demand,  while 
thousands  of  Alberta  homes  could  not 
buy  this  fruit,  owing  to  their  limited 
purchasing  power. 

f  Hundreds  of  British  Columbia  chicken 
ranchers  have  been  forced  out  of  business 
because  they  could  not  buy  Alberta's 
cheap  grain,  owing  to  the  discrepancy 
between  the  export  and  domestic  freight 
rates. 

I  need  not  mention  the  prices  Alberta 
housewives  have  paid  for  fruit  this  year. 
But  I  will  say  this,  that  in  many  cases 
they  could  have  used  twice  as  much  fruit. 
That  being  the  case,  had  we  an  equitable 
system  of  distribution,  thousands  of 
Alberta  children  could  have  had  this 
coming  winter,  sufficient  of  this  luscious 
fruit  for  their  bodily  needs,  that  has 
now  gone  to  waste.  And  hundreds  of 
British  Columbia  chicken  ranchers  would 
now  be  in  business;  which  in  turn  would 
mean  that  the  Vancouver  and  Victoria 
housewives,  would  not  be  paying  forty 
cents  per  dozen  for  eggs,  as  they  are  today. 

A  Few  Facts 

A  grower  of  small  fruits  near  Victoria 
told  my  brother  at  Victoria  the  other  day, 
that  at  least  five  tons  of  loganberries 
went  to  waste  on  his  vines  this  year.  How 
many  Alberta  housewives  could  have 
used  this  luscious  fruit  for  school  lunches 
this  winter? 

A  lady  at  Nanaimo  could  not  give  her 
Bartlett  pears  away  on  the  trees.  So 
rather  than  have  them  waste,  she  hired 
them  picked,  so  that  she  could  give  them 
away. 

A  grower  at  Chilliwack  let  his  cherries 
dry  on  the  trees,  because  it  cost  more  to 
pick  and  pack  them  than  he  could  get 
for  them. 

And  so  I  could  go  on.  But  as  this  is 
only  intended  as  a  short  letter,  I  will 
confine  myself  to  the  observations  al- 
ready mentioned,  except,  just  in  passing, 
I  must  mention  a  few  dining  car  prices, 
as  compared  to  wheat  prices. 

On  The  Diner 

Transferring  from  the  Calgary  train 
to  the  Coast  train  at  Calgary,  I  did  not 
have  time  to  go  to  a  restaurant,  so  went 
in  the  diner.  Having  eaten  in  diners 
before,  I  ordered  a  light  dinner.  A  pot 
of  baked  beans,  toast  and  tea,  seventy- 
five  cents! 

Next  morning,  hot  cakes  and  coffee, 
sixty  cents!  Then  I  began  to  think. 
My  dinner  and  breakfast  had  cost  me 
four  and  a  half  bushels  of  wheat,  and 
I  realized  that  if  I  was  to  continue  to 
pay  my  way  in  wheat,  I  should  have  had 
a  carload  hooked  on  behind  the  observa- 
tion car. 

Then  I  thought  some  more.  Suppose 


Cattle,  Sheep 

and  Swine 
Shows  &  Sales 

Calgary,  November  2,  3  and  4 

Sale  entries  close  October  I 
Show  entries  close  October  22 

Prize  list  and  entry  forms  may  be  obtained  from 
E.  L.  RICHARDSON.  Secretary 

Alberta  Live  Stock  Associations  Calgary 


EMPIRE  HOTEL 

Comfortable,  conveniently  central 
Catering  to  the  Farmer 
From  $  1 .00  a  day  up 
119  9th  AVE.  E.  CALGARY 


SAVE  MONEY  BUILDING 

If  you  intend  building  send  us  your  enquiries  for 

Lumber,  Shingles  and  Finishing  Materials 

We  will  help  you  to  figure  up  your  bill  and  give 
you  the  name  of  our  agent  in  your  district 
PACIFIC  COAST  LUMBER  CO. 
413  Metropolitan  Bldg.,  Vancouver,  B.C. 
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I  were  to  grind  that  4J  bushels  of  wheat 
into  flour!  At  40  lbs.  of  flour  per  bushel, 
I  could  have  had  181  lbs  of  flour.  And 
with  that  I  could  have  fed  the  whole 
darn  train  on  hot  cakes  from  Montreal 
to  Vancouver. 

Of  course  in  dealing  with  dining  car 
prices,  I  realize  that  railroads  are  up 
against  an  uncontrollable  overhead;  and 


that  one  cannot  compare  dining  car 
prices  with  ordinary  restaurant  prices. 

However,  the  following  is  only  meant 
to  convey  to  the  reader  what  appears 
to  me  to  be  an  unreasonable  overcharge. 
And  while  the  illustration  is  perhaps 
crude,  1  think  you  will  get  the  drift  of 
what  I  mean. 

Killam,  Alta.  T.  G.  REEVES 


NEWS  OF  THE 

(Continued 

Director  and  Member  at 
Prestville  Rally 

Hugh  Allen,  M.L.A.,  and  I.  V.  Macklin, 
U.F.A.  Director,  were  the  speakers  at  a 
big  meeting  held  at  Prestville,  on  Sept- 
ember 10th,  J.  Knezavich  acting  as 
chairman.  Mr.  Macklin  described  the 
formation  of  the  Co-operative  Common- 
wealth Federation,  and  declared  that  the 
fight  for  better  conditions  was  becoming 
a  fight  of  farmer,  labor,  business  and 
professional  men  against  "a  handful 
of  financiers  that  control  the  blood 
stream  of  our  Dominion."  Mr.  Macklin 
dealt  with  the  credit  problem,  and  the 
need  for  a  measure  of  inflation,  and  in 
conclusion  stressed  the  need  of  active 
U.F.A.  Locals  to  provide  means  for 
thorough  study  of  these  and  other  vital 
questions. 

Mr.  Allen  spoke  of  Provincial  matters, 
with  particular  reference  to  relief,  which 
was  a  very  pressing  problem  in  the 
Grande  Prairie  constituency,  where  the 
population  h.is  increased  in  a  short 
time  from  ah  n.t  8,000  to  about  20,000, 
mostly  by  fa  mers  from  the  drought 
areas  or  by  unemployed  from  cities 
coming  with  little  or  no  capital  to  try 
to  make  homes  for  themselves  and  their 
families.  With  reference  to  debts,  Mr. 
Allen  thought  a  moratorium  would  be 
of  no  real  benefit.  •  Speaking  of  resolutions 
in  favor  of  partial  cancellation,  he  said, 
"Most  debts  will  have  to  be  cancelled 
in  this  way,  but  as  to  the  wisdom  of 
Provincial  Government  legislation  to 
this  effect,  I  am  doubtful." 

As  a  result  of  the  meeting  it  was 
decided  to  form  a  U.F.A.  Local. 

 i  ,_o  

Far -Flung  Interests  of  British 
Co-operatives 

A  sample  copy  of  a  propaganda  .news 
sheet  issued  by  the  Co-operative  Whole- 
sale Society  (England)  has  been  received 
by  The  U.F.A.  Short  articles  and 
numerous  illustrations  impress  the  reader 
with  the  variety  and  magnitude  of  the 
undertakings  of  the  co-operative  move- 
ment in  the  old  land.  For  instance,  one 
page  includes  pictures,  with  brief  de- 
scriptions, of  workers  filling  sacks  of 
flour  from  a  row  of  enormous  spouts 
in  a  C.W.S.  flour  mill;  a  fleet  of  fishing 
smacks  unloading  the  raw  material  for 
the  co-operative  canning  factory;  long 
rows  of  white-clad  girls  filling  cans  with 
cherries  in  another  C.W.S.  cannery;  a 
miner  setting  off  to  work  in  one  of  the 
co-operative  collieries;  logs  being  brought 
in  to  be  sawn  up  and  made  into  furniture 
for  co-operators'  homes;  and  a  group  of 
workers  on  the  C.W.S.  tea  plantations 
in  India. 


A  Province-wide  network  has  been 
arranged  by  the  University  of  Alberta 
for  their  broadcasts  this  winter.  The 
agricultural  programs  will  be  broadcast 
at  1:15  each  Monday,  Wednesdav  and 
Friday,  over  CKUA,  CKLC  and  dFCN. 


ORGANIZATION 
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U.F.A.  Local  Items 

Stettler  U.F.A.  Local  at  a  recent  meet- 
ing elected  new  officers  for  the  balance 
of  the  year,  as  follows:  president,  W.  C. 
V.  Knoll;  vice-president,  J.  Nolte;  secre- 
tary, James  Van  Kleeck. 

Thomas  H.  Rowe,  secretary  of  Naka- 
mun  U.F.A.  Local  reports  that  there  was 
a  good  crowd  at  the  meeting  held  at 
W.  C.  Hickman's  house  on  September 
nth,  when  M.  C.  McKeen,  M.L.A., 
paid  his  first  visit  to  the  neighborhood. 

At  the  last  regular  meeting  of  the 
Ghost  Pine  U.F.A.  Local,  states  a  letter 
from  J.  B.  McCubbin,  a  resolution  was 
passed  endorsing  the  action  of  the  U.F.A. 
Executive  in  assisting  to  bring  about  the 
formation  of  the  Co-operative  Common- 
wealth Federation. 

The  Calgary  U.F.A.  Local,  at  a  recent 
meeting,  expressed  approval  of  the  action 
of  the  U.F.A.  Executive  in  taking  part 
in  the  provisional  organization  of  the 
Co-operative  Commonwealth  Federation 
and  in  associating  the  U.F.A.  with  the 
Federation. 

Acknowledging  receipt  of  a  cheque 
in  pa3'ment  of  dividends  on  business  done 
through  the  U.F.A.  Co-operative  during 
the  past  quarter,  H.  Renkenberger, 
secretary  of  Barons  U.F.A.  Local,  writes: 
"This,  I  am  sure,  should  be  quite  an 
incentive  to  the  members  to  do  better 
as  time  goes  on,  and  they  begin  to  realize 
what  an  effort  Central  is  making  to  help 
the  organization  in  these  troublesome 
times.  With  thanks  and  appreciation 
for  the  good  work  you  are  doing,  we  re- 
main." 

Dealing  with  the  question  of  timber 
in  the  Peace  River  district,  a  resolution 
passed  by  the  High  Prairie  U.F.A. 
Local  and  a  convention  of  associated 
boards  of  trade  at  Beaverlodge,  has  been 
forwarded  to  The  U.F.A.  by  G.  W. 
Randall,  Local  secretary.  The  resolution 
points  out  that  as  a  result  of  bush  fires 
and  high  winds  millions  of  feet  of  timber 
are  rotting  on  the  ground,  and  suzgests 
that  the  Provincial  Government  should 
make  these  fire-kil!ed  timber  berths 
available  to  small  mill  owners,  with  the 
rate  of  stumpage  reduced  to  a  minimum, 
thus  providing  cheap  lumber  to  settlers. 

Information  has  recently  come  to  hand 
that  in  the  city  of  Toronto  a  Co-operative 
Milk  Society  is  being  organized  along 
similar  lines  to  that  now  operating  in 
the  city  of  Calgary.  In  Toronto  recently 
steps  were  taken  by  a  group  of  consumers 
to  open  on  Danforth  Avenue  a  co-opera- 
tive store  on  the  Rochdale  plan.  Thous- 
ands of  such  instances  could  be  found. 


The  reporter  came  idly  info  the  office. 
"Well,"  said  the  editor,  "what  did  our 
eminent  statesman  have  to  say?" 

"Nothing." 

"Well,  keep  it  down  to  a  column." 


A  Song  for  Your  Local 

By  "SANDY" 

The  following  song,  which  may  be 
used  for  community  singing  by  any 
Local  of  the  U.F.A.  or  U.F.W.A.  or 
Juniors,  substituting  the  name  of  the 
Local  for  "Fairvale,"  has  been  written 
by  Alexander  ("Sandy")  Fraser  of  Car- 
mangay. 

We  have  lots  of  folks  today,  here  at 
Fairvale; 

Who  make  up  the  U.F.A.,  here  at  Fair- 
vale. 

Who  have  one  great  desire, 
That's  to  raise  their  status  higher 
And  they  never,  never  tire,  here  at  Fair- 
vale. 

We  don't  claim  to  know  it  all,  here  at 
Fairvale; 

But  we've  answered  duty's  call,  here  at 
Fairvale. 

We've  our  faults,  just  like  the  rest, 
But  just  put  us  to  the  test. 
And  you'll  find  we  give  our  best,  here 
at  Fairvale. 

You  can  have  a  jolly  time  here  at  Fair- 
vale; 

For  our  women  are  just  fine,  here  at 

Fairvale. 
And  you're  making  no  mistake 
When  you  eat  the  things  they  bake — 
Coffee,  sandwiches  or  cake,  here  at  Fair- 
vale. 

We  have  bonnie  lassies  too,  here  at  Fair- 
vale; 

And  our  boys  are  never  blue,  here  at 

Fairvale. 
You  would  go  into  a  trance. 
If  you  ever  got  a  chance. 
Just  to  swing  them  in  a  dance,  here  at 

Fairvale. 

If  you  think  you'd  like  to  join,  here  at 
Fairvale; 

We'd  be  pleased  to  take  your  coin,  here 

at  Fairvale. 
So  step  right  up  and  pay. 
For  you'll  never  rue  the  day 
That  you  joined  the  U.F.A.,   here  at 

Fairvale. 

Come  along  and  join  the  throng,  here  at 
Fairvale; 

Help  to  boost  your  cause  along,  here  at 

Fairvale. 
For  we  know  we  must  unite 
If  we  want  to  get  our  right; 
So  step  up  and  join  tonight,  here  at 

Fairvale. 

—"SANDY" 

Mr.  Fraser  suggests  that  the  song 
could  be  sung  to  the  tune  "Ask  a  P'lice- 
man"  which  will  be  known  to  some  of 
our  readers. 


NOBODY  AROUND 

Lawyer— Now,  the  first  thing  to  do 
is  to  prove  an  alibi.  I  suppose  there  is 
somebody  who  saw  you  at  7  o'clock,  the 
time  when  the  crime  was  committed? 

Client — No,  thank  goodness. 


BRIGHT  BOY! 

The  teacher  was  instructing  the  youngsters 
in  natural  history. 

"Can  any  little  boy  or  girl  tell  me  what  an 
oyster  isT" 

The  hand  of  Jimmy  Jones  shot  into  the  air. 
"An  oyster,"  announced   Jiraray.   "is  a  fish 
built    like    a  nut." 
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AUTO  PARTS  AND  ACCESSORIES 


CAR-OWNERS-ATTENTION.        SAVE  MON- 

ey  on  your  Auto  repairs  aod  accesPories. 
Write  for  our  Free  Catalosue.  Auto  Wreck- 
ing  Company,    Limited.    263   to   273  Fort 

f5tr<-*-t.     Wiiinir>P2.  ^^anitoh^. 


CLEANING  AND  DYEING 


Garments  &  Household  Goods 

of  «il  kincU  cleaned  and  dved     Price  liat  and 

inff^rniatioD  anon  request. 
EMPIRE  CLEANING  &  DYEING  CO.,  Ltd. 
PUnt  902  4th  Ave  W.,    CmUmrj,  Alt*. 


DENTISTS 


'  DR.  LEE  R.  DODDS,  DENTAL  SURGEON.  408 

M.'Lpod  B.iildiriiz.  E.l rn. .nt ..n 


FARM  LANDS 


THE  CANADIAN  PACIFIC   RAILWAY  COM- 

pany's  land  settlement  plan  offers  unequalled 
opportunities  for  new  settlers  to  purchase 
lands  in  Western  Canada  under  easy  long 
term  contract.  Write  for  free  descriptive 
booklet.  -  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  Co., 
Department  of  Natural  Resources,  905  First 
street  east,  Calgary. 


RELIABLE  PARTY  WANTS  TO  RENT  im- 
proved quarter  or  half  section  with  equipment 
for  cash  rent  or  shares.  Will  take  possession 
immediately  and  look  after  stock  and  equip- 
ment for  winter.  Write  particulars.  Box  X, 
T^F.A.  Office,  Cnltrnrv 


FENCE  POSTS,  LUMBER  AND  FUEL 


FENCE  POSTS,  FUELWOOD.     ALL  KINDS. 

Your  inquiries  answered  promptly.  North 
West   Coal   Co.,    Edmonton,  Alberta. 


CEDAR   FENCE   POSTS   AND   POLES,  CAR 

lots  delivered  your  station.  G.  A.  Hunt, 
Kitchiner,  B.C. 


LUMBER,  SHINGLES,  FENCE  POSTS,  POLES, 

Cordwood  and  Slabs — Write  for  delivered 
prices.  Enterprise  Lumber  Co.,  Vancouver, 
B  C. 


CEDAR    POSTS— CAR    LOTS  DELIVERED 

ynur  .station      E    Hnll.  CrMiHrnd.  BC 


FITCH 


FITCH,  SURE  MONEY  MAKERS,  FINE  FUR- 

red.  Easily  raised.  Prolific,  Snap,  S20.00. 
1932  unrelated  pairs.  F.O.B.  T-ac  La  Biche, 
H.  E   Tatiim.  T.nc  La  Birhp  Alta. 


FAUIT 


CRANBERRIES  DELIVERED  25  LB.  CRATE 

$2.50  or  $1.50  f.o.b.  Noral.  Cash  with  order. 
Alex  r.r.rrlAn.  Noral.  Alhprta. 


HEALTH 


DR.  H.  F.  MESSENGER.  CHIROPRACTOR- 
IB  vears  treating  chronic  diaeuses.  Tegler 
Builriine  FHmontnn. 


HEMSTITCHING  AND  PICOT  EDGE 


SEND  YOUR  WORK  TO  US.     TEN  CENTS 

per  yard.  Prompt  service.  Singer  Sewing 
Machine  Co.,  325-Sth  Ave.  W.,  Calgary. 


Classified  Section 

RATE — Five  cents  per  word.  Reduced 

Rates  for  five  or  more  insertions. 
TERMS— Cash. 


HELP  WANTED 


AGENTS  WANTED  EVERY  DISTRICT  SELL- 

ing  monuments  for  largest  manufacturers  in 
Canada.  Free  outfit.  Write:  Alberta 
Granite,  Marble  &  Stone  Co.,  Limited,  Ed- 
monton, Alberta. 


LADIES  WANTED  TO  DO  LIGHT  SEWING 

at  home;  good  pay;  work  sent,  charges  paid. 
National  Manufacturing  Co.,  Dept.  75. 
Montreal 


LEGAL  AND  PATENTS 

SHORT,  ROSS,  SHAW  &  MAYHOOD— BAR- 

risters.  Solicitors,  Notaries.  Imperial  Bank 
Building,  Calgary. 


RUTHERFORD,  RUTHERFORD  &  McCUAIG, 

Barristers,  Solicitors,  Notaries,  916  McLeod 
Building,  Edmonton. 


A.    LANNAN    &    COMPANY,  BARRISTERS, 

Solicitors,  Notaries,  lll-8th  Ave.  W.,  Cal- 
gary. Phone  M3429.  Specializing  in  Do- 
mestic Law,  including  probate,  divorce  and 
settlement  of  estates. 


BENNETT,  HANNAH  &  SANFORD,  BARRI- 

sters  &  Solicitors.  Caljjary,  Alberta. 


WILLIAM  E.  HALL,  BARRISTER,  SOLICITOR, 

Notary,  401-403  Lougheed  Building,  Calgary. 
Specializing  in  probate  and  Commercial  Law; 
also  in  farmers'  business. 


LIVESTOCK 


FELIX  OHBERG,  AMISK,  ALTA.,  BREEDER 

of  registered  Belgians.  Let  me  know  your 
W:l  nts , 


MAGNETO  AND  ELECTRICAL 
REPAIRS 


MAGNETO  AND  GENERATOR  REPAIRING 

— Fine  machine  work.  Delta  EJ'^tric  Ltd., 
10n2-lst  St.  West,  r^lzary      Phot,f  1\T  4.'i.50. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


WANTED  TO  BUY— OLD   OR  NEW  GOLD, 

any  size  or  form,  bought  at  standard  value. 
Dominion  Goldsmith  Co.,  64  Dorchester 
St.  West,  Montreal. 


RUBBER  GOODS  OF  EVERY  DESCRIPTION, 

mailed  postpaid  by  us.  Write  for  mail 
order  catalogue,  saving  50%.  P.  O.  Box  353, 
Bent    P.  Hamilton.  Ontario. 


MUSIC 


HAWAIIAN  GUITAR  GIVEN  TO  STUDENTS 

taking  our  course  of  home  instructions  which 
is  as  simple  as  learning  A  B  C's.  You  pay 
as  you  play.  Write  for  particulars.  Para- 
mount Conservatory  of  Music,  1137  West 
Pender.  Vnncrmvp*-.  B  C 


OPTOMETRISTS,  OPTICIANS 


A.  MELVILLE  ANDERSON  AND  K.  ROY  Mc- 
Lean. Sight  Specialists,  224-8th  Ave.  West, 
Calgary. 


PATENTS  AND  DRAFTING 


PATENT  ATTORNEY  (REGISTERED).  IDEAS 

developed.  Expert  general  drafting.  W. 
St.  J.  Miller,  A.M.E.I.C.,  703-2nd  St.  W., 
Calgary. 


POULTRY 


SHIP  YOUR  EGGS  AND  POULTRY  TO  SAM 

Sheinin,  Calgary  Pulilic  Market.  Top  Mar- 
ket prices  will  be  paid  on  arrival.  Est  1914 


GOLD  MEDAL  EGGO  MASH,  $1.95  per  100. 

Calcium  Grit  substitute  for  Ovster  Shell. 
95c  per  100  lbs.  Anderson  Feed  Co.,  Ltd., 
Caln*ary.  Alberta. 


RADIO 


"CREDENZA"  MODEL  ORTHOPHONIC  FOR 

sale  with  large  supply  good  records.  First 
class  condition  (cost  over  $400.00)  all  for 
$55.00  Call  and  see  it  or  write  642  Crescent 
Road.  Calsary: 


REMNANTS 

3  LBS.  PRINTS,  SILK  OR  VELVET  $1.00,  A. 

,  McCreery  Co.,  Chatham.  Ontario. 


SH££P 


REGAL  DUX  HAMPSHIRE  DOWNS.  BEAU- 

tiful  ram  lambs  of  exceptional  breeding. 
The  R.  D.  Ranch,  South  Edmonton,  Alta., 
P    H,  Ashbv.  Prnnrictor. 


SUGAR 


ALBERTA   CONSUMERS   ALWAYS  SPECIFY 

Alberta  Sugar,  the  home  product  of  our 
neighbor  farmers — pure,  always  available, 
fine  grain,  sparkling.  Tell  your  grocer — 
Albpf-tn  Siignr  on  every  orrler 


SWINE 


PUBLIC  AUCTION  OCTOBER  25th,  1932,  OF 

152  of  Poland  and  Tamworths,  2  herd  boars, 
tried  sows,  spring,  summer  and  fall  pigs  of 
both  breeds,  unrelated  pairs  and  unrelated 
to  yours  of  both  breeds.  R.  P.  Roop,  Jlillet, 
Alberta.  

EXCEPTIONALLY  WELL  BRED  REGISTER- 

ed  Tamworths  and  Yorkshires.  We  again 
offer  the  choicest  of  our  young  boars  and 
sows  (bred  if  desired)  at  reasonable  prices. 
The  R.  D  Ranch,  South  Edmonton,  Alta. 
P.  H   Ashbv.  Prot,riet<.r. 


UPHOLSTERING 


MAKING      AND      REMAKING  CHESTER- 

fielda  and  Chairs;  also  draping  windows  is 
our  business.  Write  our  Decorating  Depart- 
ment for  suggestions.  Thornton  &  Perkins, 
10628  .Jasper  Ave.,  Edmonton.  (Opposite 
Corona  Tlotel). 


USED  CARS 


FORD  TRUCKS  AND  CARS— 1929  FORD 
li  ton  heavy  duty  truck,  only  run  7,000 
miles,  $490.00;  1929  Ford  light  delivery 
steel  cab  and  steel  body,  six  tires  and 
wheels,  $275.00;  1928  Essex  Coach,  5  new 
tires,  etc.,  $100.00;  1927  Star  6  Sedan,  re- 
bored  with  new  pistons,  4  new  tire«,  good 
paint,  $125.00.  Bargains  in  all  makes  of 
cars.  Terms  arranged.  Maclin  Mofors 
Limited,  Calgary  Ford  Dealers.  f'Meventh 
Ave   and  F-rst  St.  Wost    Phone  ^T  1101. 


WATCH  REPAIRS 


CO-OPERATE     BY     SENDING     ME  YOUR 

watch  work  which  I  will  do  at  a  reasonable 
charge  and  guarantee  to  satisfy  you  in  every 
way.  I  have  no  agents.  Send  for  mailing 
box.  Charges  submitted,  and  if  not  satis- 
factory, watch  returned  postpaid.  M.  M. 
King,  Watchmaker,  Dalemead,  AlVierta. 
"Thanks  for  sending  up  watch — It  runs 
better  than  it  ever  did."  J.  W.  Phillips, 
Rowley,  .Alta. 


Manufacturers  of  SasK  Doors,  Fly  Screens.  Combination  and  Storm  Doors, 
Kitchen  Cabinets,  Brecdcfast  Nooks  and  everything  in  Woodwork. 
Dealers  in  Lumber,  Lath,  Shing'es,  Cedar  Fence  Posts,  etc. 
L.C.L.   or   CAR-LOAD  SHIPMENTS 
Phone  M4648  10th  Ave.  and  14th  St.  West, 

Connecting  all  Depta.  Calgary,  Alberta 


Hates  l<»-l»-2»?«ndiip 
One  oC  Calvary  $  Leading  Hotels 

FREE  BUS  MEETS  ALL  TRAINS  \ 
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STUDY  THIS 
PICTURE  — 

THEN  THINK 


The  difference  in  cost  between 
CLEAN,  PURE  Robin  Hood 
flour,  and  CHEAP,  poorly 
milled  flour  is  oeily  1c  PER 
DAY  FOR  A  FAMILY  OF 
FOUR. 


Recipe  for  Making  Men 


Ingredients 

One  red  blooded  boy  Some  study  {not  too  much) 


Parents'  loving  care 
Outdoor  exercise 


Reasonable  amount  of  work 
Good  food  {plenty  of  Robin 
Hood  bread) 
Methpd 

Mix  work  and  play  with  study.  Combine  wisely  under 
direction  of  loving  parents.  Add  muscle  building  foods 
..  .  .  plenty  of  bread  made  from  Robin  Hood  flour.  Rear 
with  patience  and  understanding.  Turn  out  at  21,  a 
credit  to  parents.  This  recipe  makes  one  man. 

ONLY  a  mother  knows  the  painstaking  care  required 
to  raise  a  boy.  She  bears  the  responsibility  of  edu- 
cating him  and  developing  his  body  from  babyhood  so 


that  he  will  be  equipped  to  make  a  comfortable  living. 
In  times  like  these,  mothers  have  to  sacrifice  in  order  to 
give  their  children  the  advantages  of  a  normal  youth. 
They  cannot  slight  the  mental  and  moral  training,  of 
their  children,  nor  can  they  handicap  the  child  through 
lack  of  good  nourishing  food.  Since  bread  is  essential, 
smart  mothers  know  how  foolish  it  is  to  economize  on 
flour  when  even  the  best  is  inexpensive. 

Prairie  mothers  have  considered  Robin  Hood  flour 
the  Standard  of  Excellence  for  more  than  a  generation. 
It  remains  today  the  flour  in  which  you  can  put  your 
trust.  Robin  Hood  is  CLEAN,  PURE  and  of  highest 
food  value.  It  is  the  safe  flour  to  use  for  "making  men." 


Teil  Your  Dealer  You  Want 

RobinHood 

FI/OUR 

CLEAN  — PURE 

MAKES  MORE  LOAVES --- BETTER  BREAD --- BIGGER  FOOD  VALUE 
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